The School Environment

This set of 16 1 hour lessons was designed so that the teacher could take advantage of facilities in the school grounds to teach elements of the KS2 curriculum. 
This file contains all the lesson plans. In addition there are support files for some of the lessons, Lesson teacher.doc has materials for the teacher to support the class; lesson pupils.doc  are the materials for the 
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	Lesson Plan 1: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
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	Maps

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

1. To introduce pupils to maps of different scales and to locating their ‘local’ environment using lines of latitude and longitude.

2. To develop the children’s understanding of their local environment and its different land uses, with the use of compass directions.

	Resources:

· Newspaper article

· Map of the local area
· Worksheets x 3
	· Atlases

· Extension activity instructions and worksheets

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· Explain to the pupils that it is important to understand their local region and its position in relation to the rest of the world.

· Read through the newspaper article, identifying the first use of maps.  Maps take many forms and scales, therefore different methods are used to locate the specific features within them.

	Main 1:

[10 minutes]

[10 minutes]
	· Studying the world map, there are 7 large land masses called continents, and each of these are composed of several countries.  Ask the pupils to give some names of continents and countries.  Imaginary lines of latitude and longitude are often used to describe the exact position of these places – demonstrate.  Suggest some names of places and ask the pupils to describe their location using the lines.

· In pairs, answer the questions on the worksheet using an atlas.

	Main 2:

[10 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· Studying the map of England, the country is divided into smaller units called counties.  Within each county there are a number of cities, towns and villages.  Ask the children to name the county and city that they live in, and a selection of other counties and cities.

· In pairs, mark the position of Leeds on the map provided, and complete the sentences by filling in the missing words with those given at the bottom of the worksheet.

	Main 3:

[5 minutes]

[2 minutes]

[8 minutes]
	· Studying the map of the local area, Blenheim Primary School is situated in the centre of Leeds.  Ask the pupils to describe some features, areas and buildings in the local area.

· Compass directions are often used to describe the location of different places.  Ask the pupils to draw the compass directions.

· Individually, find Blenheim Primary School on the map of the local area, and then using compass directions label the different features and their direction from the school, on the worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the pupils questions from the various topics covered in the lesson [what are the names of the imaginary lines drawn around the world called?  What is the name of the continent where you live?  What county do you live in?].

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Symbols say a lot’: Families have a family crest, companies have a company logo, towns and cities have flags, and sports teams and schools have emblems or nicknames.  Pupils to think carefully about the unique features of the school and design a flag representative of these.


	Lesson Plan 2: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
	Section 1
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	Treasure Hunt

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

3. To introduce pupils to the concept of ‘environments’.

4. To enable the children to explore and examine the different environments within the school boundaries

	Resources:

· Newspaper article

· Treasure hunt cards

· Scissors

· String
	· Worksheets

· Treasure (sweets)

· Extension activity worksheets

	
	

	Preparation

[10 minutes]
	· Using the string and scissors, set up the treasure hunt by tying the cards to the different features in the environments.  Ensure to keep the first clue to give to the children.  [The order of the clues is optional].

	Introduction:

[10 minutes]
	· An environment is the surroundings in which something or someone exists.  Give some examples of both large scale (the desert) and small scale (a river) ones and then ask the children to give some examples of their own.

· Clarify the importance of protecting environments (such as the school playground) so that they can continue to be beneficial to those who use them.  Read the newspaper article and ask the pupils for their opinions on the topic.

	Main:

[5 minutes]

[30 minutes]

[10 minutes]
	· State the instructions and purpose of the treasure hunt.  A variety of words can be used to describe environments including wet, dry, smooth or rocky.  Ask the pupils to give some examples of their own.  Highlight the safety issue – walk don’t run!

· Individually, in pairs or as a group, complete the treasure hunt and fill in the worksheet naming each environment the clues lead to and 3 words that could be used to describe it.  [The different environments = the pond, the vegetable garden, the car park, the playground, the field and trees and the classroom].
· Discuss with the class the answers on their worksheet and for each environment ask the pupils to provide some ideas of what might exist there.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the pupils questions about environments [what is your favourite school environment and why?  What is your favourite environment in the world and describe it in 3 words?  What is your least favourite world environment and why?].

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘You and the Environment’: Governments and industries can spend thousands of pounds trying to clean up and restore the environment, but it will not be enough unless people like you, join in the effort to minimize the effects of pollution.  Ask the pupils in pairs to make a list of specific things that they and their family could do to help protect the environment.  It is important to consider both large scale problems (deforestation) and small scale problems (traffic pollution and rubbish).
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	Using Grid References

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

5. To introduce pupils to the concept of using six figure grid references.

6. To further the children’s understanding, interpretation and accurate identification of the various school environments.

	Resources:

· Plain paper

· Instruction sheets

· Worksheets
	· Colouring pencils

· Wordsearch sheets

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· Linked to the previous lesson: What is an environment?  An environment is the surroundings in which something or someone exists.  Ask the children to give some examples of environments.

· Game: individually or as a group, ask the pupils to think of as many words as they can, using the letters from the words ‘the school environment’.  Each word must be at least four letters long (use the plain paper).

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[35 minutes]
	· We often use grid references to mark an exact position on a map.  Demonstrate to the pupils how to use six figure grid references.  State the instructions of the exercise – follow the commands on the instruction sheet to map Blenheim Primary School and it’s surroundings.

· Individually, complete the map of Blenheim Primary School and it’s surroundings on the worksheet, naming each environment.  The different environments to map = the school, the pond, the vegetable garden, the car park, and the caretakers house.  The environments open to interpretation = the playground, the trees/hedges, footpaths, and the field.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the pupils to tell you what they have learnt about environments from the three lessons.  [Names of environments, where they are found, different methods of locating environments, the various problems that exist in the different environments, and what we can do to protect them].

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· Environmental wordsearch.  Pupils to find the names of different environments, both small scale and large scale, within the grid.
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	Picture Game

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

7. To develop the pupils memory, creativity and communication skills.

8. To familiarlise the children with the design, layout and composition of the school vegetable garden.

	Resources:

· Nutritional information sheet

· Picture of the vegetable garden

· Plain paper
	· Colouring pencils

· Extension activity worksheets

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· Vegetables are a vital part of our diet, containing a variety of vitamins and minerals.  Read through the information sheet, discussing what makes a balanced diet.

· The vegetable garden is just one of the school’s environments.  It is extremely colourful because it is composed of a variety of fruit and vegetables.  Ask the pupils to describe what they already know about the vegetable garden.  [What vegetables are grown there, what processes take place, what weather conditions are needed…].  The plants fall into two categories; perennials and annuals.  Perennials live for several years, either growing continuously (woody trees and shrubs) or having stems that grow back each autumn.  In contrast, annuals germinate, flower, produce seeds and then die within a period of one year.

	Main:

[5 minutes]

[40 minutes]
	· Explain the instructions of the task: in order to maintain a good vegetable garden it is extremely important to know what type of plants you are growing.  Working in groups of two or three people, one member of the group has 10 seconds to look at a picture kept by the teacher and memorize as much as they can.  Once back in their group, they are then to copy down onto the plain paper, as much as they can remember, including writing and colours used.  Taking it in turns, the next member of the group then has 10 seconds to look at the picture, before returning to the group and copying down as much as they remember.  Continue like this until either a group completes the picture, or until 40 minutes is up.

· In groups, pupils to carry out the exercise.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Decide as a collective group which picture is the best, taking into consideration accuracy, presentation and group work (maximum of 10 marks awarded for each).

· Ask the pupils questions about what they have learnt in the lesson.  [Which vegetables in the garden are perennials and which are annuals?  How long has the apple tree been planted for?].

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘School dinner’ – pupils are to design a healthy, nutritious school dinner on the worksheet and colour it in accordingly.  [Suggestion: mashed potato, sausages, peas and carrots, with a glass of orange juice, and for pudding, bananas and custard].


	Lesson Plan 5: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
	Section 2

	

	[image: image9.wmf]                The Vegetable Garden [part 2]               [image: image10.wmf]

	Crop Rotation

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

9. To develop the pupils understanding and identification of the different vegetable groups.
10. To introduce the children to the different techniques used to improve plant growth, focusing specifically on crop rotation.

	Resources:

· Variety of fruit and vegetables (cut into pieces ready to eat)

· Worksheets
	· Colouring pencils

· Plain paper for the extension activity.

	
	

	Introduction:

[10 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· Provide the pupils with the variety of fruit and vegetables and ask them to identify them from sight, touch, smell and taste.  Linking this to the previous lesson, also ask them to identify whether they are perennial or annual plants.

· Discuss with the pupils the basic elements plants need in order to grow and the different methods that enhance the growth of these fruit and vegetables.  Basic needs: water, sunlight, carbon dioxide (photosynthesis) and nutrients from the soil.  Methods to enhance growth: using compost, crop rotation and companion planting.

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[5 minutes]

[25 minutes]
	· Give a brief commentary on the use of crop rotation; what the process involves, the reduction of soil-borne diseases, which vegetables are used and the management of nutrient levels.

· State the instructions and purpose of the exercise to the pupils.  The children will develop their understanding of how plants grow efficiently, by creating their own crop rotation cycle.  They are to pick 3 vegetables from the different groups identified, and then complete the diagram by drawing pictures of the vegetables in the correct boxes and colouring them in.  To enhance the growth of the plants they may also take into consideration weather conditions, growth at which time of year and any additional growth techniques.

· Individually each child is to complete the worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Allow the pupils to present their work to the rest of the group, explaining which vegetables they have cycled and how they have assured good growth of the plants.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Designing a vegetable garden’: ask the pupils to design their own vegetable garden, arranging the vegetables according to their ‘group’ and labeling each plant (design the vegetable garden on a piece of plain paper).


	Lesson Plan 6: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
	Section 2
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	Crop Rotation

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

11. To develop the pupils understanding and identification of the different vegetable groups.
12. To introduce the children to the different techniques used to improve plant growth, focusing specifically on crop rotation.

	Resources:

· Variety of fruit and vegetables (cut into pieces ready to eat)

· Worksheets
	· Colouring pencils

· Plain paper for the extension activity.

	
	

	Introduction:

[10 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· Provide the pupils with the variety of fruit and vegetables and ask them to identify them from sight, touch, smell and taste.  Linking this to the previous lesson, also ask them to identify whether they are perennial or annual plants.

· Discuss with the pupils the basic elements plants need in order to grow and the different methods that enhance the growth of these fruit and vegetables.  Basic needs: water, sunlight, carbon dioxide (photosynthesis) and nutrients from the soil.  Methods to enhance growth: using compost, crop rotation and companion planting.

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[5 minutes]

[25 minutes]
	· Give a brief commentary on the use of crop rotation; what the process involves, the reduction of soil-borne diseases, which vegetables are used and the management of nutrient levels.

· State the instructions and purpose of the exercise to the pupils.  The children will develop their understanding of how plants grow efficiently, by creating their own crop rotation cycle.  They are to pick 3 vegetables from the different groups identified, and then complete the diagram by drawing pictures of the vegetables in the correct boxes and colouring them in.  To enhance the growth of the plants they may also take into consideration weather conditions, growth at which time of year and any additional growth techniques.

· Individually each child is to complete the worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Allow the pupils to present their work to the rest of the group, explaining which vegetables they have cycled and how they have assured good growth of the plants.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Designing a vegetable garden’: ask the pupils to design their own vegetable garden, arranging the vegetables according to their ‘group’ and labeling each plant (design the vegetable garden on a piece of plain paper).
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	Hydrological Cycle

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

13. To introduce the pupils to the theory behind water; where it comes from and its uses.
14. To teach the children the concepts of evaporation and transpiration, while developing their listening, learning and creative skills.

	Resources:

· Plain paper

· Worksheets

· Colouring pencils
	· Scissors

· Coloured card

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· The pond is another of the school’s environments.
· On a piece of plain paper, ask the children to write down as many uses for ‘water’ as they can (ie. Brush our teeth, water plants, swimming pool…).

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[30 minutes]

[10 minutes]
	· The water cycle is the movement of water between the sea, land and atmosphere.  It is a continuous cycle with no beginning or end.  Evaporation is the process when sea, lake or river water is heated by the sun, and turned to water vapour, causing it to rise.  It then cools and condenses to form clouds.  Transpiration is similar, but this is rising of water vapour from plants and animals, that lose moisture when they cool down (illustrate these on the white board).
· Individually, the pupils are to complete the worksheet:

· Fill in the missing words (clouds, air, drops, vapour, rain, condenses and clouds)

· Colour the evaporation arrows purple

· Colour the transpiration arrows red

· Explain to somebody else how the water cycle works

· Shade in the picture, using appropriate colours

· Using either blue or gray coloured card, cut out the shape of either a water droplet or a cloud, and write on it a process that it experiences.  Use these to make a display.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the children a series of questions related to the hydrological cycle [what happens to water vapour in the air when it gets cold? what is the process called when water from the sea is heated and rises? when droplets in clouds are big and heavy they fall as what?].

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Display work’: the children can design other features to appear on the display, such as trees, a river, animals, the sea, a lake and mountains [the size of the features will vary according to the space available for the display].


	Lesson Plan 8: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
	Section 3
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	Hydrological Cycle – ‘Snakes and ladders’ game

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

15. To recap and extend the pupils previous knowledge on the different processes occurring in the water cycle.
16. To test the pupils listening and learning abilities, while allowing them to interact and develop their communication skills during a practical activity.

	Resources:
· Board game x 4

· Question cards x 4

· Instruction sheet

· Prizes for the winner of each game
	· Coloured counters (one for each child)

· Dice x 4

· Plain paper

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· ‘Role Reversals’: to review the key points learnt in the previous lesson, as a class, give the children some words related to the hydrological cycle (ie. evaporation) and ask them to think of possible questions of which those words could be the answer (ie. what is the name of the process when water in the sea is heated by the sun and therefore rises?).

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[10 minutes]

[30 minutes]
	· Introduce the pupils to two new processes that occur in the water cycle (illustrate these on the white board).  1, When clouds that developed over the sea are blown towards land, they rise and in turn this causes rain, snow or hail to fall to the ground.  Precipitation is the term used to describe this rain, snow or hail.  2, When water falls on the ground, before it can be evaporated, it flows over the land until it reaches the sea, a river or a lake.  Surface run-off is the term used to describe this flow of water over the land.

· Explain the rules and purpose of the game.  Split the class into groups of around 5 or 6 children.  Provide each group with a copy of the board game, counter, dice and a set of question cards.

· In the groups allocated, play the game.  [Depending how long the game takes each group to play, there may be time to play the game more than once].

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Allocate the prizes to the winners.  Ask the children all to name a different word associated with the hydrological cycle.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Design a game that studies the water cycle’: Challenge you imagination by designing a game that will help children understand the different processes that occur in the water cycle.  It may be based on an existing game or be a completely new idea (design the game on plain paper).
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	Rainfall

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

17. To describe and explain the seasonal distribution of rainfall in the UK and how rainfall is measured.
18. To enable the children to draw graphs accurately and with confidence.

	Resources:

· Plain paper

· Question/Instruction sheets

· Lined paper

· Colouring pencils
	· Graph paper

· Rulers

· Lined paper for the extension activity

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· What is the term used to describe rain?  The climate affects what people wear (what do we mean when we talk about the climate?).  The climate refers to the weather conditions around us.  It specifically looks at temperature and rainfall.

· Individually, draw a picture of a person, what you would expect them to be wearing and any accessories they might have, if the temperature was very cold and there was lots of rain (use plain paper).

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[15 minutes]

[20 minutes]
	· To study the pattern of rainfall, every month the amount of rain fallen in a particular place is measured using a rain gauge.  Rainfall is measured in mm’s and it is often illustrated by drawing a bar graph.

· Individually, complete the exercise by answering the questions from the sheet on lined paper.

· Individually, draw a bar graph using the figures provided on the instruction sheet.  Plot months along the horizontal axis and rainfall up the vertical axis.  The graph paper should be landscape (2 large squares to every 50mm of rainfall, and 1 large square for every month).  Give the graph a title and colour it in.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the children questions about the graph they have drawn [which month has the most rainfall? Which three months have the least rainfall?].

Ask the children to give some names of other school environments, other than the vegetable garden and the pond that could be studied.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘The advantages and disadvantages of rain’: make a list of the advantages and disadvantages rainfall makes to you (ie. advantage = creates puddles to jump in, disadvantage = have to play in the classroom instead of outside on the playground).
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	Sampling the vegetation

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

19. To encourage the pupils to think about and identify what actually exists in the environment they play in everyday at school.

20. To further the children’s understanding of ‘distribution’ and improve their knowledge and observational skills, while out in the field.

	Resources:

· List of organisms associated with grassland and trees

· Lined paper

· Loop of string 1m long x 6

· Worksheets for activity 1
	· Sellotape

· Scissors

· Tree identification cards

· Worksheets for activity 2



	
	

	Preparation

[10 minutes]
	· Set up the second activity, by using the sellotape to stick the tree identification cards to different places in the playground.

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· The playground and field are two other school environments.  Game: read out the list of different forms that exist in these environments [trees, animals, insects, plants].  The children must memorise as many of the organisms as possible and then once given some lined paper, they must write down as many as they can remember.  The winner is the one with the longest list.

	Main 1:

[25 minutes]
	· Lots of different types of vegetation often exist within a very small space and grow at a very low level.  Vegetation is the word used to describe lots of plants in one area.  Ask the pupils to suggest some examples (ie. Grass, moss, small plants).

In groups of 4, take a loop of string and lay it on an area in the playground (try to pick an area that has lots of different things growing there).  Complete the worksheet be identify what exists there and roughly how much.

	Main 2:

[25 minutes]
	· Other types of vegetation, such as trees, can grow too much taller heights.  Ask the pupils to share with the class, different types of trees they know and what they look like.

Individually or in pairs, the children are to find the different descriptions of trees hidden around the playground, and match them to the pictures on their worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the different groups of children to share with the class what they identified during activity 1, in the area they were studying.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Eye-Spy’: In pairs, one child looks out of the window and identifies an object.  They then tell their partner the letter this object begins with.  The other child must then guess what that object is.  The pair should take turns in identifying different objects (ie. Tree, cloud, bench…)
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	Species word game

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

21. To clarify to the pupils the type of species that exist in the playground and on the school field, and what shape and form they take.
22. To develop the children’s group communication skills and ability to think logically.

	Resources:

· Lined paper

· Name cards

· Sellotape
	· Prizes for the winners

· Plain paper for the extension activity

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]

[5 minutes]
	· Reviewing what was learnt in the previous lesson, give the pupils a selection of names of species (ie. oak tree, ladybird, magpie) and ask them to describe one of them, including what type of specie it actually is on a piece of lined paper.
· Select a few children to read out their descriptions of the specie they have chosen.

	Main:

[15 minutes]

[30 minutes]
	· Randomly, using the Sellotape, stick the name cards onto the backs of the children (the names on the cards are names of species found in the playground and on the field).  Taking it in turns, going round the whole class, the first child stands up, shows the class what particular specie they are and then asks them a question to help that child guess what they are (ie. am I a bird? am I red?).  The rest of the class must respond using only a yes or no answer.  Once the child has finished their turn, they must sit down and allow the next child to stand up and have a go.  The winner is whoever guesses what they are first.
· As a class, play the game.  [Depending how long the game takes to play, there may be time to play it more than once, but with new name cards].

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Select a few children to say which their favourite and least favourite specie is and why.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Designing trees’: on a piece of plain paper, design two trees 1, a friendly tree that grows something which you love, and 2, an evil tree that grows something that you don’t like.  Colour them in accordingly.
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	A story

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

23. To enable the pupils to use their knowledge about what exists in the playground and school field, in a creative and productive manner.

24. To enhance the children’s analytical skills, when describing the different environments.

	Resources:

· Lined paper

· Plain paper
	· Colouring paper

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· ‘Creating a story’: Tell the pupils the first line to a story, relating it to the previous lessons work ie. ”Once upon a time there was a caterpillar…”.  Then go round the class and ask each child to add a line to the story.  Each new line added can be as imaginative as the children wish.

	Main:
[50 minutes]
	· Individually, the pupils are to write their own story based around ‘a day in the life of…’ a specie of their choice.  The story should include:
1. Names of environments

2. Description of environments

3. Names and descriptions of other species

4. Compass directions

5. Other geographical terms learnt in previous lessons

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Allow a few children to read out another pupils story for the whole class to hear and perhaps take positive ideas from.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Creating a front cover’: Design a representative front cover for your story.  Try and make it bright and eye-catching.


	Lesson Plan 13: Key Stage 2 [Year 5]
	Section 5
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	Traffic Survey

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

25. To develop the pupils awareness of traffic in the immediate vicinity of the school and why it is a problem.
26. To enable the children to carry out some fieldwork, while taking into account their own safety, and improving their teamwork skills and observational techniques.
27. Further lesson: To enhance the pupils computer skills, an essential quality in today’s world.

	Resources:

· Newspaper article

· Worksheets

· (ICT suite)
	· Colouring pencils

· Plain paper for the extension activity

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· A change in landscape that should be observed, are the roads in the local vicinity of the school.  These are dangerous places, especially when traffic builds up.  Read the newspaper article.

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[30 minutes]

[10 minutes]
	· Traffic can be a major problem.  To measure the volume of traffic, surveys are often carried out.  They count the number of different types of vehicles that pass a certain point in a certain amount of time (ie. if a car passes the surveyor they will put a ‘mark/line’ in the appropriate box on their worksheet).  Demonstrate the activity on the white board.

· Take the class to the road just outside the school gates (making sure they are all stood on the pavement and making it clear they are not to stand in the road).  In pairs, the pupils are to carry out a traffic survey for ten minutes, filling in the worksheet accordingly.  Repeat the activity, studying a different road (ie. on Blenheim Walk).
· Back in the classroom, ask the children to ‘total’ each of the columns on their charts and answer the questions on their worksheet.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask the children questions associated with traffic, making them think about the reasons why traffic builds up: what different types of transport use roads and why? when do you think most journeys are made and why (rush-hours)?  why do journeys vary in length?

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Journeys’: write a list of different journeys you make on some plain paper.  Describe both long and short distance trips, and the different modes of transport you use for them.  Draw pictures to illustrate your journeys, and colour these in accordingly

	Further lesson
	· Making use of the ICT suite, ask the children to create graphs from the results of their traffic surveys. [Bar graphs: mode of transport along the ‘x’ axis, and number counted up the ‘y’ axis.]
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	Letter of solutions

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

28. To introduce the pupils to different schemes that can be used to ease or solve the problem of traffic, studying the immediate vicinity around the school.
29. To extract and build on the children’s current knowledge and experience on this topic, while developing their listening, learning and communication skills.

	Resources:

· Plain paper

· Colouring pencils
	· Line guides

· Plain paper for the extension activity

	
	

	Introduction:

[5 minutes]
	· Game: ‘traffic lights’: the teacher calls out the different colours in any order, and the children must do what they represent.  Any child that is not completely still when the colour ‘red’ is called out, will be out of the game.  The winner is whoever is left standing at the end.
Red = the children must stand completely still.

Amber = the children must stand-up, crouch down, stand up, crouch down…

Green = the children must walk around the classroom (slowly)

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[10 minutes]

[30 minutes]
	· As a class, discuss the safest ways to cross a road from the pupils past experience (ie. ‘stop, look and listen’, cross at a zebra crossing, cross with a responsible adult, cross at a point where you can see traffic coming in both directions…)
· As a class, discuss different methods used to slow down vehicles and stop them speeding, and how they work in order to make roads a safer place (ie. impose lower speed limits, have more sets on traffic lights, have more policemen around, build more speed cameras, put speed bumps in the road, encourage more people to cycle or walk than use cars…)
· Individually, the children are to write a letter to Leeds city council, suggesting possible solutions to make crossing ‘Blenheim Walk’ easier for children (use the plain paper with a line guide).  They can use the solutions discussed as a class and can also add some more of their own.  To make the letter attractive they may wish to illustrate their ideas.  [The letter should begin ‘Dear Sir/Madam’ and should end ‘Yours sincerely’].

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Ask a few pupils to change letters with a friend and hear a few read out aloud.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘Design a new mode of transport’: on a piece of plain paper design a new mode of transport and give it a name.  It must be able to carry at least ten people at a time, and not pollute the environment.  The more colourful it is, the better it is.
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	Poster

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

30. To encourage the pupils to think about their home area in terms of its characteristics as well as their own and other people’s perceptions of it.
31. To demonstrate the relevance and vitality of the geography of the pupil’s home area.
32. To enhance the children’s ability to plan and gather information accordingly, in order to produce a creative final product.

	Resources:

· Plain paper
	· Pens and colouring pencils

	
	

	Introduction:

[10 minutes]
	· People’s thoughts and perceptions can vary greatly, whether they are studying a place, an object or a person.
Present the objects you have brought in from your home area and ask the children for their thoughts and opinions about them (where would you find them? do you like them? why?) ie. leaves, a football, a shopping bag… [ask the children to bring in objects from around their home area, to study at the beginning of the next lesson].

	Main:

[45 minutes]
	· Individually, create a poster that summarises their feelings about their home area.  The area may be anything from a room, their house, the school, a garden, a park, to a shop.  The poster should include text as well as images, and the area examined should be clearly stated.  Colour in the poster accordingly.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Select a few of the pupils to explain their posters to the rest of the class, making sure they speak clearly.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘3-D poster’: to make the posters more abstract the children can use coloured card, cloth and other materials available, to make the features stand out and to make their designs more appealing.
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	Different feelings about environments

	Date: 
	Subject: Geography

	Unit of Work: The Local Area
	Time Required: 1 hour

	Lesson Objectives:

33. To enhance the pupils observations and awareness of what people, places and objects are present in their local area
34. To individually allow the children to express their own thoughts and opinions about specific and non-specific features, in the local area around Blenheim Primary school

	Resources:

· Worksheets

· Colouring pencils
	· Extension activity worksheets

	
	

	Introduction:

[10 minutes]
	· As covered in the previous lesson, people’s thoughts and perceptions can vary greatly, whether they are studying a place, an object or a person.
Ask the children to present their objects they have brought into school, and explain to the class where they are found usually, their opinion of them and why they have that opinion.

	Main:

[10 minutes]

[35 minutes]
	· Give an example of an ‘environment’ in the local area (ie. the park) and say whether you like it or not and why (ie. I love the park because I can play with a ball there with my friends).  Ask the pupils to name an ‘environment’ in the local area and explain whether or not they like it and why.
· Individually, the pupils are to complete the worksheet by studying the ‘environment’ shown and then drawing a face in the circle provided, which indicates their feelings about it (ie. a happy or sad face).  Underneath this, they are to write a sentence explaining why they feel this way about the ‘environment’.  In the last three spaces on the worksheet, the pupils are to think of their own ‘environments’, and then describe their feelings about it as before.  These should be coloured in appropriately, using the correct colours.

	Plenary:

[5 minutes]
	· Select a few pupils to explain their opinions about certain environments, and why they have that opinion of them.

	
	

	Homework
	

	Extension Activities
	· ‘World environments’: the pupils are to complete the worksheet by studying the environment shown and then drawing a face in the circle provided, which indicates their feelings about it (ie. a happy or sad face).  Underneath this, they are to write a sentence explaining why they feel this way about the environment.








