	Lesson Plan: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
	Section 2
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	Food Chains

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

1. To enable the pupils to research the different links between organisms, that exist within the vegetable garden and environments as a whole.
2. To allow the children to actively become part of a food chain to enhance their learning and improve their communication skills.

	Resources:

· Plain paper

· 10 pieces of string (1 meter long)
	· Name cards

· Worksheets

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· If plants are given the correct conditions to grow in and are provided with a plentiful supply of nutrients, then they will produce delicious fruits and vegetables that we can eat.  Ask the children to write down on a piece of plain paper, as many foods as they can, beginning with the letter ‘S’.

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[30 minutes]

[10 minutes]
	· Food chains are made up of a series of links.  Each link is a type of organism, which passes on nutrients to the new link when eaten/digested by it.  Most food chains start with green plants that are called primary producers.  These use the sun’s energy to photosynthesis and make their own food, as well as taking up nutrients from the soil.  The nutrients are then passed on to herbivores (only eat plants) that eat these plants, and then to carnivores (only eat animals) that eat these herbivores.  The nutrients are sometimes then passed to even larger carnivores that eat these smaller carnivores.  When an organism dies, its nutrients are returned to the soil, ready to be absorbed by the green plants and for the cycle to start again.  Demonstrate on the white board, by drawing an example food chain.

· Activity: give each child a name card, each with a different name of an organism (the green plant organisms should be names of plants that exist in the vegetable garden).  Ask the ‘green plant’ to stand at the front of the classroom, then any child that eats this plant should link themselves to it with a piece of string and then any child that eats any of these herbivores should become part of the food chain as well.  Some carnivores may eat more than one herbivore; therefore they will have more than one link.  Once one food chain is complete, create another one.

· Ask the children to draw some examples of food chains that they have just composed as a class on the worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the pupils to give some examples of food chains.  They can exist in any environment, not necessarily in the vegetable garden.  For instance,

Grass                  Cow                Human

Ask the children to give some names of other school environments, other than the vegetable garden that could be studied.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· Ask the pupils to illustrate with pictures, the food chains they have drawn, and to colour them in neatly.


