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SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY

Minutes of the CSAP Meeting, 9 May 2007, G.23, 12 noon
Chair: Linda See/Dianna Smith
	Item
	Action Point
	Person(s)
	Completion by
	Completed

	1
	Hiring proposal for storage/documention of CSAP code
	MB
	ASAP
	

	1
	GMAP to be approached for generic SIM code
	MB
	ASAP
	

	3
	Pod/vodcast of UPTAP activities
	AJH/JCHS
	ASAP
	

	4
	SS to ask each member of staff for three photos and a description to accompany each. 
	SS/CSAP members
	End of May
	

	4
	SS to liaise with David Appleyard to get these photos put on the pages.
	SS/DA
	Middle of June
	

	4
	SS to liaise with staff regarding project pages and how these can be improved.
	SS/CSAP members
	Middle of June
	

	4
	SS to work with David Appleyard to get our CSAP member list converted to a page that resembles the current staff pages.
	SS/DA
	End of May
	

	5
	Arrange a short meeting prior to the school cluster meeting (if required)
	MB
	14/05/07
	

	6
	Organise Away Day
	MB
	ASAP
	

	7.3
	Update CSAP on bids; identify and approach individuals who might be suitable for involvement.
	JCHS/PHR
	Ongoing
	

	7.4
	Discussion on research chair position
	MB
	23/05/07
	


1. Post Microsimulation Discussion
We discussed options for microsimulation code as well as code more generally, in particular storage of code, creation of generic code, versioning and referencing. Versioning software was suggested but not recommended. It was suggested that we use cluster funds to hire a person to put all the code in one place and document it. It was also suggested the GMAP might be persuaded to give us their generic spatial interaction model. Finally, a suggestion to convert any FORTRAN code to Java was discussed but it was decided the priority for now should be storage and documentation. 
Action: MB to put together a proposal for hiring someone to store/document CSAP code.

Action: MB to approach GMAP for their generic spatial interaction code.
2. AAG Debrief/ASAP Journal/Book Reviews
CSAP had 3 sessions and they were well attended. There were positive views from the outside world. MC made an interesting observation about the large number of Chinese/Asian researchers doing quantitative work and that we should be taking this into account in our future strategy. The ASAP journal was well publicised during the AAG. The website is up and running but the submit button does not currently work (to be followed up by JCHS). Both JCHS and MB are personally inviting authors to submit paper; CSAP member are encouraged to tell people about the journal. Flyers can be provided for conferences and PN has a slide anyone can use as part of a conference presentation to advertise the journal. AJH asked cluster members for information about reports. IPPR, Demos, Joseph Rowntree, etc. were mentioned and cluster members should provide AJH with any further information.

3. Pod/vodcasting
AJH has funds for pod and vodcasting and asked the group for any interest (e.g. monthly digest of what the group is doing, ‘An Audience with…’ type pod/vodcasts, summaries of key papers, use in modules). JCHS was volunteered to explain UPTAP research via a pod/vodcast.

Action: AJH to fix an appointment with JCHS to get the first CSAP pod/vodcast.

4. CSAP Website
The chair asked the group for 3 main areas for improvement to the web. These are:
· More pictures

· Improve project webpages

· Better staff pages

Action: SS to ask each member of staff for three photos and a description to accompany each. SS will then liaise with David Appleyard to get more photos put on the pages.

Action: SS to liaise with staff regarding project pages and how these can be improved.

Action: SS to work with David Appleyard to get our CSAP member list converted to a page that resembles the current staff pages.

We also discussed the issue of dissemination and how this appears to be a low priority for us. It was decided that we need to interact better with SS and provide a clearer picture of our needs. This is a subject that might be covered under an Away Day (see item 6 below).
5. School Cluster Meeting (14 May 2007)
Attendance at this event was encouraged. Cluster members are asked to feed their thoughts to MB. It was also suggested that MB might like to arrange a short meeting before the school cluster meeting to discuss CSAP’s ideas.

Action: MB to arrange a short meeting prior to the school cluster meeting (if required)
6. Event Planning
The group discussed the idea of having another Away Day. In principle this was supported with a suggested structure of a) an hour on teaching b) an hour on research c) an hour on how to best utilise SS.

Action: MB to organise an Away Day
7. Any Other Business
7.1. Software request
LS requested £150 for neural network software for a PhD student, which would be available over the network to everyone. The group approved the request. 
7.2. Chairs for future meetings
SS has requested chairs for the following dates: 20 June, 4 July, 8 July. CSAP members should contact SS directly.

7.3. Funding calls
JCHS and PHR mentioned funding calls, in particular the ESRC centre bid with Gill Valentine and others across the university, a census programme call and collaborations with India, China, South Africa and Brazil. CSAP members should contact JCHS and PHR if they are interested. However, I think this could also be more proactive, hence the action suggested below.
Action: JCHS/PHR to update CSAP on these bids at each cluster meeting and to identify and approach individuals who might be suitable for involvement.

7.4. Chair discussion needed – added post the All School Staff meeting
There were some heated discussions at the All School Staff meeting, which were centred around hiring a research chair (item 4.2 of the Task Force document circulated at the meeting). CSAP needs to discuss these suggested areas of research and where this fits into CSAP’s research agenda.   

Action: MB to consult with CSAP members about the chair position, either via e-mail or at the next CSAP meeting.
Date of next meeting: 23 May 2007, 12 noon, G23.
