The following books are a selection of those that I recommend to be read if you are interested in science as explanation as I am.  At a conference mainly made up of geographers interested in information systems and science called GISRUK in Glamorgan Wales April 2001.  There was an address of fundamental principles that presented some tenets, which I think have been thought out more thoroughly by other scientific organisations.  I think science questions belief by theorising and analysing about fundamental principles, the so-called laws or axioms.  It is useful to theorise and think about the effects on explanation if specific laws or axioms were relaxed.  In a way this is how crisp logic became a special case of fuzzy logic (by relaxing the law of the excluded middle) and how Euclidean geometry became a special case of geometry (in one way by relaxing the axiom stating that parallel lines never meet).  Scientific thinking is extremely useful and my work in computational geography draws on methods developed in many other subjects.  Hopefully the application of the computational scientific paradigm to geography will yield methods generally useful too.

George Johnson Fire in the mind: Science, faith and a search for order

David Deutsch The fabric of reality

Richard Dawkins Unweaving the rainbow

