
LESSON 2: The Titanic Exercise

This lesson is using the Titanic exercise in Earthworks Plus, pages 90-91.

The aim is to increase the pupil’s awareness that what may be deemed as a natural hazard may have been enhanced by human activities, or partly blamed on human influences.

The activities also allow the pupils to apply the information that they learnt in the previous lesson, to think about the differences between natural and human hazards.

Using this exercise on the Titanic is a good way of keeping the pupils interested and thinking of what they already know about the disaster from the film and previous knowledge.

In this case, from the introductory lesson the pupils will already be able to distinguish between natural and human hazards.

Before the lesson begins, the teacher could ask them what they already know about the Titanic, talk about the iceberg and global warming as the cause of the ship sinking and about any deficiencies the pupils know of in the planning for an emergency on board the ship.  Then they could be asked to vote if they think it is a natural or human hazard and the number of votes each way written on the board.  After the exercise the pupils should be asked to vote again and compare the difference in the number of votes and discuss why there would be such a difference either way, or if some of them thought that the hazard was a mixture of both natural and human influences.   They should be referred back to the definition of a hazard, and that the iceberg alone could not constitute a hazard, the ship and humans would perceive it as a hazard.

This is a good exercise to do for all abilities as it involves discussion about different perspectives on a familiar subject.  It also reinforces what the pupils learnt in the previous lesson.

