
There are three worksheets that can be used for this lesson, in the booklet Wortley High School Environmental Geography.  They are called acid rain…1 and acid rain…2, the third worksheet is supplementary and can be used alongside the first two.  It provides more information about the effects of acid rain on the countries in Europe and a map.

Acid rain is a human hazard in the world today as it is caused by pollutants released from the burning of fossil fuels.  These sheets provide a good explanation of what acid rain is what its effects are on the environment and how it is a long-term human hazard.  

The first worksheet requires the pupils to construct a chloropleth map of sulphur dioxide in Europe.  This is a good geographical skill for the pupils to learn and should be able to be done by pupils of all abilities, with some extra explanation on what chloropleth maps are if needed.  The second worksheet is interpreting the map that the pupils have drawn and looking at the effects of acid rain from two different people’s point of view.  

There is also a supplementary worksheet about acid rain that requires identifying the countries that the rain effects, the previous sheets can be used for the names of the countries involved.  It uses the same figures as acid rain… 1 and also helps to interpret the graph that the pupils will have drawn.

Therefore this sheet can be used in conjunction with acid rain…2 to help the pupils interpret their graphs and visualise the effects that acid rain is having on Europe.  Question 7 on the supplementary sheet need not be used as it requires and explanation about the formation of acid rain from sulphur emissions.  

These three sheets should take up a one-hour lesson, with discussion about the conversation between the Norwegian and British Prime Ministers and the effect that British industry is having in the form of acid rain in Norway.

This lesson has a lot of activities that the pupils will complete but the sheets are self-explanatory, although the link between the 2 acid rain sheets and the supplementary sheet will need to be explained.

These exercises should suit all abilities and the slower pupils can just do the two acid rain sheets if there is not enough time and the brighter pupils can carry on with the extra sheet.

