	Lesson Plan: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
	Section 3
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	Rainfall

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

1. To describe and explain the seasonal distribution of rainfall in the UK and how rainfall is measured.
2. To enable the children to draw graphs accurately and with confidence.

	Resources:

· Plain paper

· Question/Instruction sheets

· Lined paper

· Colouring pencils
	· Graph paper

· Rulers

· Lined paper for the extension activity

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· What is the term used to describe rain?  The climate affects what people wear (what do we mean when we talk about the climate?).  The climate refers to the weather conditions around us.  It specifically looks at temperature and rainfall.

· Individually, draw a picture of a person, what you would expect them to be wearing and any accessories they might have, if the temperature was very cold and there was lots of rain (use plain paper).

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[15 minutes]

[20 minutes]
	· To study the pattern of rainfall, every month the amount of rain fallen in a particular place is measured using a rain gauge.  Rainfall is measured in mm’s and it is often illustrated by drawing a bar graph.

· Individually, complete the exercise by answering the questions from the sheet on lined paper.

· Individually, draw a bar graph using the figures provided on the instruction sheet.  Plot months along the horizontal axis and rainfall up the vertical axis.  The graph paper should be landscape (2 large squares to every 50mm of rainfall, and 1 large square for every month).  Give the graph a title and colour it in.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the children questions about the graph they have drawn [which month has the most rainfall? Which three months have the least rainfall?].

Ask the children to give some names of other school environments, other than the vegetable garden and the pond that could be studied.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘The advantages and disadvantages of rain’: make a list of the advantages and disadvantages rainfall makes to you (ie. advantage = creates puddles to jump in, disadvantage = have to play in the classroom instead of outside on the playground).


