
Extracts from  Work Place Cooperative Report
Constructing a Project for the school

The subject of the project I should produce for the school was decided on my first day.  This was excellent as it meant that whilst I was observing classes, I could make a mental note of the abilities of the children I was producing a project for.  I had a few options from which to choose, but I settled on a project on tourism for year nine.  
There was already a year nine project on tourism in existence, however, Bob and John both felt that it needed to be improved.  They thought that the existing project was too broad and complex for the students.  It involved choosing a holiday in Europe and bringing holiday brochures into the class, something the children apparently got carried away with, and ended up concentrating more on their ‘holiday’ than geography of their chosen country. There was also the concern that as the children were being expected to do their own research on the country, the result was not as detailed as it should have been. Bob asked if I could focus the project on one particular country, as opposed allowing them to choose one from the whole of Europe.  I also decided that it would be a good idea to provide a resource pack, so it could be guaranteed that the children would have the information they needed. The project would be set after a certain number of lessons on tourism, so the children would have some knowledge on the subject before they started it.
My Aims

· To produce a project on tourism for year nine, to run over five lessons.  

· The project should result in a clearer understanding of tourism and its affects.    

My Objectives

· To focus the project on one particular country.

· To provide the resources necessary to complete the tasks set in the project.
· The project should fulfil the requirements of the national curriculum.

· The tasks had to be accessible to the both the very able and the weaker children.

· The tasks should be varied and as fun as possible!
Bob provided me with the necessary resources to help me produce this project.  These included: the original tourism worksheet that I was trying to improve (this was useful as I could draw ideas from here), several textbooks, a sheet stating the aims and objectives of that project (this was particularly useful as it gave me guidelines along which to base my project) and a national curriculum guide which included what the children should be learning at key stage three.  John also provided me with past worksheets for year nine on other subjects, which were helpful for giving me ideas.  However, I found that one of the most useful resources was my observation in the classroom. 
Carrying out the research

I had to choose a country within the European Union as it is a requirement of the national curriculum to study the EU.  I also thought it should be a country that at least some of the children would be familiar with, so I chose Spain.  Having never been there myself however, I had a feeling that the task that lay ahead was going to be quite a challenge.

My initial plan was to take the original project (see appendix) and simply revamp it so it applied to Spain.  However, I soon realised that this would not be possible, and that it would also defeat the object of remodelling the project.  I then realised that the best option would be to produce the resource pack about Spain first and then focus on producing the actual tasks.
I knew I had to give the children information on a selection of areas/regions or resorts that they could focus on, because to simply ask them to pick a place in Spain would have been ludicrous, since I had to assume that they knew nothing about the country.  After spending some time on the internet, I decided that the best option was to focus on regions of Spain.  To provide a little information on each region in the resource pack, and then get the children to choose a region on which to focus their work.  However, I soon realised that this would be impossible, since there are so many regions and many of them are very similar, also, the text would have been very long and not accessible for the students, particularly the weaker ones. I then decided that focusing on cities would be better, but I soon realised that many cities are the same, and this would not be particularly interesting for the children, since they are more likely to desire beach or adventure holidays. By this stage, I was getting extremely frustrated as I had spent hours on the internet trying to come up with some sort of solid plan.  
Eventually, I settled on three broad areas of Spain: The Pyrenees, the Mediterranean coast and Madrid and the area surrounding it.  In other words, they could choose between a mountain walking/skiing holiday, a beach holiday or a city holiday.  Finally, I could produce some basic fact sheets about these areas and begin to concentrate on the task sheets.
I shall now go through each of the five sections of my project, explaining the relevance of each one.

SECTION A Tourism in Europe

The idea of this section is to set the scene by discussing tourism in the context of Europe, and to briefly introduce the students to Spain before the next lesson.

Page 1 of the resource pack contained information on tourism in Europe.  Most of which I obtained from a key stage 3 geography textbook called Interactions provided by Bob. Having to answer the questions in part A will make them read the first few paragraphs on tourism in Europe.  It will also involve reading the map/statistics which is an important skill to develop.  Part B will make the students read the second section on Spain’s main tourist attractions (i.e. the three areas discussed earlier), so they gain a brief understanding of these areas before next week’s lesson.  Part C is more of a broad task, asking the children to write an article on why Spain is the most popular destination for British tourists.  This task should consolidate what they have already learnt in this section.  I have tried to make the last task in every section quite broad, so that the more able children can really do well, and the less able can still do as well as they can.
SECTION B Spain in Europe

The idea of this section is to focus more on Spain, to introduce the students to some basic facts about the country.

Pages 2, 3 and 4 in the resource pack are the resources for this section.  Part A will be good practice for their map skills.  It will also teach them about the countries in the European Union, and the situation of Spain within Europe.  Part B will consolidate the meaning of human and physical geography, remind the students about primary, secondary and tertiary industries and teach them some basic facts about Spain.  Part C will improve map skills and give the students some idea about the location of some of the major cities in Spain.  Part E will introduce the students to the three areas of Spain I have chosen for them to study.  Writing the postcard will consolidate what they have already learnt in this section.  
SECTION C The climate of Spain

This section is designed to practice drawing and reading graphs and statistics.  

The information needed to complete this section is on page 8 in the resource pack.  Part 1 will develop the student’s ability to draw climate graphs.  Part two will develop their ability to read their climate graph, as well as learning some basic facts about Spain’s climate.  Part 3 will work on their ability to compare graphs and statistics.

SECTION D Your Leaflets

This section should draw together everything the students have already learnt about Spain in a fun and creative way.  But also encourage them to develop some of their own research skills, if they are capable, by finding additional information in brochures. 

SECTION E The impacts of tourism

This section should consolidate some of the basic facts about the positive and negative impacts of tourism.
The information needed for this section is on page 9 in the resource pack.  Part A should develop the student’s ability to read statistics.  Part B should help them to practice their graph drawing.  Part C will make them read the text on page 9 of the resource pack, and teach them about the reasons for the increase in over the last 30 years.  Part D should teach the students about the positive and negative impacts of tourism, as well as developing their ability to work with others, and articulate their opinions.  
Problems I encountered
Having never produced any sort of teaching materials in my life, this was, unsurprisingly, quite a challenge for me. My main problem was producing material that was basic enough for the children.  I had not really considered that this would be a problem, as I assumed that it would be quite straight forward to produce some basic worksheets.  However, I had not realised how challenging this would be.  I feel it was especially difficult for me, as an outsider, as although I had observed a few year nine classes, I did not know the children well enough to know what the most competent could do, or, for that matter, what the least competent could do (log, p12).  Therefore, getting the level just right, was a challenge.  Bob and John were aware of this fact however, and advised me as much as they could by suggesting I produce as much of a variety of tasks as possible.  
I was lucky, in that I had a template on which to base my project (i.e. the old project).  I am not sure I would have managed quite so well without this.  The project took me an awfully long time to complete as I was constantly worrying that I was not doing the right things.  However, when I showed John and Bob what I had done a few weeks before I was due to had the project over to them, they seemed pleased overall.  They suggested a few minor adjustments.  The main criticism being that the wording of my questions was too complex and longwinded.  Once this was rectified, Bob and John seemed pleased with the result.  I have handed the project over on disk, so they can make any further adjustments if they find that something does not work
I obtained the information below from the DfES website.  These are the objectives they recommend for year nine geographers studying tourism.  I believe that my project reaches most of the criteria they recommend at this level.  I do feel however, that I have neglected to compare tourist industries in more economically developed countries with that in less economically developed countries.
OBJECTIVES
PUPILS SHOULD LEARN

 What is tourism? How important is tourism as an economic activity? 

· to select and use appropriate graphical techniques to present evidence on maps and diagrams 

· to analyse and evaluate evidence and draw and justify conclusions 

· to classify different types of holiday 

How and why is the tourist industry changing? 
· to analyse and evaluate evidence and draw and justify conclusions 

· to write a report 

· to consider patterns of change in an economic activity, the processes responsible for them and their impact 

What is the impact of the tourist industry - good or bad? 
· to ask geographical questions and suggest appropriate sequences of investigation 

· to use secondary sources 

· to determine the geographical context of places studied 

· to compare tourism in countries at different states of economic development 

· to consider the idea of sustainable development and its implications for the tourist industry 


Conclusion
In conclusion, I feel that this project has been an all round success.  It has certainly been a challenge, but nonetheless, I have thoroughly enjoyed doing it.  I believe the time I spent in school has been extremely valuable as, despite revealing to me the pressure and hard work involved, it has only strengthened my desire to teach. 
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