Shopping investigation

Key question: What are the advantages and disadvantages of out of town shopping centres?

This investigation is to help you develop the skills of asking questions, collecting information, giving your opinion and displaying what you find.


To find what the advantages and disadvantages of out of town shopping centres are you need to collect some information. 

This can be:
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· Photographs

· Conversations/interviews with family, friends or neighbours

· The questionnaire 

· Maps

· Geography text books

· The Internet

Or any other type you think could help.

Geographical questions

In Geography you will be expected to learn how to ask Geographical Questions. These nearly always contain at least one of the following words: what? where? who? why? how? when?

How to write up your investigation

1. Collect the relevant information and answers to the questionnaire

2. Write down your first question, leave a line and write down your answer to the question

3. Write down the answers you got from the questionnaire

4. Draw a bar graph to show the answers to the questionnaire. You can also include maps, pictures, photographs and diagrams.

5. Write a sentence about what the information shows, whether you agree with it and why.

6. Repeat 1-5 for each question

7. Write a sentence or two on how you could improve the investigation, any problems you had or other questions you would have liked to add.

8. Finally check over your investigation for any spelling mistakes and correct them if there are any.

Ways of improving your grade:

· Try to collect other information such as photos etc. as well as the questionnaire.

· Explain your comments in some detail.

· Try to present the information in as many ways as you can – graphs, pictures, maps, diagrams etc.

· Think about why different people have different opinions on out of town shopping centres

· Give your own opinions on out of town shopping centres

If you have any problems speak to the teacher about them.

QUESTIONNAIRE

What are the advantages and disadvantages of out of town shopping centres?

1. Is there a good selection of shops along Main Street, Garforth? (Tick 1)

	Good
	

	Average
	

	Poor
	


2. What type of shopping do you use the shops along Main Street for? (Tick 1 or more)

	Clothes
	

	Food
	

	Home ware
	

	Electrical
	

	Convenience goods
	


3. Where do you do most of your shopping? (Tick 1)

	Garforth
	

	City centre
	

	Out of town shopping centre
	


4. Why do you think people go to out of town shopping centres? (Tick 1 or more)

	For things they can’t buy in Garforth
	

	Better range of products 
	

	For a better variety of shops
	

	It is easier than shopping in the centre
	

	Better parking facilities
	


5.How do you think out of town shopping centres effect local shops in Garforth? (Tick 1 or more)
	Less money
	

	Have no effect
	

	Fewer people use them
	

	Shops close down
	


6. Overall are out of town shopping centres a… (Tick 1)
	Good idea
	

	Bad idea
	

	Don’t know
	


TEACHER HELP SHEET

The aims of the investigation are to introduce the pupils to enquiries, a skill they need to learn the basics of in year 7, as they will develop on them in following years. It introduces them to data presentation e.g. bar graphs. It is also an activity to introduce the pupils to the shopping topic, particularly out of town shops and to get them to think about how different people have different opinions on various topics. 

The sheet entitled ‘Shopping’ is an introduction to shopping and out of town shopping centres. It includes a case study of Meadowhall to help the pupils relate to what is being discussed and also to provide them with some information that could be used in the investigation.

The investigation handout is a step-by-step guide for the pupils to help them complete the task and write it up. It contains an introduction to geographical questions, the aims of the investigation, and a list of ways to improve their marks. There is also a questionnaire for the pupils to use. There are a number of questions related to shopping, particularly out of town shopping centres and boxes below containing opinions and spaces for ticks from the people questioned, e.g. friends, family, neighbours etc.

The colour-coded map is from an OS map of Main Street, Garforth and is an exercise develop the pupils’ map skills, to help answer the investigation questions and to help them to identify different types of shops. The pupils colour in the various buildings to match the key on the map using their own choice of colours and photographs of Main Street networked on the computers in school. The students can use the information on the map to create a bar graph showing the number of different types of shops present.

The final handout is a help sheet for use in class if the pupils do not know how to draw bar graphs. It is a step-by-step guide to drawing bar graphs.

There are also lesson plans to help structure the classes.

