	Lesson Plan: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
	Section 2
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	Crop Rotation

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

1. To develop the pupils understanding and identification of the different vegetable groups.
2. To introduce the children to the different techniques used to improve plant growth, focusing specifically on crop rotation.

	Resources:

· Variety of fruit and vegetables (cut into pieces ready to eat)

· Worksheets
	· Colouring pencils

· Plain paper for the extension activity.

	
	

	Introduction:

[10 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· Provide the pupils with the variety of fruit and vegetables and ask them to identify them from sight, touch, smell and taste.  Linking this to the previous lesson, also ask them to identify whether they are perennial or annual plants.

· Discuss with the pupils the basic elements plants need in order to grow and the different methods that enhance the growth of these fruit and vegetables.  Basic needs: water, sunlight, carbon dioxide (photosynthesis) and nutrients from the soil.  Methods to enhance growth: using compost, crop rotation and companion planting.

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[5 minutes]

[25 minutes]
	· Give a brief commentary on the use of crop rotation; what the process involves, the reduction of soil-borne diseases, which vegetables are used and the management of nutrient levels.

· State the instructions and purpose of the exercise to the pupils.  The children will develop their understanding of how plants grow efficiently, by creating their own crop rotation cycle.  They are to pick 3 vegetables from the different groups identified, and then complete the diagram by drawing pictures of the vegetables in the correct boxes and colouring them in.  To enhance the growth of the plants they may also take into consideration weather conditions, growth at which time of year and any additional growth techniques.

· Individually each child is to complete the worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Allow the pupils to present their work to the rest of the group, explaining which vegetables they have cycled and how they have assured good growth of the plants.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Designing a vegetable garden’: ask the pupils to design their own vegetable garden, arranging the vegetables according to their ‘group’ and labeling each plant (design the vegetable garden on a piece of plain paper).


