Tourism in Europe
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Western Europe is one of the world’s most developed tourist areas.  Countries here are relatively small and close together.  Travel is fast and efficient and the high standards of living mean that people have more money to spend on their holidays.  Most tourist movement in Europe is from the cool north to the sunshine and warmth of the south.  By far the most popular areas are the countries of the Mediterranean, such as Spain, where hot sun and blue skies are common throughout the months of July and August.

The map below shows the ten most popular European destinations for British tourists.  The thickness of each line shows the number of tourists going to that country.  A map like this is called a flow map. 

Spain’s main tourist attractions

From this map, we can see that Spain is by far the most popular destination for tourists from the U.K.  This may be because Spain has many different types of attractions to offer tourists.  Spain offers

· Seaside holiday resorts along the Mediterranean coast:  Offer beaches for sun bathing, warm sea for swimming and water sports, interesting cliff scenery for coastal walks, hotels and nightlife.

· The Pyrenees Mountains:  Offer spectacular scenery, walking and climbing holidays, peace, quiet and fresh air.

· Other tourist centres e.g. Madrid and other cities:  Offers interesting old buildings, castles, cathedrals and museums, historic sites, leisure parks, good nightlife and excellent food.






1


