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Bus driver, Leeds

Howard Gothard
Salary: £8.10 an hour

Felicity Lawrence
Thursday March 20, 2003
The Guardian

We're all talking about doing what London
has done and charging to ease
congestion; otherwise it's just as hectic as
usual. We had a good wage deal and |
now get £8.10 an hour, which is
reasonable. In this last year quite a
number of drivers have gone off to jobs on
the trains because it's better money but |
wasn't interested in starting again at my
age. And the West Yorkshire council
pension is worth hanging on to.

Howard Gothard

There's always a bus-driver shortage. People can't hack it. The roads
are so busy and every week someone is assaulted, either a driver or
a passenger. Most of the buses have got CCTV now which is good.
The city is booming and there's a new cinema and club complex in
the centre so we have traffic jams at 2am. | work nights. At the
weekends you can't move for the taxis and unlicensed minicabs, so
even the night buses have been overloaded and run late.

We're all waiting for the supertram which would run along four main
routes from the outskirts into the centre. The scheme is out to tender
and is supposed to be running by 2007. [Private contractors are
bidding to build and run the £500m government funded project.] If it
does get off the ground it'll be a good thing. The traffic is really bad.

Public voices: March 21 2001

Bus driver, Leeds
Salary: £8.12 an hour from April 1

We've got more passengers on the bus since last year. There's a new
bus lane, four miles of it, opened on the main road in Leeds and that's
made a hell of a difference. It makes everything "go” for the bus, the
traffic lights, a clear run. | can see the difference myself as a driver.

Our money goes up to £8.12 an hour from April (it was £7.20 last
year). | usually drive nights, and work a four-day week, 38 hours, but
there's an optional fifth day and overtime so | come out with £276
after tax, sometimes even £340 if | do seven days.




