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	Maps

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

1. To introduce pupils to maps of different scales and to locating their ‘local’ environment using lines of latitude and longitude.

2. To develop the children’s understanding of their local environment and its different land uses, with the use of compass directions.

	Resources:

· Newspaper article

· Map of the local area
· Worksheets x 3
	· Atlases

· Extension activity instructions and worksheets

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· Explain to the pupils that it is important to understand their local region and its position in relation to the rest of the world.

· Read through the newspaper article, identifying the first use of maps.  Maps take many forms and scales, therefore different methods are used to locate the specific features within them.

	Main 1:

[10 minutes]

[10 minutes]
	· Studying the world map, there are 7 large land masses called continents, and each of these are composed of several countries.  Ask the pupils to give some names of continents and countries.  Imaginary lines of latitude and longitude are often used to describe the exact position of these places – demonstrate.  Suggest some names of places and ask the pupils to describe their location using the lines.

· In pairs, answer the questions on the worksheet using an atlas.

	Main 2:

[10 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· Studying the map of England, the country is divided into smaller units called counties.  Within each county there are a number of cities, towns and villages.  Ask the children to name the county and city that they live in, and a selection of other counties and cities.

· In pairs, mark the position of Leeds on the map provided, and complete the sentences by filling in the missing words with those given at the bottom of the worksheet.

	Main 3:

[5 minutes]

[2 minutes]

[8 minutes]
	· Studying the map of the local area, Blenheim Primary School is situated in the centre of Leeds.  Ask the pupils to describe some features, areas and buildings in the local area.

· Compass directions are often used to describe the location of different places.  Ask the pupils to draw the compass directions.

· Individually, find Blenheim Primary School on the map of the local area, and then using compass directions label the different features and their direction from the school, on the worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the pupils questions from the various topics covered in the lesson [what are the names of the imaginary lines drawn around the world called?  What is the name of the continent where you live?  What county do you live in?].

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Symbols say a lot’: Families have a family crest, companies have a company logo, towns and cities have flags, and sports teams and schools have emblems or nicknames.  Pupils to think carefully about the unique features of the school and design a flag representative of these.


