	Lesson Plan: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
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	Sampling the vegetation

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

1. To encourage the pupils to think about and identify what actually exists in the environment they play in everyday at school.

2. To further the children’s understanding of ‘distribution’ and improve their knowledge and observational skills, while out in the field.

	Resources:

· List of organisms associated with grassland and trees

· Lined paper

· Loop of string 1m long x 6

· Worksheets for activity 1
	· Sellotape

· Scissors

· Tree identification cards

· Worksheets for activity 2



	
	

	Preparation

[10 minutes]
	· Set up the second activity, by using the sellotape to stick the tree identification cards to different places in the playground.

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· The playground and field are two other school environments.  Game: read out the list of different forms that exist in these environments [trees, animals, insects, plants].  The children must memorise as many of the organisms as possible and then once given some lined paper, they must write down as many as they can remember.  The winner is the one with the longest list.

	Main 1:

[25 minutes]
	· Lots of different types of vegetation often exist within a very small space and grow at a very low level.  Vegetation is the word used to describe lots of plants in one area.  Ask the pupils to suggest some examples (ie. Grass, moss, small plants).

In groups of 4, take a loop of string and lay it on an area in the playground (try to pick an area that has lots of different things growing there).  Complete the worksheet be identify what exists there and roughly how much.

	Main 2:

[25 minutes]
	· Other types of vegetation, such as trees, can grow too much taller heights.  Ask the pupils to share with the class, different types of trees they know and what they look like.

Individually or in pairs, the children are to find the different descriptions of trees hidden around the playground, and match them to the pictures on their worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the different groups of children to share with the class what they identified during activity 1, in the area they were studying.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Eye-Spy’: In pairs, one child looks out of the window and identifies an object.  They then tell their partner the letter this object begins with.  The other child must then guess what that object is.  The pair should take turns in identifying different objects (ie. Tree, cloud, bench…)


