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Better school grounds create better behaved children, reducing bullying and
vandalism, new research claims.

A survey, carried out by school grounds charity Learning through Landscapes
(LtL), published yesterday, showed that improved surroundings can also
enhance pupils' self-esteem and have a positive impact on academic
performance and students' attitudes towards learning.

LtL hopes its research will prompt local education authorities to increase
spending on school grounds, "now that the benefits to the children and to their
local communities have been clearly proven".

The charity estimates that only 30% of the "significant teaching and learning
potential” of school grounds are used.

"The outdoor environment can provide opportunities not possible in the
classroom and provides an ideal backdrop for mentoring between teachers
and children with difficulties," it said.

The charity's chief executive, Ken Davies, said for secondary schools trying to
encourage teenagers to stay in education "an improved school environment is
a significant incentive, especially where teenagers themselves have played a
part in those improvements".

The government's own strategy for primary education "shows what can be
achieved by involving children in outdoor activities", he added.

LtL is hoping to raise the profile of outdoor learning during National School
Grounds Week, this week.

A spokeswoman for the National Union of Teachers said research on school
buildings, housing estates and other areas had always pointed to the
improvements in behaviour that come from pleasant, well maintained
surroundings. "This report echoes those findings. Sadly, for schools this year
far too many are having to make teachers redundant and reduce staffing
levels because of funding shortages," she said. "School grounds not only offer
areas for play and sports, they also provide opportunities for children to learn
about insects, birds, plants and much more, which can stimulate further study
in these areas. Too few of our schools have adequate facilities or time,
because of the demands of the national curriculum, to promote these
activities."

David Hart, of the National Association of Head Teachers, said he supported
calls for increased funding for school grounds, and was not surprised by the
findings. A good quality environment "gives pupils a feel-good factor, which is
bound to lead to better academic performance", he said.





The local area: KS2

Section 1, part 2

A School Treasure Hunt

An environment is the surroundings in which something or someone exists.  To describe an environment you might use words such as hot, cold, wet, dry, friendly, dangerous, colourful, dull…

There are lots of different environments within the school grounds.  This exercise gets you to look at these and describe how you see them.

Instructions

1. Using the clue provided, work out the answer and then go to that environment.  At each location you will find your next clue, leading you to your next environment.

2. At each environment, write the name of the location and 3 words to describe the conditions.

Exercise

	Name of environment
	Words to describe the environment

	1.  Pond
	1.

	
	2.

	
	3.

	2.  Vegetable Garden
	1.

	
	2.

	
	3.

	3.  Car park
	1.

	
	2.

	
	3.

	4.  Playground
	1.

	
	2.

	
	3.

	5.  Tree / grassland
	1.

	
	2.

	
	3.

	6.  Classroom
	1.

	
	2.

	
	3.
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Governments and industries can spend thousands of pounds trying to clean
up and restore the environment, but it will not be enough unless people like
you, join in the effort to minimize the effects of pollution. The number of new
departments, agencies and environmental groups has greatly increased since
the 1970’s. Not only have they tackled the impact of water, air and noise
pollution, but they also attempt to control the problem of litter, vandalism and
graffiti.

Point to ponder
Unfortunately, many kids and adults have little respect for their own

immediate environment as they continue to litter the public places in the
community. Where have you seen litter and why do you think people litter in
the first place? What can be done to change their ‘litterbug’ behaviour?

Project to pursue

Make a list of specific things that you and your family could do to help protect
the environment for future generations.




