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QCA Key Stage 1 Unit 3 called ‘An island home’.

 Extracts from Geography Work-Place Co-operative Report

The work-place module has been the best choice I have made since being at University. It has enabled me to develop many valuable skills as well as gaining a feeling of satisfaction and enjoyment. Initially when I first found out the school I was going to I was quite nervous. I got the impression the school was very deprived and run down and in a rough area of Leeds. However, as soon as I got there and met the teachers I would be working with, I felt very relieved and excited about starting the placement. xxxxxxxxxx is a poor, white, working class area of Leeds with a few houses boarded up and with a couple of cars burnt out. However, the school is lovely and my initial contact, xxxxxx the year two class teacher and Geography co-ordinator I would be working with, made me feel very welcome.

The geography I developed and taught during my time in the school was the QCA Key Stage 1 Unit 3 called ‘An island home’. The brief description of this unit is seen in Appendix A. The unit uses a storybook to develop the children’s understanding of geographical features and ideas whilst at the same time developing their literacy (QCA, 2002). The unit asks geographical questions and encourages the use of geographical vocabulary. During the unit the children should observe features of a landscape and compare places.

The storybook this unit is based on is one in a series of books. The story is ‘Katie Morag and the Two Grandmothers’ by Mairi Hedderwick. This is a key resource needed for this unit. It is a story about a little girl, Katie Morag, who lives on an imaginary island off the coast of Scotland, the ‘Isle of Struay’. Her ‘Grannie Island’ lives near her across the bay and her ‘Granma Mainland’ lives on mainland Scotland, but has come to stay for a few days. The story of the book is that it’s ‘show day’ in the village and Grannie Islands sheep gets filthy just before judging so they have the task of cleaning her up using Granma Mainland’s cosmetics!  

Although it is set on an imaginary island it is based on the Scottish island of Coll. Therefore, in the first lesson after reading the story to the class the teacher needs to use an atlas to show the children where the island is. This should be done using a large atlas but can also be shown in more detail using the maps of the UK showing the Hebrides and in further detail the close up of Coll Island (Appendix B). It is also useful to use pictures of the Inner Hebrides or other similar Scottish islands for the children to visualise what it would be like. An example of some of the possible pictures which could be used are attached in Appendix C.

There are some key geographical enquiry questions which should be asked at key stage 1, these include: Where is it? What is it like? What goes on there? How is it changing? How is it similar and different to where we live? How is it linked to other places? During teaching this unit, the teacher should ensure all these questions are being discussed with the class. It is also important to discuss images in geography. Figure 1, the ‘compass rose’ (Grimwade, 2002) demonstrates some of the key points for the teacher to use when discussing images seen in the teaching material for geography.

Fig. 1; Compass Rose – a framework for discussing images in geography



The lesson plans I developed for this unit can be seen in Appendix D. This shows the learning objectives for the unit as well as the teaching activities which will achieve them. The first couple of lessons should start off with the teacher reading the story to the class using the ‘Big Book’ of ‘Katie Morag and the two grandmothers’ so all the children have a clear view of the visual aid. The first lesson should involve the class talking as a whole about some of the different physical and human aspects of the landscape on the ‘Isle of Struay’. After discussing this and the teacher writing the children’s ideas under two headings ‘Physical’ and ‘Human’ on the whiteboard the teacher should explain the task. The children should spend the rest of the afternoon drawing a picture of the island or somewhere on the island including a natural/physical aspect of the landscape and a human aspect. Underneath their drawing they should make a list of some of the different features under the headings ‘Human’ and ‘Physical’ features. A few examples of the children’s work can be seen in Appendix E.

At the front of the ‘Katie Morag’ book there is a picture of the bay of the island with all the places mentioned in the book labelled on it. I thought it would be a good idea for me to paint a large picture of this map of the island to have on display which would be useful for the second lesson (Fig. 2). After reading the story again to the children, we talked about some of the places mentioned in the book. The children were then asked to draw a picture of the island labelling some places mentioned in the book. Children could either work alone drawing a picture or in small groups and make a collage of the picture using mixed medium.
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Fig. 2: The Isle of Struay.

With this module it is important to develop the children’s vocabulary and the teacher should use a number of key words throughout this unit of work including words such as sea, island, mountain and tide (Appendix F). These can be used when talking with the class about the book and in the children’s work. An activity called ‘odd one out’ could be played to try and encourage the children’s use of this key vocabulary. A list of key vocabulary should be cut up into individual words. Using three words at a time or pictures if you have them the children on their own or in twos should identify which word is the odd one out and why. They should then go on to tell the teacher another word to go with the other two that are the same and provide another word to go with the odd one out. This activity develops the children’s vocabulary and also encourages them to think about how things are similar of different.

The next lesson involved talking about some of the different types of transport used on the island. We started off by reading the book again and then talked bout what types of transport would be used. After making a list on the whiteboard we discussed as a class why some types of transport for example a boat or a tractor would be needed on the island and why others for example normal cars and big lorries would not be used on this particular island. The children came up with some good ideas about why tractors would be needed and that cars wouldn’t manage on just dirt tracks. Appendix G shows examples of some of the children’s work in this lesson. They were asked to draw a picture of one of the types of transport needed on the island and then write a few sentences explaining why it is needed or what it would be used for.

Other activities involved talking about the types of land use and how buildings are used. The class talked about what types of things the land is used for, for example farming or for show day. We also talked about what the buildings would be like on an island like this. Talking about how buildings would differ to where we live in Leeds. We talked about the village having small shops and cottages rather than supermarkets and big estates. At this point it is useful again to use the pictures and photos of the Isle of Coll (Appendix C) for the children to visualise what it would be like. 

The last few lessons should focus on comparing the island to where the children live. At the start of the lesson in week 5 we took a walk around the local area observing what types of buildings there are, what the traffic and roads are like and the physical landscape. After we returned from this we looked at some photos I had mounted of the local area (Fig. 3). We talked about what we had seen on our walk around the local area and talked about how things were different or similar to the ‘Isle of Struay’. After talking about this the children were asked to draw a map of where we had walked with key features labelled on it. The children were also asked to draw a picture or write a sentence on how things were different or similar in Osmondthorpe compared to the Isle of Struay, this can be done using either worksheet in Appendix H.
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Fig. 3: The local area of Osmondthorpe.

The unit ends with the class talking about things they would like about living on a small island like ‘Struay’ and things they would dislike. This encourages the children to voice their own personal preferences and make them think about the things they like or dislike in their area. The activity for this lesson should involve the children writing a few sentences on what they would like most about living on a small island like the ‘Isle of Struay’ and what they would dislike the most. They could also say what they would miss if they didn’t live in Leeds.

The QCA unit of work (1997: 6) set out a number of expectations about what the children should be able to do by the end of year 2. These include being able to describe the main features of a place, make appropriate observations about physical and human features of a place and express their own views of a place. Throughout the unit I have taught, I have attempted to ensure all these aspects are covered and hope the children have achieved this as well as realising the world extends outside their normal locality.

I have to admit I was very nervous when it came to the time for my first actual lesson as a teacher. It was helpful as I had spent a term getting to know all the children so felt more comfortable. However, I hadn’t realised how intimidating 32 children can be when its just you in front of them all. Once I got into it, I really enjoyed it and felt comfortable and confident in what I was doing. The class teacher said everything I was teaching was really good and clear I just need to have more confidence in telling the children off if they were talking. She also noted though, that this only really comes with experience. Because the children had got to know me they didn’t play up or misbehave and seemed to really enjoy the work we were doing.
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What do you think?





Social





Economic





Questions about the economy, e.g. what jobs are people doing, why is that shop boarded up?





Natural





Questions about people, e.g. what are they wearing, are they young or old, what can we tell about them, are they happy or sad?





Questions about the built environment, e.g. what are the houses like, what are the roads like?











Would you like to visit that place? Does it look safe? Does it look attractive?





Questions about the natural environment, e.g. what is the weather like, what are the trees like, what landscape features can you see (hills, rivers, beaches)?





N








1

