
FAQs for Undergraduate Open Days…
University Open Days are held in June & September each year – these are pre-applicant dates. SoG Open Days will be held on Wednesday afternoons between November and March 2007/08 – these are aimed at successful applicants receiving an offer from us.

NOTE: we cannot ask prospective and actual applicants about other institutions to which they may be considering applying or have already applied.

ADMISSIONS-RELATED

Programmes and Entry Requirements:
· BA Geography: AAB including Geography or equivalent
· BSc Geography: ABB including Geography or equivalent and a maths or science subject*
· BA Geography with Transport Planning: BBB including Geography or equivalent
· BSc Geography-Geology: BBB including Geography or equivalent, plus one of Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Maths or Physics
All offers are made on the basis of 3 ‘A’ level grades and exclude General Studies.
GCSE Maths and English are expected at grade C or above.
*Maths/Science requirement for BSc Geography:
· We accept Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Science, Geology, Maths, Physics or Statistics.
· We DO NOT accept Archaeology, Business Studies, Economics, Healthcare Studies, Psychology, Sociology, Sports Science.
Other subject queries should be forwarded to the UG Admissions Officer or Admission Tutors.

It is possible to study Geography with a range of other subjects including arts, social sciences, modern languages and sciences.

What do I do if I don’t get the ‘A’ levels results asked for?

Call the School’s Admissions Officer on results day; in some years we are able to offer places to applicants who narrowly miss their grade offer, or we may offer them an alternative course.

How many applications are there per place and how many students do we accept?

We receive around 1200 applications per year. Currently we accept c189 for BA Geography, BSc Geography, BA Geography with Transport Planning, BSc Geography-Geology.

What are the fees arrangements for the University of Leeds?

For those applying for entry in 2008, the exact amount has not yet been confirmed but is expected to be around the £3,140 mark per year.
A ‘Money Guide’ is made available at all Open Days (successful applicants should have received a copy with their offer), detailing financial support from the Government and individual scholarships and bursaries available to Leeds students.
What financial assistance is available from Leeds?

It is expected that more than one-in-four students starting in 2008 will receive the Leeds Bursary. Students with a household income of up to £25,000 will receive £1,500 per year. For students with a household income of between £25,000 and £36,000, the amount awarded will range from £325 to £1,300.
The Myrtle Boultwood Scholarship will be available to Geography applicants in the 2007/08 admissions cycle (BA Geography, BSc Geography, BA Geography with Transport Planning applicants only, NOT BSc Geography-Geology). Applicants with a household income of £25,000 or less are eligible to apply. The School is guaranteed 2 scholarships for the highest scoring applicants. The scholarships are worth £1,700 per year for three years of an undergraduate degree.
What financial assistance is available from the Government?
· a grant (for students from England and Wales), dependent on household income.

· a loan to cover tuition fees - paid directly by the Student Loans Company to the University.
· a student loan for maintenance - covers basic living costs – a percentage of the maximum loan is dependent on household income.
Loans are only repayable once a student has left university and is earning over £15,000 per year.
TEACHING-RELATED

Can I change programmes?

The first year of the BA and BSc is very similar and provides a firm foundation in human, physical and environmental geography. Towards the end of the 1st year, if a student wishes to change from one programme to the other, they can discuss the possibility of a transfer with the Student Support Manager. Permission may depend on satisfactory performance in exams in June.

How many hours of contact time are there?
It is difficult to give a firm answer as it depends on choice of modules and their teaching methods. For all UG modules, 10 credits = 100 hours of studying and students are expected to study independently in addition to taught sessions. Normally suggest between 10 and 15 hours per week in the first year (the teaching load in some weeks will be heavier than others).
If I apply for BA (or BSc) do I have to do physical (or human) Geography?

In the first year students study both ‘halves’ of the subject to give them a grounding and basic understanding which they may need later. This is important to keep the flexibility for students wishing to change BA→BSc or BSc→BA. From the second year onwards BA (or BSc) students can choose their options and electives to avoid the physical (or human) aspects if they wish.
Can I study another subject alongside Geography?

Geography students normally take 20 credits per year of electives, giving students the opportunity to study additional geography modules, or modules from a wide range of subjects in departments across the University.

Tutorials/dedicated contact time/student support

We offer tutorials at all levels, staff student hours, excellent student support within the department (including a dedicated Student Support Manager) and the University in general, including the LUU Advice Centre, Skills Centre, Equality Service, Careers Centre, etc.
Teaching strands

Optional modules have been organised into a series of thematic strands that link modules at Levels 2 and 3; these strands reflect the research interests of our staff and offer students a balanced and wide-ranging syllabus.

Field trips
1st year field trips are compulsory (and free) – the first takes place in the first few weeks of term (non-accredited), with a focus on team work and getting to know the staff. There is also accredited, Leeds-based fieldwork in Semester 2.

2nd year field trips are optional – BA students can go to Montpellier, Trieste or Helsinki and BSc students can go to the Austrian Alps or Spain.
3rd year field trips tend to be more expensive and we are continuing to develop our programme of international field trips at this level – current options for BA students include Greece, Mexico, Japan and, for BSc students, New Zealand.
Are ‘finals’ in the last year only?

No – Levels 2 and 3, weighted 1:1 or 1:2, whichever is the better.

What are your UG drop out rates?

About 3% per annum (national average about 18%). All leavers have a meeting with the Student Support Manager and complete a monitoring form. Most leave if they have chosen the wrong course, should have taken a GAP year, need to be nearer home or have personal problems that mean Leeds is not right for them.

YEAR ABROAD/TRAVEL

Can anyone go on an exchange?

We have to be confident that a student’s academic career will not be harmed by studying abroad so we only accept those predicted to achieve 2:1 or better. In reality it is rare to turn down applications – we try to facilitate international travel as much as possible.

Where can I go?

We have Erasmus/Socrates partners with Grenoble, Liège and Santander (applicants need to be fluent in French or Spanish). Utrecht is also available - this course is taught in English.
Inter-continental exchange partners are: Waterloo and McMaster (Canada), Illinois (US), National University of Singapore and Queensland (Brisbane) Australia. If we had more applications than these could cope with, we can also use some of the University’s other host destinations.
Will marks from abroad count towards my degree?

Inter-continental exchanges: Yes, we translate foreign marks into Leeds equivalents and include them in the final degree classification. Erasmus operates on a pass/fail basis.
Do I have to miss a year at Leeds if I go abroad?

Erasmus exchange students transfer to a 4-year programme and go abroad in the third year.

Inter-continental exchange students can choose whether to stay on a 3-year course (and miss Level 2 in Leeds) or transfer to a 4-year course where the year abroad is an extra year (taken in the second or third year).
Students completing the 4-year version would have ‘International’ on their degree certificate.

Is it very expensive to have a year abroad?

Obvious costs include flights to get there, travel in the host country and extra insurance. In most host countries, the cost of living (in addition to a favourable exchange rate) make accommodation and other costs lower than the UK. If necessary some students get jobs whilst abroad to supplement their funds – most student visas allow this.

Erasmus students do not pay tuition fees to Leeds (or their host university); for the inter-continental exchanges, students pay £800 fees to Leeds (none to the host university). Students are still eligible for the full Student Loan during the year abroad. If transferring to the ‘International’ degree, a student’s LEA may provide some funding (that is discretionary so varies from one LEA to another).
Is there financial help for travel?

The University has some bursaries for which students can apply, including the Edith Benten Travel Scholarship in the School of Geography.

How do you work around the Australian academic year starting in January?

UK students go out to Australia in July (most will include time out in SE Asia on the way) and start their Semester 2 in August. They have their long vacation over their summer from December – February (a chance to travel, work, or even study) and then do Semester 2. We have never had reports of this causing any problems.

How do I organise accommodation for my return to Leeds?

We are able to offer university accommodation to returning exchangers if they want it and apply in time. Most will liaise with friends in Leeds and go into shared student housing.
CAREERS / YEAR IN INDUSTRY / WORK EXPERIENCE

Emphasise the diverse nature of a Geography degree, the flexibility and range of options open to Geography graduates and examples from experience of past graduates.

· Skills focus evident throughout Geography degree programmes.

· ‘Career Preparation for Geographers’ module available for second year students.

· Faculty careers events focusing on different employment opportunities and options for further study, with speakers from relevant companies, organisations and educational institutions.

· Work Placement module available for third year students.

· Possibility of taking a year out to work in a suitable placement as part of the 4-year ‘Industrial’ degree.

· Excellent support from the Careers Centre (Careers Consultant specifically for Geography students) both before and after graduation and numerous careers events across campus.
How is the Industrial year organised?

Students find their own placements, although help is available from the School’s Work Placement Tutor and the University’s Careers Centre. Students work for at least 30 weeks in the placement, get paid for it, produce a planning document, keep a log and write a report of the placement at the end. They pay £800 fees during the year out and we understand are NOT eligible for the Student Loan during that year.

Is the Industrial year assessed and included in the degree?

Because of the very individual nature of the placements it would be difficult to compare performance so the Industrial Placement module (120 credits) is marked on a pass/fail basis. We hope that with suitable communication and support from the School, none of our placement students would fail the year out.

ACCOMMODATION

Is there a risk I won’t get into University accommodation?

A place in University-managed accommodation is guaranteed to all first year students who apply in the normal way and by the deadline specified by Accommodation Services (usually early July).
What sort of accommodation is available?

A wide range…
New/traditional    

Clarence Dock/Tetley/Devonshire 

On/Off Campus  

Charles Morris, Ellerslie/Bodington

Large/Small 


Bodington/Ellerslie

Self-/fully-catered

Halls and flats

Internet access and en-suite facilities are popular options – 3,000 rooms (out of 7,500) have en-suite facilities and all residences now offer 24-hour internet access at no extra charge. All bills are included in the rent, as is insurance for personal possessions (within reason!).
Where can I find a price list for University accommodation?

Approximate accommodation costs are posted on the Accommodation Services website.
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