[image: image1.jpg]The man who mapped the world

Unfold an Ordnance Survey map and you see the legacy of a remarkable
16th-century cartographer. Travel writer Nicholas Crane has written a
biography of Gerard Mercator, 'prince of geographers'
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The Guardian

Maps codify the miracle of existence. And the man who wrote the codes for
the maps we use today was Gerard Mercator, a cobbler's son, born 500 years
ago on a muddy floodplain in northern Europe. In his own time, Mercator was
"the prince of modern geographers”, his depictions of the planet and its
regions unsurpassed in accuracy, clarity and consistency. More recently, he
was crowned by the American scholar Robert W Karrow as "the first modern,
scientific cartographer".

Mercator was a humble man with a universal vision. Where his
contemporaries had adopted a piecemeal approach to cartography, Mercator
sought to wrap the world in systematic, overlapping maps. Along the way, he
erected a number of historic milestones. He participated in the naming and
the mapping of America, he constructed the two most important globes of the
16th century, and the title of his pioneering "modern geography”, the Atlas,
became the standard term for a volume of maps.

Mercator also devised a new method - a "projection” - of converting the
spherical world into a two-dimensional map. Unfold any Ordnance Survey
map of Britain and you will see a landscape plotted on Mercator's Projection.
Click through the pages of Nasa's website and you will find it illustrated with
maps of the solar system, on Mercator's Projection.

Mercator was born in 1512 and died in 1594. His world was one of military
conflict, social upheaval, religious revolution - and geographical discovery. He
was five years old when Ma - Luther prec itated the Reformation, and 10
when ¢ survivorr €the v first circu wiga®  -eturned  Seville in
“heir





The local area: KS2

Section 1, part 1

Studying a map of the World

· Imaginary lines of latitude and longitude drawn around the world are often used to describe the position of places in the world.

· Lines of latitude are circles around the earth and they are numbered in degrees north or south of the equator.
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· Lines of longitude are lines linking the North and South Poles and they are numbered in degrees east or west of a line through London, known as the Prime Meridian.
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It is extremely important to understand the geography of the world and where exactly you live in relation to it.  The world is made up of seven large masses of land called continents, and each of these is composed of several countries.  Imaginary lines of latitude and longitude are often used to describe the exact position of these places.  Lines of latitude are circles around the earth.  They are numbered in degrees north or south of the equator.  Lines of longitude are lines linking the North and South Poles.  They are numbered in degrees east or west of a line through London, known as the Prime Meridian.

Using the map and a world atlas, answer the following questions:

1. Which continent is the United Kingdom in?  …Europe…………………………………………..

2. The United Kingdom is made up of Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England……...?

3. Name four countries that the Equator runs through.  Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil, Gabon, Congo, Zaire, Uganda, Kenya, Somalia, Indonesia, Malaysia………………………………………

4. What are the names of the lines that run at: 23.5° North? …..Tropic of Cancer…………...…


  23.5° South? …..Tropic of Capricorn…….…….

5. What line of latitude runs through Spain?  …40° N……..…………………..….………………..

6. Between which lines of latitude does the United Kingdom sit?  …40° N and 60° N………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

The local area: KS2
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A map of England
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England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are divided up into even smaller units called counties.  Leeds is located in the county of West Yorkshire.

With the use of an atlas, mark on the map above the location of Leeds (Mark with an x).

Describe the location of Leeds filling in the blank spaces, from the list of words below.

England is the …largest….… part of the United Kingdom and also has the biggest population.  England is divided into ……smaller….……. units called …counties…..

Leeds is located in the county of …..…West Yorkshire……, in the ….…North..….. of England.  Other counties in this area include Lincolnshire, Cumbria and ……Nottinghamshire…..

Leeds is the largest ….city..…. in West Yorkshire, but others such as Wakefield and ……Bradford….. are just as important in form and function.

West Yorkshire


city


largest

        counties

Bradford

smaller

Nottinghamshire

North

The local area: KS2

Section 1, part 1

A map of the local area

Knowing your local area is just as important as knowing where your local area is, in relation to the rest of the world.  This map shows just one area of Leeds – the location of your school.

Firstly, find your school.  Then, using compass directions, label the different features and their direction from Blenheim Primary School.  (Carlton Grove has been labeled as an example).

Label: 

1. Leeds University

2. St. Georges Park (Woodhouse)

3. Leeds General Infirmary

4. Clay Pit Lane (A58)

5. Leeds City Library

6. Add 2 features of your own
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Families have a family crest, companies have a company logo, towns and
cities have flags, and sports teams and schools have emblems or nicknames.
Many other institutions and groups have also adopted some symbol that they
feel appropriate to represent them to the rest of the world. These images help
build awareness of the unique features of the group and build pride as they
provide a unifying spirit. Throughout history, symbols have been important
elements of the development and progress of life as we know it today.

Point to ponder
1. Do you know what the flower is that represents England?

2. Do you know if Leeds has an emblem?

Project to pursue
Think carefully about the unique features of your school, and design a flag

representative of all of these. To help, look at the ideas put together to
provide the overall image of Leeds.
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Leeds is a top shopping destination.

As well as having lots of clothing and shoe
shops, there are also numerous music and
health and beauty shops.
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Leeds is the 3™ largest city in the United
Kingdom after London and Birmingham.

| An owl is one of the emblems of the City of Leeds.
_

A The city has an exciting cultural life
and is home to Opera North, the Northern
School of Contemporary Dance and the
| West Yorkshire Playhouse. There is also
| a wide range of museums and galleries.

The city is home to several famous sports teams,
including Leeds United Football Club, the Yorkshire
‘ Cricket Club and Leeds Rhinos (rugby league).

| Leeds has a population of just over 700,000 people.

You and your family make up just a few of these
people. ,
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