The local area: KS2

Section 4, part 1
Teacher’s notes: Introductory activity

	1, Ladybird
	11, Daddy-long-legs
	21, Oak tree

	2, Squirrel
	12, Fly
	22, Norway Spruce tree

	3, Yew tree
	13, Magpie
	23, Clover

	4, Beech tree
	14, Beetle
	24, Sparrow

	5, Fern
	15, Elm tree
	25, Soil

	6, Badger
	16, Daisy
	26, Earthworm

	7, Dandelion
	17, Alder tree
	27, Snail

	8, Slug
	18, Ash tree
	28, Caterpillar

	9, Grass
	19, Woodlouse
	29, Elder tree

	10, Fox
	20, Moss
	30, Centipede
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Fagus sylvatica

Beech trees can reach 40m in height and have widely spreading branches. The oval leaves have veins
protruding from the edges. The leaves start out yellow-green and turn shiny dark green later in the
season. The rich brown leaves of autumn often remain on beech in hedges into the winter. Beech trunks
have smooth, silver bark. The mast is a case of four sections which falls from the tree in autumn and
opens to allow the seed inside to germinate. Beech seedlings can often be found in large numbers in a
beech woodland during the spring. Native to southern England.

Yew

Taxus baccata

A very long lived tree, sometimes reaching 2000 years. Mature trees are rather short but tend to be
broad. The evergreen needles are dark green . The flaky bark is rather reddish in colour. Trees are either
male or female with tiny flowers in early spring. Clouds of yellow pollen appear from the male tree if
knocked when in flower. The poisonous red berries are called arils as they do not fully enclose the seed.
Preferring alkaline soils, Yew is often found in old church yards.




[image: image2.jpg]Norway Spruce

Picea abies

Norway Spruce is the original "Christmas Tree" species. Naturalised in Britain it is grown in plantations
for timber and Christmas sales. It usually has a regular, conical shaped crown and densely packed sharp
needles which closely hug and nearly cover the stalks. The bark is thin and cracked, it usually has a
reddish appearance. The cones always hang downwards and can be up to 18cm in length.
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Elder

Sambucus nigra

A fast growing shrub or small tree occasionally reaching 10 metres. A mature tree's bark is deeply
fissured, while broken twigs are quite pithy inside. The flowers bloom in clusters and smell of cats. The

berries appear in clusters in early Autumn and are black or very dark red. It grows well on disturbed
soils.
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Fraxinus excelsior

This species often reaches 20-25 metres in height and is the only native member of the olive family. It
has smooth silver grey bark which breaks into fissures on older trees. During winter the large unopened
buds are jet black. Ash leaves are one of the latest to open and often drop while still green. Each seed is
set in a long green wing or samara and drops from the tree during October. Ash likes alkaline soils and

large ash woods will grow in limestone areas.
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Alder

Alnus glutinosa

Common near water, can reach 20m in height. Mature trees have rather sparse crowns. The bark is
brown or grey and has fissures. The leaves are quite rounded & hazel like in appearance, but often have
an indented tip. The female catkins are cone like. After the winged seeds are released, the female
catkins remain on the tree for some time.
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[image: image4.jpg]Pedunculate Oak

Quercus robur

The Pedunculate or English Oak supports more species of wildlife than any other tree in Britain (following
the demise of the English Elm). It can reach to 45 metres with a ragged crown but more normally its
leading shoot is eaten, forcing out side branches to form a large spreading dome up to 20 metres in
height. The twisted furrowed bark is greyish in colour. The leaves grow on very short stalks and have
deep lobes, the pair nearest the base point backwards. The seeds are called acorns and form on long
stalks in small clusters. They form an important winter food source for jays and squirrels.

English EIm

Ulmus procera

One of the most prolific of deciduous trees in Britain before the onset of Dutch Elm disease. It grows in
hedgerows and sends up many suckers to form lines of trees. The tree can be identified by its rough
surfaced dark green leaves which have one side longer at the base. Until the number of elms crashed

after Dutch Elm Disease, the English Elm supported a greater variety of wildlife than any other British
tree species.

elm_free






The local area: KS2

Section 4, part 1

Teacher’s notes: (answers to tree identification exercise)

1. English Elm

2. Beech

3. Norway Spruce

4. Alder

5. (Pedunculate) Oak

6. Yew

7. Elder

8. European Ash

