The local area: KS2

Section 2, part 2

Teacher’s notes:

Basic elements plants need in order to grow:

1. Water

2. Sunlight

3. Nutrients from the soil

4. Carbon dioxide from the air

The majority of plants grow in the spring and autumn months, when there are moderate amounts of rainfall and sunlight.  Carbon dioxide and nutrients are always available to plants.

Methods to enhance growth of plants:

1. Compost: made up of various components including waste materials and compost, which contain nutrients that improve the condition of the soil and therefore help plants to grow.

2. Crop rotation: involves sowing plants in different places each year, so they can absorb the plentiful supply of the nutrients each individually needs from the soil in order to grow.  When the plants are removed from that place and eaten, the soil then has time to replenish itself with the nutrients it has lost.

3. Companion planting: discourages pests and diseases, encouraging healthier plants to grow.  Garlic and onions chase away insects that prey on beans, potatoes, strawberries and tomatoes.

Crop Rotation

Crop rotation involves sowing plants in different places each year, so they can absorb the plentiful supply of the nutrients each individually needs from the soil in order to grow.  When the plants are removed from that place and eaten, the soil then has time to replenish itself with the nutrients it has lost (manage fertility of the soil).

Crop rotation reduces soil-borne diseases such as club root and potato blight that damage plants.

For crop rotation to be effective, the plants are separated into 4 different groups, each requiring different nutrients from the soil in order to grow.

1. Bulb, squash, marrow, shoot and root vegetables

2. Pod and seed vegetables

3. Salad vegetables, spinach and spinach beet

4. Swedes, turnips, radish and leaf vegetables

After selecting which vegetables you want to grow, you then need to cycle them accordingly:
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