Shopping

People go to different shops for different products, and different places for different shops. For example, for big chain stores people usually go to a city centre but for smaller local shops they can go into town.
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Convenience Goods
These are goods like bread, milk and papers and are bought often.

People are happy to buy them in the nearest convenient place like the corner shop.

Comparison Goods
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Clothes, shoes etc. cost more and we do not buy them so often.

We like to compare prices before we buy so we go to town where there is more choice.

Out of town shopping centres

50 years ago you would have shopped in local shops.

Then companies started to open identical shops – chain stores in different towns.

Next, many towns got new shopping centres where there are lots of chain stores under one roof.

Meadowhall is an out of town shopping centre in Sheffield and is one of Europe’s largest. Below are some facts and figures about it.

· It is 1 of 8 regional shopping centres that have been established since the late 1970s

· There are over 270 stores

· A Warner Village cinema
· There are 14 take-away food kiosks, 5 restaurants and seating for 2000 people

· It took 2 million bricks to build

· Up to 80 trams and 400 trains pass through Meadowhall each day
· There are more than 12000 free car parking spaces
· It currently employs 7000 people and during Christmas will employ 8400 people.

Sites on the Internet for more information

· http://www.meadowhall.co.uk
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/southyorkshire/sense_of_place/meadowhall/vic.shtml

· http://www.papplewick.org/eco_holgate/fieldwork/meadow.htm
· http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm200203/cmselect/cmodpm/76-i/2112610.htm

