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Introduction

The following lesson plans have been designed to support QCA unit 6, ‘Investigating our local area’ for Key Stage 2, year three children (full QCA guidelines can be viewed at www.qca.org.uk/ca/5-14/). This pack contains five lessons designed to last for approximately two hours each and are documented in the order at which they should be taught. The only exception to this is the optional ICT lesson as this can be incorporated at any point in the unit. Each lesson is split into its own section and contains a series of teaching notes and the relevant class resources required. Where necessary a worked example has been included so that it is clear what is required from each exercise. Packard et al (1997) recognise that it is necessary to use a variety of approaches in lesson as “the more variety… the better each child’s learning style will be accommodated.” This variety has been achieved through the inclusion of visual, aural and written activities and resources such as ICT and maps have been used rather than the traditional textbook approach as this increases the children’s interest and allows for interaction (Fisher, 2000). The use of map work is also fundamental in this topic as it allows for the skill to be incorporated within a scheme of work rather than in its normal standalone unit (Davidson and Catling, 2000). Most of the maps have been simplified for the children because if they were too detailed then they would be distracted from what they were trying to achieve. Each lesson begins with a class discussion so that it is clear what the children have to accomplish and this will aid their understanding of the subject. An individual activity has also been included in each lesson so that the children have a sense of achievement at the end and the varying tasks prevent children’s concentration from waning especially since it is quite short in this age group (Packard et al, 1997).

Although these materials have been devised for a school in the Weetwood area the lesson ideas can be lifted and used on other areas with just the maps and photographs being altered. I hope these materials are useful within your classroom and are both enjoyable for you to teach and for the children to learn from. 

References
Davidson, G. and Catling, S. (2000) Towards the question-led curriculum 5-14 in Fisher, C. and Binns, T Issues in Geography Teaching, Routledge Falmer, London.

Fisher, C. (2000) The resourceful geography teacher, in Fisher, C and Binns (eds) Issues in Geography Teaching, Routledge Falmer, London.

Packard, E. Packard, N. and Brown S. (1997) 500 Tips For Primary Teachers, Kogan Page Ltd, London


LESSON 1 : WHERE IS WEETWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL?

1.1    Objectives

· To investigate the location of Weetwood Primary School.

· To understand the type of settlement that Weetwood is.

· To use and interpret maps. 

1.2    Activity

· Discuss with the class the locality of Weetwood Primary School. Approx 20 minutes
- Using the proceeding map of the UK (designed to be used on a OHP) ask the children to identify where Leeds is on the map. Draw their attention to the country that it is located in (e.g. England) as well as the area (e.g. the north). Ask the children to identify cities near to Leeds and express whether they are north, south, east or west, thus promoting the use of compass directions. 

· Next show the map of Leeds on the OHP, making sure the key is visible. Check that the children understand what the map shows by asking :

What does the blue line represent?

Which part of the map is the urban boundary? 

Also check that they understand that the urban boundary represents the edge of inner city Leeds. Ask someone to point out where Weetwood is and make use of compass directions again to explain the locality of Weetwood within Leeds.

- Now show the street map of Weetwood, highlighting the location of the school. Point out features that the children will recognise such as Otley Road and Glen Road as this will help them to interpret and visualise the map more easily. 

· Introduce the concept of scale, enabling the children to define between large and small-scale maps. Approx 15 minutes.
· Return to the map of Leeds and explain that this map shows a larger area than the map of Weetwood (i.e. one shows the whole city, whilst the other only shows a few roads around the school). Explain that this difference is due to the scale of the map. All maps are a smaller version of what the area is like in real life but the individual map scale indicates what they actually show. This scale is often represented on professional maps by a ratio but another clue is the amount of detail shown. Explain that the larger the scale then the more detail is shown, therefore maintaining that the map of Weetwood is a larger scale than the map of Leeds. Check their understanding of this concept by asking questions such as

Which map has the largest scale, the UK map or the Leeds map? (Leeds)

· Introduce the different types of settlement. Approx 10 minutes.
-  Again work with the Leeds map. Explain that all the different places that people live in are called settlements but the type of each settlement depends on its size. Introduce the concept of a settlement hierarchy as shown below.

  

City – a large or important town



Town – a group of buildings larger than a village



Suburb – a residential area on the outskirts of a city



Village – small group of houses in a country area

Ask the children what type of settlement Leeds is before progressing on to ask about Weetwood. If available, an OS map of the surrounding area of Leeds would be useful to highlight villages and towns, helping the children visualise the different size and types of settlements.


· Worksheet. Approx 1 hour.
· Guide the children through the worksheet explaining what the questions require. For question one the children will need the UK base maps on their table in order to identify where to mark Leeds. Question two requires the same analysis as completed in the earlier discussion such as which country and area Leeds is in as well as identifying a city nearby. For question three the Leeds base map is required and a similar commentary as in question two is needed (e.g. area and nearby places). Although the type of settlement will already have been discussed the different names may need to be written on the board by way of a recap and for spelling. The final question requires them to mark the school on a map so the base map of Weetwood will now be needed and the children need to carefully locate the school before making a neat key to identify what it is. 

· EXTENSION

- On the bottom of the worksheet ask the children to list the different maps (UK, Leeds and Weetwood) in order of scale size, from small to large. Any remaining time can be spent colouring in the UK and Leeds map appropriately.  

1.3    Resources

· Maps of UK, Leeds and Weetwood on acetate

· Base maps of UK, Leeds and Weetwood in multiple copies for the children

· An overhead projector (or if unavailable the maps will need to be enlarged and hung in the room)

· Worksheets, one per child


LESSON 1: CLASS RESOURCES

UK map……………………………………………………………………… p7
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Where Is Weetwood School?

1) Mark where Leeds is on the map of Great Britain.


[image: image5.wmf]
2) Describe Leeds location within the country.

3) Describe where Weetwood is in Leeds.

4) What type of settlement is Weetwood?

5) Locate Weetwood School on the following map. 

(HINT
- decide on a symbol to represent the school and make a key to show what the map represents) 
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Where Is Weetwood School? 

1) Mark where Leeds is on the map of Great Britain.
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2) Describe Leeds location within the country.

· Leeds is located in the north of England.

· Sheffield is located to the south of Leeds.

· Manchester is located to the west of Leeds.

3) Describe where Weetwood is in Leeds.

· Weetwood is in the north of Leeds.

· Meanwood and Headingley are south of Weetwood.

· Horsforth is located to the west of Weetwood.

4) What type of settlement is Weetwood?

Weetwood is a suburb as it is a settlement located within the city of Leeds.

5) Locate Weetwood School on the map below. 
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Key


Weetwood Primary School


LESSON 2: WHAT IS OUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT LIKE?

2.1    Objectives

· To investigate the local area surrounding Weetwood Primary School.

· To be able to give clear directions.

· To improve map reading skills.

2.2    Activity

· Walk around local area. Approx 1 hour.
· A short walk around the local area will begin this lesson to ensure that they all have an awareness of the area surrounding the school. The planned route is illustrated on the following map and this route should be briefly explained to the children before beginning the walk. The children need one map between two so that they can follow the route throughout the walk and questions should also be asked throughout to test the children’s map reading ability. These should take the form of,



When we reach the corner which way do we turn?

            Or


On which side will we pass the church?

· Writing directions. Approx 1 hour.
· Once back in the classroom the children will need a copy of the map of the local area. From this they will need to write directions to certain features within the area walked. The first two features should be specified such as Bryans Fish shop and Richmond school playing field. See if the children can recall where these features are from the walk, but if they find this difficult an extra map with different features identified on it has been included. Once the children have finished this task they can continue to write further directions to places of their choice that are located on the local area map. 

· EXTENSION.

- For the more advanced members of the class ask them to identify the shortest route for each set of directions as this will mean that they have to visualise the actual distance on the map as well as the route.

2.3    Resources

· Clipboards

· Base maps with the route highlighted

· Base maps to use for writing directions

· Base maps with key features identified

· Extra adults to help supervise the children on the walk. 


LESSON 2: CLASS RESOURCES

Route map……………………………………………………………………. P20

Base map……………………………………………………………………..  p21

Base map with features………………………………………………………..p22
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Key

1. Weetwood Primary School

2. St Chads Church

3. Bryans Fish Restaurant

4. Richmond School Playing Fields

The Three Horse Shoes 


LESSON 3: FEATURES OF THE LOCAL AREA 

3.1    Objectives

· To understand what the main features are in the local area.

· To use secondary sources and be able to link these to maps.

· To understand changes that have occurred in the local area. 

3.2    Activity

· Main features of the area. Approx 40 minutes
- Begin the lesson by showing the base map of the area (preferably on an over head projector) so that the children can reacquaint themselves with the layout of the local area. Ask them to identify where Weetwood School is to check their understanding. Display the present day photographs and explain that they will need to match up these photographs with the map. Use photograph one as an example and as a class, identify what feature is and where on the map it is located. To locate the remaining five photographs get the children to work in pairs or threes (depending on the individual class’s ability). Let the children work on rough paper for this part of the exercise as this may require several attempts.

· Once the children have completed this draw the class together and discuss where everyone has placed the photographs and resolve any discrepancies. On the base map mark on the location of each photograph so the children can clearly see their locations.

· How the local area has changed. Approx 20 minutes.
· Continuing in a class discussion, reveal the older photographs. Allow the children chance to study the photographs before asking suggestions on which photographs match the present day ones. Encourage the children to identify the changes that have taken place in these areas and make sure you have the notes to accompany the photographs in order to inform the children about what they show.

· Map work. Approx 1 hour.
· Give each child a copy of the base map and the key (either on two pieces of A4 or on one piece of A3 paper). This exercise requires the children to correctly locate each of the features on the map (identified as A, B, C…) before assembling a key. In the key each feature should be drawn and labelled so this it is clear what the map shows and a title should be given. 

· EXTENSION 

- Any child that finishes the map early should be allowed to study both the present day and old photographs of each feature and create a list of any changes that can be noted. If this task is completed then encourage these children to report their findings to the rest of the class. 

3.3    Resources

· Photographs (both present day and old)

· Base map on acetate if possible

· Handouts of base map and key on either two pieces of A4 or one piece of A3. 


LESSON 3: CLASS RESOURCES

Present day photographs………………………………………………………..p27

Old photographs……………………………………………………………….. p31

Notes to accompany old photographs…………………………………………..p35

Base map………….…………………………………………………………….p37

Key…………………………………………………………………………….. p38

Map with location of photographs marked……………………………………..p39
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Notes to accompany the old photographs
1. Weetwood Primary School 

In the Second World War these buildings were air raid and ambulance station before they become Weetwood School. In 1995 the school was relocated into the adjacent Hollin Hall, which is where it stands today.

      Present day photograph F.

2. St Chads Church

This photograph was taken in 1926. The war memorial, which is located at the entrance in this picture, has now been relocated in the new memorial gardens.

Present day photograph G

3. Headingley Picture House

In 1912 Headingley picture house opened, but today it is better known as Cottage Road Cinema. This photograph shows the entrance with its original glass canopy. In 1999 the frontage was restored to once again reveal the stone arched entrance. 

Present day photograph D

4. Weetwood Lane from Otley Road

This photograph was taken in 1930 and shows a second block of shops now on the site of the electricity sub station.

Present day photograph C

5. Five and Seven Weetwood Lane (Now Bryans Fish restaurant)

This photograph dates c1910 and the two buildings are now the site of Bryans fish restaurant. No 5 is the local police constables house and the lamp outside is thought to be the constabulary blue lamp.

Present day photograph A

6. Weetwood Lane and Otley Road junction – The Three Horse Shoes
This photograph is taken c1905 and shows the old frontage of the Three Horse Shoes. Early motor cars can be spotted down Weetwood Lane and the gas lamp  outside the pub acts as a sort of traffic island as at this time there was n o need for pavement railings.

Present day photograph B

7. Eight and Ten Weetwood Lane
This photograph was taken in 1930. Number eight is now the ART shop and number 10-18 has been demolished and replaced with the electricity sub station. The ART shop was originally a fish and poultry shop and number ten was a Sweet and Tobacco shop. The gap in between was called Back Bailey’s Place.

Present day photograph E
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LESSON 4: THE LOCAL LAND USE

4.1    Objectives

· To learn about the local land use.

· To use fieldwork techniques.

4.2    Activity

· Fieldwork. Approx 1 hour.
- A map of the study area has been provided; this is a small area close to the school that contains different types of land uses. Ask the children what the term land use means and ensure that everyone has a clear meaning of it. (Definition: The purpose for which the land is being used). Explain that this exercise is focused on them collecting primary data about the local land use and by the end of the lesson they will have each plotted the land use for this area on a map of their own. Show the children the study area and guide them into devising a key suitable for the exercise. Land uses that need to be included are:

Leisure




Restaurants




Houses




Shops




Business

These categories are best identified by symbols such as triangles; squares etc in the field but different colours can be incorporated into the neat copy later. Once the key has been decided hand out maps and clipboards one between two and give the children time to copy down the key. 

- Once in the field make sure the children know where they are on the map and allow them time to identify each type of land use on the way. In areas where there are long stretches of one land use it may be easier to indicate this with an arrow and the number of buildings in this section, rather than marking on every building on the field map. 

· Creating a neat copy of the map. Approx 1 hour.
· Once back in the classroom the findings of the fieldwork can be copied onto a neat map. Begin this by allocating a colour to each category, as this is clearer to read. Ensure that each child includes a title and a key on their map.

· EXTENSION.

- Allow the children to discuss their findings and any differences that they have. Explain that there will always be slight differences as fieldwork is down to individual interpretation, e.g. deciding what category to put a particular land use in. Encourage them to discuss the major form of land use in Weetwood as well as identify the impacts that certain land uses may have on the area. 

4.3    Resources

· Map of study area

· Clip boards

· Extra adults to help supervise the children during the fieldwork


LESSON 4: CLASS RESOURCES


Field work map…………………………………………………………………… p44

Child’s completed field work map……………………………………………….. p45
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LESSON 5: THE IMPACT OF THE LOCAL LAND USE



5.1    Objectives

· To identify how certain land uses can have an impact upon the environment.
· To recognize how these impacts can be minimised.

· To interpret fieldwork results.

5.2    Activity  

· The impact of land use on the local environment. Approx 20 minutes.
- Display a copy of their fieldwork from last lesson and ask the children if they can identify any forms of pollution that the different land uses may create. Encourage them to realise that the shops and takeaways will cause more litter pollution. Also ask them to think about the local area and see if they can identify any other forms of pollution that don’t necessarily result from the land uses on the map. (Reveal that the busy roads such as Otley road will also cause pollution). Encourage the children to identify the areas where this pollution will be worst using the fieldwork map and ask them if they can explain why. Also discuss any improvements that could be made to minimise the negative impact of pollution.

· Pollution worksheet. Approx 1 hour.
· Hand out the pollution worksheet and explain that these six questions refer to the types of pollution that their local area suffers from. Go through the different questions and suggest ideas that they could include in their answers. Encourage the children to use full sentences rather than just listing the answers. Allow the children time to decorate the worksheet with pictures relating to pollution. 

· EXTENSION

· For those children who finish this task early allow them to look at the OS maps from 2001, 1953 and 1908 to see if they can spot any changes in the area so that they can contribute to the final discussion.

· Final discussion. Approx 30 minutes.
- To round up the topic allow a section at the end of the lesson to discuss what the children have learnt. Display the OS maps from 1908, 1953 and 2001 and see if the children can notice any differences in the layout of the study area. Comment that the basic layout has mainly stayed the same although some small changes have occurred. Ask the children why they think this is.

- Try to draw the children’s knowledge together by asking them to recall what type of settlement Weetwood is and what landuse it is mainly made up of. Try to get the children to make assertions as to why it is mainly housing in the local area by asking a series of revealing questions; do you think many people live and work in the local area? What types of shops are there? Why are they mainly expensive specialist types? Why is their no food store? 

Lastly, to round off this topic of work, ask the children to try and predict how the area may change in the future and discuss these ideas as a class.  

5.3    Resources

· Field work map

· OS maps from 2001, 1953 and 1908

· Pollution worksheets


LESSON 5: CLASS RESOURCES

Pollution worksheet………………………………………………………………p50

2001 OS map……………………………………………………………………..p52

1953 OS map……………………………………………………………………..p53

1908 OS map……………………………………………………………………..p54

Child’s completed pollution worksheet…………………………………………..p55

Changes identified from the OS maps……………………………………………p57
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Pollution in the local area

1) Which type of properties may cause problems with litter pollution?

2) Which roads will be most affected by litter?

3) What might be done to improve the litter problems in these areas?

4) Which roads do you expect to have fewer problems with litter and why?

5) Which roads do you think will be most affected by pollution from motor vehicles and why?

6) Which road would you choose to live in if you wanted to avoid pollution from vehicles and why?

2001
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Differences identified in the OS maps

· The 1953 and 1908 maps have tramlines marked on Otley road the 2001 map does not.

· There is and electricity sub station marked on Weetwood lane in both the 2001 and 1953 map but not on the 1908 map.

· Number 2 Weetwood Lane is not present on the 1908 map.

· Headingley Picture House is not marked on the 1908 map.

· The area where Bryans Fish Restaurant is currently located has changed since 1953. Separate buildings have been joined together or demolished – 3a, 5 and 7 Weetwood Lane are no longer marked on the map.

Some premises have either been joined together or demolished resulting in incomplete house numbers along the streets but overall there has been no dramatic changes to the area. 


LESSON 6: OPTIONAL ICT LESSON

Objectives

· To see what the local area looks like on different maps.

· Improve map-reading skills.

· To be able to interpret aerial photographs.

Activity

· Locating Weetwood Primary School. Approx. 40 minutes.
- Explain each task by using the demonstration computer. Firstly navigate to the web site www.multimap.com and wait for the page to load.

- On the left hand side of the page there is a ‘Quick Search Function’, make sure that it is set to Great Britain then in the box type Leeds and hit enter. This will load a view of Leeds in the map window. On the tool bar to the left there is a compass which has a plus and minus symbol above it, clicking on these will increase and decrease the area viewed in the window. This changes the scale of the map, an issue that was discussed in the first lesson. (The minus button makes the scale smaller whilst the plus button increases the scale). Let the children get to this point on their own computers and see if they can identify settlements nearby and state whether it is the plus or the minus button that increases the scale of the map. If the children where unable to look at different sized settlements in lesson one time can be spent looking at places nearby Leeds with the children identifying whether they are cities, towns, villages or suburbs. 

- Once the children have reached this stage you can progress to study the area of Weetwood. In the ‘Quick Search’ box type in the schools postcode (LS16 5NW) this will load a map of the local area. Let the children do this and see if they can find Weetwood Primary School, as the building will not be marked on the map. Give the children time to discuss together what else they can see on the map.

· Using aerial photographs. Approx 20 minutes.
- Below the compass there is a link called ‘view aerial photograph’. If you click on this the area shown in the map will then be transformed into the aerial photograph. Again this can be zoomed in or out in order to see different sized areas. 

· To aid interpretation of the aerial photograph click on the link ‘overlay map,’ again on the left hand side toolbar. As you move the curser over the photograph that area is shown as a map in order to understand what features are being shown.  

· EXTENSION

- If time permits let the children find their house both on the map and the aerial photograph. This can be done by typing in their postcode in the ‘quick search box’ or by moving the maps focus by using the compass directions. Using the latter technique will help the children increase their spatial awareness by linking two well-known features to one another. 

Resources

· Computers for the children.

· Demonstration computer.

· Extra adults if possible to guide the children through the tasks. 

SUBJECT: Geography


QCA UNIT 6: Investigating our local area



YEAR 3 

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LEARNING ACTIVITY
	ASSESSMENT
	SPECIFIC RESOURCES
	TIME

	· To understand the location and type of settlement that Weetwood is.

· To use and interpret maps. 
	· Class discussion on the location of Weetwood within the UK. Initially locate it on a large UK map then move to larger scales until you reach a street map of the local area.

· Introduce the concept of map scale and explain the different types of settlement that exist.

· Each child completes an individual worksheet, which recaps on the class discussion.

· EXTENSION: Get the children to list the maps studied in scale size. Colour in UK map appropriately.
	Individual worksheet
	· Large map of the UK

· Map of Leeds and Weetwood

· Worksheet
	2hrs in total

	· To investigate the area near to the school.

· To be able to give directions around the local area.

· Improve map-reading skills.
	· Class walk around the local area, pointing out the main features.

· In the classroom, create directions to two main features in the local area.

· EXTENSION: Let children plan directions to other features, Asking for the shortest routes.
	· Ask questions throughout walk to gain feedback on their understanding

· Paragraph on directions.
	· Clipboards

· Maps with route highlighted

· Base map from which the children can plan their directions.

· Map with major features identified.
	1hr for walk

1hr for class work.

	· To understand what the main features are in the local area.

· To use secondary resources and be able to link these to maps.

· To understand some of the changes that have occurred in the local area.
	· Identify the local features in present day photographs and match them with their location on a map.

· Match the older photographs with their present day photograph.

· Locate photographs on individual maps and draw each feature in the key.

· EXTENSION: List any changes that have occurred between the two photographs. 
	· The location of the photographs on individual maps.
	· Base map on acetate.

· Base map and key for each child

· Photographs
	1 hour matching and discussing location of photographs

1 hour filling in map and key 

	· Learn about the land use in the local area.

· To use fieldwork techniques.
	· Discuss what the term land use means and devise a key in order to map different types of land use.

· Record the different land uses in the sample area.

· Produce a neat map of the local land use.

· EXTENSION: Ask children to highlight differences between each other’s maps and explain why this will occur. Encourage them to discuss the impact of the local land use on the environment. 
	· The final map.
	· Clipboards.

· Maps of the study area.


	1hr for field work

1hr to create neat copy.

	· To identify how certain land uses can impact upon the environment.

· To recognise how these impacts can be minimised.

· To interpret fieldwork results.
	· Discuss the possible pollutants in the local area, which areas will be most affected and how they could be minimised.

· Work through the pollution work sheet individually and decorate.

· EXTENSION: Compare OS maps and identify any changes that have occurred.

· Final discussion: End the unit by discussing the different OS maps and type of settlement that Weetwood is. Lastly allow the children to imagine how the area might change in the coming years. 
	· Question sheet.
	· Pollution sheet

· OS maps
	Pollution discussion and worksheet 1 hour 20 minutes

Final discussion 30 minutes

	Optional ICT lesson

· To see what the local area looks like on different maps.

· Improve map-reading skills.

· To be able to interpret aerial photographs.
	· Navigate to www.multimap.com. Enter Leeds into the ‘Quick Search’ box and explore different settlements and scales, recapping on issues discussed in lesson 1.

· Type in the school postcode and locate Weetwood Primary School.

· Use link to view aerial photographs and the overlay function to interpret what it shows.

· EXTENSION: Allow the children to search and locate their house on both the map and aerial photographs.
	Ask regular question about what the children can see and identify on the maps. 
	· Computers

· Extra adults if possible to help guide the children through the tasks
	1 hour
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��Â�����ÿÿÿ����Open Table "C:\Documents and Settings\Helen Wheeldon\My Documents\Work placement\Great Britain" As Great_Britain Interactive

Map From Great_Britain 

  Width 5.29167 Units "in" Height 4 Units "in" 

Set Window FrontWindow() ScrollBars Off Autoscroll On

Set Map

  CoordSys Earth Projection 8, 79, "m", -2, 49, 0.9996012717, 400000, -100000

  Center (355116.9999,612851.5023)

  Zoom 1680.104167 Units "km"

  Preserve Zoom Display Zoom

  Distance Units "km" Area Units "sq km" XY Units "m"

Set Map

  Layer 1

    Display Graphic

    Global Pen (1,2,0)  Brush (2,16777215,16777215)  Symbol (35,0,12)  Line (1,2,0)  Font ("Arial",0,9,0)

    Label Line Arrow Position Center Font ("Arial",0,9,0) Pen (1,2,0) 

      With Name

      Parallel On Auto On Overlap Off Duplicates On Offset 2

      Visibility On

   Object 1 Visibility Off

   Object 2 Visibility Off

   Object 3 Visibility Off

Set Map Layer 1 Editable

Set Window FrontWindow() Printer

 Name "Canon BJC-3000 (BJRSTR)" Orientation Portrait Copies 1

 Papersize 9
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