
Lesson 4: Oil spills as a human hazard to the natural environment.

There are three worksheets that can be used for this lesson, based on the Exxon Valdez and the disaster at the Piper Alpha oilrig.

The start of the lesson can be asking the pupils if they know of any oils spills that have occurred recently (they should do- the Spanish oils spill that caused devastation in November 2002 and maybe Exxon Vadez).  

The worksheets to be used in this lesson are from the booklet: Wortley High School Environmental Geography and are called Oil disaster… 1 and Oil disaster…2 and are both about the Exxon Valdez oil spill.  The first worksheet explains the background behind the disaster and the need for oil resources and different methods of transport.  The first worksheet is aimed more at the higher achievers of a class and therefore will need more in depth explaining or a discussion to complete the worksheet (link between the map and the Exxon Valdez disaster).  It gets them to think more carefully about the effects of the disaster and also from the point of view of the company involved, which is a different perspective to have from the more basic task of what a conservationist would say.  The second worksheet would suit the more challenging members of the class.  It involves discussion about different facts concerning the Exxon Valdez spill and shading the good and bad facts.  The second worksheet requires more in depth thinking about the oil spill and the effect on the environment and the hazardous effect that oil has on the environment.  These worksheets may take the whole double lesson to complete and are quite intensive, it may be up to the teacher to decide which exercises for the class to do.

There is also a video in the library that was used for the first lesson- a disasters video narrated by David Frost.  This has a section in it about the explosion on the Piper Alpha oilrig and the sea empress oil slick.  It also has news on the Iraqi soldiers setting fire to the Kuwait oil fields as they left the country, leaving it shrouded in thick black smoke for days and wasting 2000 barrels of oil every hour.

As an alternative to using the two oil disaster worksheets, the video could be watched and then the oil and the environment worksheet, about Exxon Valdez and Piper Alpha can be done.  The video clip takes about 10 minutes and the sheet is quite easy to do, requiring reading the information and facts and then answering simple questions.  This alternative could be used with a class that had more challenging pupils in it.

