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Activity:

In this lesson, you will be using the resources in the CLC to write a newspaper article about an oil spill.

Imagine you work for a national newspaper and you have been assigned to write a 2-page report about the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

Your first problem is how are you going to get your information to write the article?  You could use the information that you got last lesson, or you could use newspapers or news Internet sites.  If you want to do this, log on to www.google.co.uk and type ‘Exxon Valdez oil spill’ in the search box.  Using the information you gain from here and your previous knowledge, you should be able to answer the questions the newspaper has asked you to write about.
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As your assignment comes in, you can see that the newspaper has outlined certain questions you are to answer in your newspaper article.  These are:

· Where did the oil that the tanker was carrying come from?  

· Where was it being shipped to?

· How much oil the ship was carrying?

· What is the area that is effected by the oil spill?

· What were the methods used to try and clean up the oil spill in the ocean? (Burning/mechanical clean-up/dispersants?)

· Did they work?  And what was the extent of the damage to the affected coastline?

· How were the ecosystems disrupted/ what animals were damaged or killed by the accident?

· Has the clean-up operation been successful?

· What are the conclusions about the oil spill (after the Exxon Valdez spill the Oil Pollution Act was launched, what was the date?)?

· Could a disaster like this happen again?

Ask your own question regarding the oil spill, like how did it happen?  Use the words Why…? What…?  When…?  Where…?  How…? To provide more information.  Be careful when using information from websites as it may not all be useful or relevant to your article.

