YEAR 7: WRITING NEWSPAPER REPORTS

INTRODUCTION

The materials two lessons for the Year 7’s. 

The lesson is divided into two sessions, one in the classroom and the other in the computer room.  It has been designed so that it can be delivered independently but links well to units on natural hazards as it refers specifically to earthquakes and tsunamis.  

WRITING NEWSPAPER REPORTS

YEAR 7 LESSON 1

Lesson Title:
Part 1: Understanding and planning a newspaper report
Lesson Aim:
To learn how to write about a geographical event in the style of a newspaper article.
Learning Objectives: 


1. To revise previous knowledge on newspaper reports.
2. To explain how a report can be written in a geographical style.

3. To learn some key facts about the 2004 Asian tsunami.
4. To understand how these facts can be put into a newspaper report.
5. To plan a newspaper report using the materials provided.
Links to prior and future learning:

· Link to any previous work done in other subjects that relate to newspaper reports, for example in English.

· Link to next lesson where students will be writing their own geographical newspaper report.
Resources:

Worksheet copies

Exercise books

Advance Preparation

This lesson has been adapted so that the material is current, allowing the children to relate directly to it.  This lesson might be adapted to suit another major event in the future, if so desired an appropriate worksheet or textbook article would need to be made or referred to.
Differentiation

The worksheet has been designed for a middle ability set. Low ability classes might need more prompting or work could be done in groups or as a class.
Worksheet enables student to work at their own pace.

Learning Activities:
	Activity
	Time
	Points to note

	Starter Activity: What do we know about newspaper reports?

	10
	With the use of a spider diagram:

What are reports about?

News, Sport, Travel, important issues and events like natural disasters.

What do reports tell us? 

Fact/Opinion/Quotes from witnesses

How are they laid out? 

Newspaper name, headline, date, author, main story, picture.

	Task 1:Fill in the worksheet.
	5
	If pupils struggle, write jumbled answers on the board.

Go through the answers.  Read the first paragraph for ‘what is the article about?’

	Planning a report (second sheet)
	10
	Introducing the written task: read through planning the report section.

Explain the importance of discussing the causes, effects and human responses to the event.

Does anyone know what caused the tsunami?

Can you describe the effects of the tsunami?

Can you describe some ways humans responded to the tsunami?

	Reading maps.
	5
	Prompts: What was the main continent that was affected?

Do you know which country suffered the most from the tsunami?



	Task 2: Plan reports for next lesson.
	25
	Answer the ‘planning a report’ section.

Allow the pupils to carry on independently.

Monitor pupil’s progress.

	Summarise how lesson aims have been completed. Set homework (if applicable).
	5
	Finish rough draft of report if not completed in lesson time.

Next lesson: Typing up your report


Extension/Homework:

Homework: Complete rough draft of report if not completed in lesson time.

Extension: Discuss other major events as a class, in pairs or individually. Think about the event in terms of causes, effects and human responses. 

Further Extension: Discuss recent events and issues that have featured in the news.  Ask the pupils which newspaper they would read and why and whether they would prefer to watch the news or read about it and why.

Assessment Opportunities:

Completion of worksheet and final report in second lesson.
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Aim: To learn how to write about a geographical event in the style of a newspaper article

Fill in the boxes below: each one describes an important part of a newspaper report.


Activity: To plan your newspaper report on the 2004 tsunami





  Who did it affect?
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WRITING NEWSPAPER REPORTS

YEAR 7 LESSON 2

Lesson Title:
Part 2: Writing a newspaper report
Lesson Aim:
To write up your newspaper report in a geographical and interesting style.
Learning Objectives: 

1. To type up the report planned in the previous lesson.

2. To include the causes, effects and human responses in the article.

3. To make the report geographically relevant and interesting to look at.

4. To practice IT and presentation skills.
Links to prior and future learning:

· Using the rough draft made in the previous lesson pupils will put what they learnt about writing a geographical report into practise.  

Resources:
Worksheet attached: this can be distributed to individuals or displayed on a projector, or simply written on a board.

Worksheets from previous lesson
Exercise books with rough draft of the report
Computer room
Advance Preparation

Book the computer room.

Differentiation

This task is suitable for a range of abilities.

Learning Activities:
	Activity
	Time
	Points to note

	Typing the report

	60
	Remind pupils of the requirements of the report: 

The newspaper name, an interesting headline, the date, your name, the story, a photograph, map or diagram.

Encourage them to be creative but remind them of the need to focus on the causes, the effects and the human responses to the tsunami.


Note: This lesson is a good opportunity to use pupil’s work in classroom displays.  Let them know you are considering this when you set the task.

Extension/Homework:

Homework: To complete the report if it is not done in the lesson.

Extension: Look at some news articles at http://news.bbc.co.uk and summarise their content for geographical information. 

High ability/Further Extension: Examine the difference in formats of online and printed news reports.

Assessment Opportunities:

Completion and standard of the final report.

Aim: To write your newspaper report on the Asian tsunami

1. Type your newspaper report into Word.

2. Make sure you have included the following:

a. Your story!!!

b. The newspaper name 

c. An interesting headline 

d. The date 

e. Your name

f. A photograph, map or diagram that you have copied and pasted from the Internet. Make sure you label it.

HINT: for some good pictures go to www.google.co.uk. Type in ‘bbc tsunami disaster’ and click on the SECOND result. This gives you some good links.

3. Check with your teacher that you have finished the task.

Aim: To write your newspaper report on the Asian tsunami

1.
Type your newspaper report into Word.

2.
Make sure you have included the following:

a. Your story!!!

b. The newspaper name 

c. An interesting headline 

d. The date 

e. Your name

f. A photograph, map or diagram that you have copied and pasted from the Internet. Make sure you label it.

HINT: for some good pictures go to www.google.co.uk. Type in ‘bbc tsunami disaster’ and click on the SECOND result. This gives you some good links.

3.
Check with your teacher that you have finished the task.

3.





8.  Number of columns:


Number of paragraphs:
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7. This newspaper article is about…





PLANNING YOUR REPORT:


1. What newspaper are you writing for?


2. What date is it?


3. What is your headline?


4. What are you going to write about? Use the information below to write your report.


	Remember to include some quotes to make it more interesting! You can make these up!





Date of the tsunami:	26 December 2004








Causes:  How did the tsunami happen? 


2 plates of the earth’s crust scraped past each other causing an earthquake.


The earthquake triggered a tsunami which is a group of big waves.


When the waves reached the coast they caused total destruction.








Effects:  What happened because of the tsunami?


Death toll: 150,000+


People lost their family and friends


People lost their homes and their livelihoods.


Survivors at risk from disease: dirty water and decomposing bodies.





Human responses:  What will people do next?


Donations to help the victims.


Rescue teams providing temporary homes, medicine, and clean water.


Buy an early warning system for the future.








