Inter-cluster event 12-2pm May 14th, Foyer, Main Building
Background

This event is in response to calls at the Away Day for more academic discussion and interaction between clusters. It is also an identified Action from the Phillips Taskforce. The programme for the event was approved by Research Committee on 27 April 2007.
Aim

To agree internationally important research questions/hypotheses that each cluster will work on in collaboration with other clusters. 

Specifically the goal is for each cluster to come away from the event with at least one new project idea they can work on with every other cluster. There are five clusters so there should be four new projects per cluster. As this is a two way link, working this out logically means 10 new projects in total. This may sound challenging but lets try it and there may be more opportunities than you think!

Timetable
12.00-12.30 Cluster presentations

Each cluster should present for no more than 5 minutes on what they see as the important internationally relevant intellectual research agendas that they would like to tackle over the next few years. Clusters should present forward thinking presentations and not ones outlining past achievement. In particular this presentation should be geared towards raising ideas for potential collaborative projects across the School. 
12.30-12.50 Sand pit 1 

The attendees will now split into five groups around five flip charts. Each flip chart will be owned by one cluster with one of their members present. However, the groups must be mixed (someone from each of the other clusters in an individual group). The group will have 20 minutes to agree upon at least one research question or hypothesis that they would like to work on with the cluster who own the flip chart. They should then also agree on the ways they might begin to answer that question and potential routes for getting the work done (e.g. funding source, PhD studentship etc).

12.50-13.20 A buffet lunch will be provided so that people can network and discuss ideas raised informally.

13.20-13.40 Sand pit 2
There will be a rotation of the groups from sand pit 1 and people will move on to a different flip chart.

13.40-14.00 Report back, next steps

We will have reporting back on the research questions/hypotheses to be tackled and some discussion about how to take the ideas forward with (perhaps) future inter-cluster events to discuss projects in more detail etc.

Attendees
All cluster members are invited to this event as it is important that PhD students, research staff and academics attend.

