How to draw bar graphs

A bar graph is a visual way of presenting information. Below are some instructions on how to draw them. The first thing you need to do is write down how many people gave a particular answer to a question.

1. Draw axes on the paper (books or graph paper if you prefer) as below.
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2. Along the bottom, horizontal (x) axis put the various answers to the questionnaire For example if the question was ‘how do out of town shopping centres affect the local shops?’ the answers you could have might be:

-the local shops get less money

-shops have to close down

-the local shops won’t be affected


3. The vertical axis should be numbered at regular intervals (spaces apart) starting at 0 and go as high as you need. These represent the number of people that gave a particular answer to the question.


4.  You now need to mark on your graph the number of people that had the same answer e.g. if 3 people thought the out of town shopping centres would mean the local shops would get less money you would draw a bar at the less money column up to 3.


5.You could then colour this in and repeat it for the rest of the information.
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