
Hazards are events that have the potential to threaten both life and property.  Many hazards occur throughout the year worldwide.  The origin of hazards is usually clear and they produce obvious effects like a volcano destroying surrounding villages in the Philippines.  The warning time for a hazard is often quite short, the nuclear explosion in Chernobyl in 1986 gave no warning and killed more than 30 people immediately and affected over 15 million people in Chernobyl and surrounding countries.

Natural hazards are caused by natural, usually environmental events.  For example flooding, earthquakes and volcanoes are natural hazards.  Human hazards are those caused by human events such as pollution, oil spills and war.

Below are four hazards, can you identify them and say if they are natural or human hazards?
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Hazards and disasters have killed about 3 million people from 1970-1980 and they effected 820 million people.  The worst hazard is flooding, with the highest death toll and the most significant damage caused by floods.  Hazards effect every country in the world.  In 2000, Yorkshire experienced the worst floods for 50 years.  Rapid economic growth is leading to new hazards such as chemical spills and radiation leaks.  

Now try and list as many hazards as you can, splitting them into natural and human hazards.
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