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	Treasure Hunt

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

1. To introduce pupils to the concept of ‘environments’.

2. To enable the children to explore and examine the different environments within the school boundaries

	Resources:

· Newspaper article

· Treasure hunt cards

· Scissors

· String
	· Worksheets

· Treasure (sweets)

· Extension activity worksheets

	
	

	Preparation

[10 minutes]
	· Using the string and scissors, set up the treasure hunt by tying the cards to the different features in the environments.  Ensure to keep the first clue to give to the children.  [The order of the clues is optional].

	Introduction:

[10 minutes]
	· An environment is the surroundings in which something or someone exists.  Give some examples of both large scale (the desert) and small scale (a river) ones and then ask the children to give some examples of their own.

· Clarify the importance of protecting environments (such as the school playground) so that they can continue to be beneficial to those who use them.  Read the newspaper article and ask the pupils for their opinions on the topic.

	Main:

[5 minutes]

[30 minutes]

[10 minutes]
	· State the instructions and purpose of the treasure hunt.  A variety of words can be used to describe environments including wet, dry, smooth or rocky.  Ask the pupils to give some examples of their own.  Highlight the safety issue – walk don’t run!

· Individually, in pairs or as a group, complete the treasure hunt and fill in the worksheet naming each environment the clues lead to and 3 words that could be used to describe it.  [The different environments = the pond, the vegetable garden, the car park, the playground, the field and trees and the classroom].
· Discuss with the class the answers on their worksheet and for each environment ask the pupils to provide some ideas of what might exist there.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the pupils questions about environments [what is your favourite school environment and why?  What is your favourite environment in the world and describe it in 3 words?  What is your least favourite world environment and why?].

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘You and the Environment’: Governments and industries can spend thousands of pounds trying to clean up and restore the environment, but it will not be enough unless people like you, join in the effort to minimize the effects of pollution.  Ask the pupils in pairs to make a list of specific things that they and their family could do to help protect the environment.  It is important to consider both large scale problems (deforestation) and small scale problems (traffic pollution and rubbish).


