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Lesson Six

In this lesson, the pupils will be using current information as an introductory to terrorism, where it occurs and the issues in defining what exactly terrorism is.  

The first exercise is to read the ‘newspaper articles’ and locate them on a photocopied world map using an atlas.  This enables the pupils to understand where in the world terrorism is occurring and shows them that it is all over the world.

The next activity is to do on the board, to get the pupils to think about the evils of terrorism and how these are being overcome, or reduced.

· Get the pupils to list five headlines that show conflict being used negatively

· Then get them to list five headlines that show conflict being reduced.

The second activity gets the pupils to think what terrorism is what it means to them by thinking of a definition of terrorism.  This also helps them to complete the third activity.  This will involve a lot of discussion and they may find their definitions being challenged after the third activity.

The third activity requires more in depth thinking about terrorism.  This will be more challenging and the weaker pupils will probably need more help to complete it.


Activity 1

Read the terrorism headlines sheet and then on the world map that you are given, highlight and name the countries involved.

Activity 2

What is terrorism?

First work on your own and come up with a definition for terrorism, then work with a partner and come up with one.  And then work in groups of four and try to come up with a definition for terrorism you all agree on.
Activity 3

Read this passage and answer the questions that follow:

The government of Southland is very unhappy with the government of Northland whose leaders have come to power in a revolution that threw out Northland’s former dictator.

Southland decides to do everything it can do to overthrow the new leaders of Northland.  It begins funding a guerrilla army that attacks Northland from another country next to it.

Southland builds army bases in the next door country and lets the guerrilla army use its bases.  Southland also supplies almost all the weapons and supplies that the guerrilla army fighting Northland needs.

But the guerrillas try to avoid fighting Northland’s army, instead they attack clinics, schools, and farms.  They also plant land mines in and along roads.

By doing this the guerrilla army, supported by Southland, kill and maim many innocent civilians.

Consistently, the guerrilla raid Northland and then retreat into the next door country where Southland has built military bases.

Now answer these questions…

1. Which, if any, of these activities should be considered ‘terrorism’ according to your definition of terrorism?

2. Who are the terrorists?

3. What more would you need to know to be more sure of your answer?

