How and Why has tourism increased in the last 30 years?

World tourism growth, 1950-1999

Year

International tourist arrivals (thousands)

1950 25,282

1960 69,320

1970
      165,787

1980
      285,997

1990
      457,217

1998
      636,581

1999
      664,437





Over the last thirty years or so there has been a rapid increase in tourism.  More people are taking holidays, many are having several holidays a year, and travel abroad is becoming increasingly popular.  There are three main reasons for this:

· People are now better off than in the past and have more money to spend on luxuries such as holidays.

· People have more leisure time and the length of their annual holiday time has increased.

· Places have become more accessible as transport improvements have made travel faster, easier and cheaper.

What benefits does Tourism bring to Spain?
The development of the tourist industry can bring many benefits.  For tourists it can improve the chances of having a good holiday.  For the countries involved (such as Spain) it can be an important source of money and employment.  Spain, which was once very poor, now has much higher standards of living due to increased tourism.  Benefits include:

· Jobs for locals in hotels and restaurants etc.

· New amenities which locals can use

· More money coming into the area (this can be spent on hospitals and schools etc)

· Improvements in transport

· Demand for locally produced souvenirs

· Demand for locally produced food

· Old buildings get repaired

· New ideas are brought into the area

What problems does tourism bring to Spain?

Although the increase in tourism has brought many benefits, it can also bring disadvantages too.  

· The better tourist jobs (such as hotel management and chefs) rarely go to local people

· Jobs are seasonal so there is no work for much of the year

· Tourism raises prices so locals cannot afford goods in shops

· Locals cannot afford to use tourist facilities

· Discos, bars and other tourist attractions spoil the local way of life

· Most of the money from tourism goes out of the area.

· Popular locations are overcrowded and spoilt
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