May 23rd, 2005
Dear Reviewer:

I am enclosing the manuscript, “Explaining the spatial variation of food poverty in Ecuador” for your review and assessment for publication in a special issue of Food Policy on food security and poverty mapping. You will also find the standard guidelines for reviewers for the journal. I am sending these documents by both electronic mail and hard copy. If you have not yet received the hard copy, it should arrive in the next few days.  

This review process is double blind. Authors and reviewers will remain anonymous. 

Please complete the guidelines document where you are asked for your recommendation regarding publication, your confidential comments to the editors and your comments to the authors. 

In addition to issues relevant to Food Policy, we would like you to consider the suitability of the paper in the context of a special issue on the geographic dimensions of poverty and food security.  Some of the questions the special issue will address are:
· What are the geographic dimensions of food security and poverty? How important are approaches that consider spatial dependence, spatial interaction, distance and accessibility?

· What is the role of environment and resource endowments in explaining poverty and food security? Does the research shed any light on the concept of poverty traps (increasing poverty due to over-exploitation of resources, which in turn results in a less sustainable resource base for the future)?

· Does the paper advance methodological approaches, either by testing novel approaches or developing new ones? What are the implications of the methods for future initiatives in food security and poverty mapping?
· What are the policy implications of the study in the context of geographical targeting of research and development resources to the areas in greatest need?

We are asking that you return your review as soon as possible. I appreciate your willingness to review the manuscript. If you have any questions about this process, please let me know. 
Best regards,
