
Lesson 5

Lesson in the CLC: writing a newspaper article on an oil spill

The aim of this lesson is to get the pupils to stretch their writing skills whilst using and developing their ITC skills, using the CLC as a different environment to work in.  This lesson follows on from the previous one, by using the pupil’s knowledge and previous work about an oil spill and writing a newspaper column on the disaster.  The spills that can be used are the Exxon Valdez spill, which the pupils should already have information about and for the more advanced pupil, the recent oil spill off the coast of Spain (The Prestige) can be used by sourcing information from appropriate news Internet sites.  

Earthworks Plus has a page on how to write a newspaper article which is really helpful (pp99).  This describes how to write the article, in what order to write it and hint and tips for each section of the article, for example to have a good headline, which text type to use and have the middle section in chronological order.  This will also go together with a worksheet that will tell the pupils what sort of information to include, using the Exxon Valdez disaster as an example.

This will take up the whole lesson, as the pupils will have to get to the CLC, settle down and start on the work.  It may run over the lesson, but they should be warned the lesson before to be thinking about what they are going to write about.

The pupils should also ‘illustrate’ their articles with photographs from the Internet sites they find, which demonstrates another ICT skill that they will be using.  This lesson is also good for pupils of all abilities as the articles can be as in depth as those with higher abilities like, and for those with lower abilities, as long as they include all of the information required their articles could have more photographs.  Some pupils will generate questions and identify the pros and cons of shipping the oil and the possible disaster each ship represents to the ecology of the places a spill would effect.  The pupils should therefore each produce a newspaper article on an oil spill, including all the information in the worksheet that they are asked to write about and photographs from internet sites.

