	Lesson Plan: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
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	Traffic Survey

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

1. To develop the pupils awareness of traffic in the immediate vicinity of the school and why it is a problem.
2. To enable the children to carry out some fieldwork, while taking into account their own safety, and improving their teamwork skills and observational techniques.
3. Further lesson: To enhance the pupils computer skills, an essential quality in today’s world.

	Resources:

· Newspaper article

· Worksheets

· (ICT suite)
	· Colouring pencils

· Plain paper for the extension activity

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· A change in landscape that should be observed, are the roads in the local vicinity of the school.  These are dangerous places, especially when traffic builds up.  Read the newspaper article.

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[30 minutes]

[10 minutes]
	· Traffic can be a major problem.  To measure the volume of traffic, surveys are often carried out.  They count the number of different types of vehicles that pass a certain point in a certain amount of time (ie. if a car passes the surveyor they will put a ‘mark/line’ in the appropriate box on their worksheet).  Demonstrate the activity on the white board.

· Take the class to the road just outside the school gates (making sure they are all stood on the pavement and making it clear they are not to stand in the road).  In pairs, the pupils are to carry out a traffic survey for ten minutes, filling in the worksheet accordingly.  Repeat the activity, studying a different road (ie. on Blenheim Walk).
· Back in the classroom, ask the children to ‘total’ each of the columns on their charts and answer the questions on their worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the children questions associated with traffic, making them think about the reasons why traffic builds up: what different types of transport use roads and why? when do you think most journeys are made and why (rush-hours)?  why do journeys vary in length?

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Journeys’: write a list of different journeys you make on some plain paper.  Describe both long and short distance trips, and the different modes of transport you use for them.  Draw pictures to illustrate your journeys, and colour these in accordingly

	Further lesson
	· Making use of the ICT suite, ask the children to create graphs from the results of their traffic surveys. [Bar graphs: mode of transport along the ‘x’ axis, and number counted up the ‘y’ axis.]


