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Guide to teaching materials

The lesson plans and teaching materials provided are based on the scheme of work ‘Around our School – the local environment’, for Key Stage 1, Year 1.

The lessons hope to develop the children's sense of place in relation to their surroundings, particularly their school.  The main activities will include pupils observing and describing their local area.

The overarching aims of the scheme of work include that:

1 Children learn about the variety of features that make up the local environment.

2 Children gain an understanding of basic map work.

The lessons have attempted to include material that will appeal to all the types of learning, however bias is made towards kinesthetic at this young age, when first hand and practical experience are considered to be of the most vital importance  (Dean 1991: 82).  The nature of the scheme of work automatically focuses on the local environment, thus appealing to pupils' first hand experience.  However, attempts have been made to examine local leisure facilities that will particularly appeal to children, i.e. football and the cinema; because it is believed that 'children learn best when their own interests and concerns are to the fore' (Milner 1994: 7).  More specifically, fieldwork has tried to be incorporated wherever possible, as it is considered the most effective method for young children to establish geographical concepts
.

It is important to recognise that geography has only recently been considered a ‘core’ subject at primary school level, when ‘the distinctive contribution geography can make to children’s learning’ (Palmer 1994: 1) was finally realised.  The lessons aim to reinforce the importance of geography but also interlink it with other subjects where appropriate, such as by relating directions with commands (during Simon Says, Lesson 2) to link to literacy; and by carrying out a survey (transport survey, Lesson 1) to crosslink with mathematical work.  Nevertheless, the overall primary school curriculum in geography focuses largely on map work and route finding; hence a large proportion of time is spent on these activities in the class.

Explanation
Seven lessons have been planned which should last approximately 1.5 hours.  The lessons should be taught in the order they are presented because later activities will build on learning from earlier ones.

The lesson plans have been presented in a logical order and always reference the specific teaching material to be used, which can be found in order after the lesson plans (or in the ‘introductions’ file if they are Smartboard material) .

The scheme of work has been specifically designed with Year 1 Burley St. Matthias C.E. Primary School in mind.  Consequently, much of the teaching materials, such as photos and maps, are only relevant to Burley St.Matthias School.  Moreover, the lessons take into account the specific needs of the class.  Introductions to the sessions are usually carried out using the Smartboard, as this is how the teacher prefers to begin lessons.  The class works well on individual work therefore much material has been designed for this purpose.   In addition, a large proportion of the class is quite a low level year one, so activities are relatively simple and straight forward.  However, detailed extension materials have been included, but they may well have a much larger part to play in other classes.
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Lesson 1:  Where do I live?

Objectives: 

· Children learn their own address and understand the significance of each line.  

· Children can plot where they live on a basic map.

· Children learn the different ways people travel to school 
Key Words: address, travel, transport, journey, routes, house, flat.

Resources:  

Activity 1: postcards for each pupil (Resource Activity 1.1); pencils; crayons, copy of each child’s address.
Activity 2: large map of locality (Resource Map A); small, circular labels; larger white labels to write names on; ruler; pencils; red pen.
Lesson Layout:

Introduction: Discuss addresses with the class, explaining what each line means; use the information for the Smartboard to help (Resource SB1).
Time length: 20 minutes.

Activity 1:  Ask the children to write their address on a postcard (Resource Activity 1.1).  Then ask them to write a message to their family. 
- Extension Activity: ask the children to draw a picture on the front of their postcard. 

Time length: 30 mins

Discussion:  Explain what maps are used for.  On the Smartboard plot the school on a map (Resource SB1).
Time length: 10 minutes.

Activity 2:  In twos throughout the lesson help the children to plot where they live on a large map (Resource Map A).  Stick a coloured label on their house on the map, at the edge of the map stick a white label with their name on.  Draw a line from their house (the coloured label) to the label with their name on at the edge of the map .

Time length:  throughout the lesson

Activity 3: As a class carry out a survey of the ways each child travels to school and present the information in a table (Resource SB1) on the Smartboard.  Draw a conclusion detailing which is the most popular way to travel to school.

Time length: 30 minutes.

Key Questions:  

1.  What could you use to help you get to somewhere you’d never been before?

2.  What types of transport are there?

3.  How do you travel to school? Which type of transport do you use? 

Outcomes:  Children learn that all people have an address, and understand that addresses and maps help to locate different places.  Children are introduced to the different types of transport.

Lesson 2: How do I go to school?
Objectives:  

· Children can describe their route to school and some can give basic instructions.

· Children can draw their route to school on a map.

· Children know how to be safe around roads.

Key words: route, journey, travel.

Resources:  

· Introduction: ‘Geography Time and Place’ large book.

· Activity 1: a copy of Resource Map B for each child, pencils, crayons.

· Activity 2: Resource Map A, with children’s homes already plotted and initialled; red pen to draw route to school.

· Activity 3: Road Safety Pamphlet (Resource Activity 2.1); pencils, pens.

Lesson Layout:

Introduction:  Discuss routes, using the ‘Geography Time and Place’ large book, ask the children to find their way from one point to another on the various colourful maps.    Explain what the word route means, and ask the children to describe their routes to school, including the features they see along the way.  

Time length: 20 minutes.

Activity 1:  On a map (Resource Map B) ask the children to draw the route from KS1 School to KS2 School.

- Extension Activity: Ask the children to colour their map in appropriate colours and add features they know that have been missed off.

Time length: 20 minutes
Activity 2:  In twos throughout the lesson ask the children to draw their route from home to school (Resource Map A).
Time length: throughout the lesson.

Discussion:  Talk about how to cross the road safely and go through the pamphlet on the Smartboard (Resource SB2).   

Time length: 20 minutes
Activity 3:  Ask the children to draw pictures in the spaces on the Road Safety Pamphlet (Resource Activity 2.1).  (Some children could place the photos that have been cut out in the correct place).

Time length: 30 minutes

- Extension Activity: The children who have finished should get into groups and learn the instructions of the Green Cross Code by playing Simon says:

· Stand up if you think Simon is correct (and make the obvious action):

- Correct = Simon says stop, look, listen; Incorrect = Simon says run, jump, whistle, bark.
Key Questions:
1. Can you describe your route from home to School?

2. How can you be safe when crossing the road?

Outcomes:  Children learn their sense of place in relation to school; they understand the basic principles of the Green Cross Code and how to cross roads.

3.  What can we see around our school?

Objectives:

· Children can describe the features around their school; they know where they are and what they’re used for.

· Children can determine whether features are near or far away.
Key words:  features, distance, near, far, school, church, park, field, playground, shops, pelican crossing.

Resources:  

· Activity 2: photos of the school and local features (Resource Photos 1: Near/Far); target map (Resource Map C).  

· Activity 3: near/far photo activity sheet (Resource Activity 3.1) 

Lesson layout:

Activity 1: Take the children on a walk around the immediate locality.  During the walk point out key features, and discuss whether they are near or far away from the school.

Time length: 30 minutes
Discussion:  Talk to the class about what features they saw during their walk.  Ask the class to complete the mini-quiz (Resource SB3) on the Smartboard about these features.

Time length: 20 minutes

Activity 2:  In groups identify the features in the photos of the local area (Resource Photos 1: Near/Far).  Ask the children to sort the photos into sets depending on whether they think they are near or far away.  Give the children the target map (Resource Map C); using this they can test whether they were right.  Ask the children to place the photos in the correct place on the map.

Time length: 20 minutes

- Extension Activity: ask the children to mark other features which have been missed off the map using a non-permanent marker pen.
Activity 3:  Give each child a near/far photo sheet (Resource Activity 3.1) and ask each child to think of a caption about the feature on it, e.g. the park is far from school.

Time length: 20 minutes

- Extension Activity: Ask the children to draw two features on the back of their sheet and describe whether they are near or far, etc.
Key Questions:
1. What are features?

2. How many features can you think of that we did or didn’t visit?

3. Which features are near to us?

4. Which features are far away?

5. Are their any features that are difficult to describe because they are neither near nor far?

Outcomes: Children can recognise some of the key features around their school.  They understand the concept of distances.

4.  What are our immediate surroundings like?

Objectives:  

· Children can differentiate between attractive and unattractive features; and can describe why they like or dislike them.

Key words:  like, dislike, attractive, unattractive, garages, factory.

Resources:  

· Activity 1: attractive/unattractive photo sheet (Resource Activity 4.1); pencils.
· Extension Activity: string, scissors, glue, hangers.

· Activity 2: good/bad activity sheet (Resource Activity 4.2); colouring pencils.
· Activity 3 ‘We’re Going Hunting’ book.

Lesson layout:

Introduction:  Ask the children to identify what makes something attractive and unattractive.  As a class go through the photos on the Smartboard (Resource SB4) and decide whether they are attractive or unattractive.  It may be useful to think of this in terms of good or bad for people.
Time length: 25 minutes

Activity 1:  Give children an attractive/unattractive photo sheet and ask them to describe why they like or dislike the feature (Resource Activity 4.1).

Time length: 25 minutes

- Extension Activity:  Help children to produce a mobile for each group using the pictures and captions from Activity 1.  These could then be hung around the classroom.

Activity 2:  Ask the children to complete the activity sheet (Resource Activity 4.2).  The children have to colour in the features that are good for children and leave out the things that are bad.

Time length: 20 minutes

- Extension Activity:  Ask the children to draw some pictures of other things that are good or bad for children.

Activity 3:  Read the children the ‘We’re going hunting’ book so they understand that the country and the city have different features.

Time length: 20 minutes

Questions:  

1. Can you think of features that we saw on our walk in Lesson 3 that you liked and disliked?

2. What makes something nice to look at?

3. Are there any dangerous buildings or features in the local area?

Outcomes:  Children are able to express views on local features.  
5.  What leisure opportunities are available in our local area?

Objectives:  

· Children gain first hand experience of leisure facilities through fieldwork.

· Children can draw a map of the route they took to a leisure facility.

Key words:  leisure facilities, cinema, restaurant, park, cricket, football, tennis, bowls, basketball, gym, bowling, etc, etc.

Resources:

· Activity 2:  map to leisure facility (Resource Map D), pencils.

· Activity 3: leisure facility photo sheet (Resource Activity 5.1)
Lesson layout:

Activity 1:  Take the children on a trip to Cardigan Fields.  On the way observe the route, pointing out any key landmarks that help to identify the area.  At Cardigan Fields ask the children to identify all the leisure facilities they can find.  If you have time walk the children to Burley Park, which also has several leisure facilities. 

Time length: 40 minutes

Activity 2:  Give each child a copy of a map (Resource Map D) showing the route to the leisure facility and ask them to draw the route they took there.
Time length: 25 minutes

- Extension Activity: Ask the children to draw other leisure facilities which they like to visit and attempt to spell them.
Activity 3:  Give each child a leisure facility photo sheet (Resource Activity 5.1) and ask them to identify what the facility is and write a caption for it.

Time length: 25 minutes

- Extension Activity: Ask the children to order the photos of the route to Cardigan Fields (Resource Activity 5.2).

Key Questions:  1.  What do you do in your time outside of school to have fun?



   2.  How many of you visit places?  Where do you go?

Outcomes:  Children can name a variety of leisure facilities and can describe some they have visited.  Learning on map routes is reinforced.

6.  Why are people attracted to different leisure facilities? 
Objectives:  

· Children can discuss the differences between adverts for different leisure facilities.

· Children can produce their own advert, to identify the best things about a leisure facility.

Key words:  adverts, leisure facilities.

Resources:

· Activity 1: Resource Activity Sheet 6.1, pencils.

· Discussion: copy of adverts from magazines, etc.

· Activity 2 paper, card, pencils, crayons and general art equipment.

Lesson layout:

Discussion:  On the Smartboard look at a variety of adverts for leisure facilities (Resource SB6).  Ask the children to identify what each advert is advertising and who it is aimed at.

Time length: 20 minutes

Activity 1:  Using Resource Activity 6.1 ask the children to match each person to the activity they are performing.

Time length: 20 minutes

- Extension Activity: Ask the children to draw a picture of themselves doing their favourite leisure facility.

Discussion:   Look at some good and some bad adverts.  Ask the children to explain what is appealing about them.

Time length: 20 minutes

Activity 2:  Ask the children to produce an advert for a leisure facility of their choice.

Time length: 30 minutes

Key Questions:  1.   Do you go to any leisure facilities in your time outside of school?

2. What do you like best about these facilities?  What makes you really want to go to them?

3. Do adverts sometimes persuade you?

4.   What could you put on an advert for a leisure facility to make people really want to visit it?

Outcomes:  Children recognise the need for a variety of leisure facilities and can understand how different facilities attract different types of people.

7.  What leisure facilities are available in the local area?
Objectives:  

· Children know a variety of leisure facilities in the local area.

· They can describe which facilities they like best and why.

·  They are able to search for know and unknown places on a map.

Key words:  leisure facilities.

Resources:

· Activity 1: leisure facility photos (Resource Photos 2), map to plot leisure facilities on (Resource Map E).
· Activity 2:  paper, pencils, crayons and general art equipment.
· Extension Activity: Resource map F, pencils.
Lesson layout:

Discussion:  On the Smartboard remind the children of the local leisure facilities they saw on their walk during Lesson 5 using the resource on the Smartboard (Resource SB7).  Uncover the photos slowly and ask the children to guess what the facilities are.

Time length: 20 minutes

Activity 1:  As a class ask the children to place the photos of leisure facilities (Resource Photos 2: Leisure Facilities) in the correct place on the map. (Resource Map E). 

Time length: 20 minutes

Activity 2:  Ask each child to make a poster of things to do in Burley.

Time length: 30 minutes

Activity 3:  Ask the children to circle all the facilities they can find on a map (Resource Map F).

Time length: 20 minutes

- Extension Activity: Ask the children to test themselves on what they’ve learnt about their local area by writing a list of all the features and leisure facilities they have looked at over the past few lessons.  Ask them to work together to check each other’s spelling.

Key Questions:  1. Can you remember the leisure facilities we’ve looked at in the local area?



    2.  How many leisure facilities can you think of?

Outcomes:  Children should have greater knowledge of the local area and express opinions on leisure facilities.  Children further develop their map work skills.
Resource Activity 1.1:
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Resource Activity 2.1:
1. Think first

Find the safest place to cross then stop.
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Never cross on sharp bends or just before the top of a hill.

[image: image91.png]



[image: image3.png]



Try not to cross between parked cars

2. Stop

Stand on the pavement near the kerb.
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Have a good look all round.
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3. Use your eyes and ears

Look in every direction
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Look all around for traffic, and listen.

    4. Wait until it is safe to cross
    If traffic is coming, let it pass.
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     If you are not sure, don't cross.
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5. Look and listen
   When it's safe, walk straight across the road.      
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Never run!

6. Arrive alive

Keep looking and listening for traffic while you cross.
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Remember: Always try to find a pedestrian crossing first.

· Push the button.

· Wait for the green man.

· Be patient.

· Do not run.

· Do not cross on a red man.
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Resource Activity 3.1:
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Resource Activity 4.1:
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Resource Activity 4.2:

Features that are good for children and bad for children…
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Colour in features that are good for children, leave out ones that are bad.

Resource Activity 5.1:
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Resource Activity 5.2:
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Resource Activity 6.1:
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Resource Map A:
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Resource Map B:
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Resource Map C:
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Resource Map D:
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Resource Map E:
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Resource Map F:
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Resource Photos 1:

KS1:
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KS2:
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Restaurant: 




Pelican Crossing:
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Cinema:





Church:
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Resource Photos 2:





house number___________________





street_______________________





city_________________________





country______________________
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Listen carefully for traffic








How do you cross the road safely?
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