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The following is designed to provide material for your work in GEOG 1300 Geography Tutorials and to support learning for GEOG 1200: Changing Worlds, Changing Places/GEOG1290: Global Perspectives. It includes essay titles for your tutor to draw on in providing assessed work for your Geography Tutorials. 

1. Guidance on writing essays 
2. Essay titles for GEOG1200 Changing Worlds, Changing Places / 1290 Global Perspectives
*************************************************************************************

1. Guidance on writing essays (see handouts for GEOG1300 lectures)
The marking criteria for essays in the School of Geography’s Undergraduate Handbook will give you a good idea of the standard of work that is expected from you on this course. In particular, note that the following points are easily observed (and equally easily neglected):

· Write an introduction that sets clear aims/agenda and a full and reflective conclusion. Your essay should be well structured and should develop in a logical and coherent manner. 

· Ensure that you cite sources in full and accurately and include a full and accurate reference list. All essays should be properly referenced using the Harvard referencing system -- i.e. cite the author’s name and date of publication of the work (and page number where appropriate) in the main body of your essay and write a reference list at the end of your work.

Here are a few additional tips: 

· Read at least 5 relevant academic texts (journal articles and sections/chapters from academic books) and demonstrate evidence of wider reading in your essay – e.g. by citing key authors and their ideas.  If you do not talk about what you have read in your work, we cannot be sure that you have done any wider reading!  Some useful reading has been suggested for each essay title, but you should also read material outlined in the reading lists for the lectures that are linked to the topics.    

· Use credible academic resources to define key terms/concepts e.g. Johnston et al’s Dictionary of Human Geography, but only include the definition of a term if appropriate.  The definitions in ‘normal’ dictionaries, e.g. the Oxford dictionary, are not sophisticated enough be used in undergraduate work. 

· Also please note that Wikipedia is NOT a credible academic resource and should NOT be used in your essays.  The open access nature of this resource makes the quality of entries extremely variable – some are good, whilst others are really poor, so it is best avoided.  

*************************************************************************************

2. Essay titles for GEOG1200 Changing Worlds, Changing Places / 1290 Global Perspectives 
Semester 1: Political Geography (Dr Nichola Wood)
1. Critically assess the contention that territoriality is “inherently political, dynamic and, by its very nature, controversial” (Blacksell 2006: 20).
[see reading lists associated with week 2 lecture on States, Territories and Territoriality and week 5 lecture The Revival of Nationalism].

2. Some commentators have argued that the geopolitical world during the Cold War was relatively safe and stable. Assess the extent to which you agree with this statement.
[see reading lists for the lectures in week 2 The Cold War and week 3 After the Cold War]

Semester 1: Development Geography (Dr Louise Waite)

1. Rising inequalities are inevitable when neoliberal policies are adopted. Discuss.

[see reading list associated with week 2 lecture on Theories and strategies of development]

2. Look through recent issues of PLA Notes (see weblink below): How far do you think participatory methods are useful in representing community voices within development practice?

[see http://www.planotes.org/ and reading list associated with week 9 lecture on Challenging development – the ideas of Robert Chambers and Arturo Escobar]

For further questions, see past exam papers: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/students/office/exampapers/geog.htm
