



12: Should the high street be closed to traffic?

20: Local Traffic – an environmental issue (adapted)
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Introduction

This document contains teaching materials for Key Stage 2 Geography QCA units 12 and 20. The guidelines given for these units, showing learning objectives and outcomes can be found on The Standards Site1: http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/geography/?view=get. 
It has been produced as part of a ‘Geographers into Teaching’ project initiated through the Royal Geographical Society with the Institute of British Geographers and funded by the Teacher Training Agency to improve the recruitment of geographers into initial teacher training. More information on the project and other teaching materials produced for this scheme that may be of use to you can be found at the Geographers into Teaching website2: http://www.geog.leeds.ac.uk/courses/other/intoteaching. The layout of this pack has been adapted from materials found here3.
The pack contains the teacher’s notes and resources needed for eight lessons. The first five lessons cover Unit 12 and the last two extend this work into Unit 20. I have aimed to follow the Unit 12 guidelines completely and therefore the main component of this pack is the first five lessons. These lessons have been designed specifically for Year 5 at a Leeds Primary School, however the materials and the ideas behind them may be adapted to any location. Lessons 6 and 7 go into Unit 20, a unit designed to be adapted to a local environmental issue. As the issue chosen was the Leeds Supertram proposals these lessons would be suitable for most schools in Leeds with little adaptation needed. The two units were connected as they both cover similar topics with the problem of traffic on the high street leading well into the issue of a proposed solution (the Supertram). The QCA site4 (http://www.qca.org.uk/8680.html) gives advice and information on the adaptation and combination of units. 
The lesson plans vary in length from one to two hours, however the actual time for each lesson will depend on the speed of the class being taught, behavioural issues and any unforeseen problems. The total lesson length is given in blue at the beginning of the teacher’s notes and then the approximate activity times are shown (also in blue) throughout the lesson plan. The lesson length includes time to settle down and to pack up as well as the activity times.  Each lesson includes an extension activity for those children that finish early or if there is time left at the end of the lesson. Lesson 1 includes a field trip and therefore there is a lot to do but it is worth it for an exciting start to the topic to get the children interested. Lesson 4 is the only lesson that includes a short homework activity.
The resources needed are listed at the start of each lesson and shown in green through the plan. The index of resources will help location of resources in the document. Bold font indicates questions that should be asked to the class. Italic font gives potential answers for the teacher’s use. Answers are only given where appropriate and it must be noted that they are not exhaustive or to be taken as the only correct answer. A lot of geography is about debating an issue where there is no right or wrong answer and, as any teacher will know, children will think of many possible answers to an open ended question. The equipment list presumes that the class have pens and pencils anyway and the classroom is equipped with a white board, interactive board and video link. 
I have tried to incorporate different teaching methods into the lessons, to allow for the different learning styles of the children; visual, aural, reading/writing and kinaesthetic are all covered in the pack. However the dominant teaching method is via the aural technique of class discussions. Mass instruction is a method that teachers and pupils are familiar with using5 and with the input from the children gives a simple, straightforward but interesting and effective way of teaching. No lesson is entirely based on mass instruction and the other activities counteract its fallbacks, such as the inability to accommodate different learning rates. The variety of activities in the units allows a large range of key skills to be gained from this work. 
You are very welcome to adapt and change the materials as you wish. I hope that you enjoy teaching this topic as much as I did.

Lesson 1 – Introduction and Field Trip to Headingley, Leeds
Teacher’s notes

	Objectives:

1. To understand the location of the high street

2. To begin thinking about the issue of traffic

3. To undertake field work

4. To collect and record evidence about local traffic issues
	Length of Lesson:

2 hours



	Preparation:

· All off-site visits must be carried out in accordance with LEA and school guidelines.

· The required number of adults must be available for supervision.

· The class will need to be split into 6 groups.

	Equipment needed (for 6 groups):

· video link to projector

· 6 sets of worksheets

· 6 clipboards

· pencils, rubbers, pencil sharpeners

· watch

· luminous jackets for class
	Resources required:

· copies of aerial photo (resource 1), one between two children.

· other aerial photos of Otley Road – Weetwood Primary School Resource room. 

· 1 x Otley Road map (resource 2)
· 6 x worksheets (resources 3 and 5)
· Headingley photos (resource 4)


Introduction to topic

Classroom work: What is the high street like?

Explore the children’s previous knowledge by writing the children’s ideas as a brainstorm on the white board entitled “The High Street” 

Ask the children:

· What is a high street? What do you find in a high street? 5 mins
Main road, traffic, shops, houses, junctions, people, etc. Ask for descriptive words too, such as busy, noisy, crowded. A dictionary definition of a high street is the: ‘street that serves as a principal thoroughfare for traffic in a town’ (Dictionary.com). This can be simplified to: ‘The street in a town that most traffic goes through.’ At the end of the brainstorm go over the simple definition with the class and add it to the brainstorm. 
· Where do they think their high street is? 10 mins
Otley Road through Headingley. Give out the resource 1 (one copy between two) and the other aerial photos (of Weetwood, Headingley and Otley Road area which can be found in the Resource Room of Weetwood primary school)  and allow the class to discuss the places they see in pairs and ask any questions until they are clear about what the photos show.  Use the video link to show the class the map of Otley Road (resource 2). Ask some of the children to come to the front and point out Otley Road, Weetwood School, Headingley and any other places they can recognise. Mark these on the map. 

Some other geography work on compass directions can be brought in to the lesson here if required by asking questions such as:

- What direction is Headingley from school? South/ south east.
- Is Weetwood school east or west of Otley Road? East.
- What direction is the area we are studying (Headingley – Weetwood) from the city centre? North
· What is the high street made up of? 10 mins
Split children into 6 groups named: Car, Van, Bus, Lorry, Bicycle and Motorbike. They are to fill in resource 3, one person in each group to write. In order to help them with the section on what a high street is made up of the children can refer to the brainstorm. Also, hand out copies of the photos of Headingley (resource 4) which can be circulated around the classroom to help with ideas.

Shops (food e.g. Safeway, clothes shops, charity shops), services (hairdressers, cafes, takeaways, library, banks, estate agents, opticians), entertainment (cinema, bars, pubs, sports - Headingley stadium). Also housing and student accommodation. 

Fieldtrip: How big an issue is traffic?
Fieldwork to be done on Otley Road (exact site located on map – resource 2, east side of Otley road, north of traffic lights on St Anne’s road) to do a traffic survey and look at the high street.
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Show the class the route from school to Headingley and location for the traffic survey on the map (resource 2). Discuss the reasons for this location of traffic survey: 5 mins
· able to clearly and safely see the road for traffic survey, 

· wide pavement so pedestrians can get by us, 

· most traffic going past going into Headingley.

Give out the field worksheet (resource 5, one per group) and explain the task of completing the traffic survey (refreshing work on tally charts if needed) before the trip.

Pair the groups up as follows: Cars with Bicycles, Vans with Motorbikes, Buses with Lorries. Each group will then count and tally the type of transport of their group name but can also help count their paired group as well. (Otherwise Bicycles and Motorbikes may have little to do). This survey should last ten minutes and the children should count only the traffic going into Headingley.

After the survey explain the next part of the worksheet and encourage children to look for ideas as they walk through Headingley but wait until they stop to write them down.

Children to note:

· What are the main traffic problems? Parking, slow/fast moving traffic, pollution, noise.

· Can they see any traffic controls or solutions to these problems? Traffic lights, speed cameras, cycle lanes, bus lanes, pedestrian crossings. Are they working?
· Also look for additional ideas for the first worksheet (what makes the high street?)

[image: image31.png]


Stop in the seated area outside KFC to allow the children to fill in the sheets, have a better look at the high street and to ask any questions, before heading back to school. 

Resources

Resource 1 – Aerial Photo6……………………………………………………………10

Resource 2 – Map showing Otley Road7……………………………………………..11

Resource 3 – Group Worksheet on High Street…………………………………….12

Resource 4 – Photos of Headingley………………………………………………….13

Resource 5 – Group Worksheet for Fieldwork……………………………………….19
Aerial Photograph of Weetwood and Headingley XE "Resource 1:Aerial Photograph of Weetwood and Headingley" 
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Map Showing Otley Road XE "Resource 2:Map Showing Otley Road" 
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 XE "Resource 3:High Street Worksheet" 
	Group name:

Group members:
	What makes up the high street? E.g. shop names, building types, etc (notes or drawings)



	
	


Photos of Headingley XE "Resource 4:Photos of Headingley" 
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	 XE "Resource 5:Field Worksheet" Group name:

Group members:
	Tally of the number of cars / vans / buses / lorries / bicycles / motorbikes in 10 minutes

Total = ………

	What problems with traffic can you see? 
	Can you see any ways of controlling the traffic? Are there any solutions to the problems you have noticed?


Lesson 2 – Traffic on the High Street

Teacher’s notes

	Objectives:

1. To collate the data collected last lesson.

2. To present the field work results in a graphical manner.

3. To extract and build on the children’s current knowledge and experience on this topic.
	Length of Lesson:

1 hour

	Preparation:

· Go through field worksheets and calculate figures for the table below.

· Produce example bar graph to work out length of axes, how to fit it into the squared paper and necessary scale, depending upon results.

· Cut transport pictures into strips, one for each child.

	Equipment needed:
- Squared paper

- Colouring pencils

- Scissors

- Glue

- Calculators

- Rulers
	Resources required:

· Map (resource 1)
· Strips of transport type pictures (resource 6). One per child.

· Prepared example of bar graph on squared paper (for an Excel example see resource 7)
· Interactive board programme on bar graphs (if available)


Summary Discussion of First Lesson and Field Trip 10 mins
Recall field trip by going over the following questions with the class: 
Where they went? Look at the locations and route on the map (Resource 1) again. 
Why they went? To look at the high street and start thinking about some traffic issues. 

What they did? 2 worksheets: what makes the high street and field worksheet – go over how they did the traffic survey and looked at traffic problems and solutions on the high street.

Analysis of Data 

Go through the data collected on field trip with a class discussion on: 
-
What makes the high street? 10 mins Ask everyone in the class for one thing they saw on our field trip. They could use their high street worksheets if they need more ideas. Remind children of the brainstorm in lesson 1 and compare the amount they can think of now to then. 
-
Ask each group for the total of their traffic survey tally and fill in the table as shown below on the white board. Next ask the children to work out the figures for an hour, and the totals using their calculators. Check the answers match your calculations and fill in the rest of the table. 10 mins
Table of Traffic travelling into Headingley

	
	In 10 minutes
	In 1 hour

	Lorries
	
	

	Motorbikes
	
	

	Vans
	
	

	Bicycles
	
	

	Buses
	
	

	Cars
	
	

	Total
	
	


Production of Graphs 20 mins
-
Show the children your example bar graph and explain that they will each be making their own of the traffic that would have passed them in an hour. Make sure they are clear that they will be graphing only the 2nd column.

-
Go over what a bar graph is, explaining the scale and what they show using the interactive board programme if available. Introduce the idea of axes if you feel this is appropriate, otherwise use ‘horizontal’ and ‘vertical’.

-
Instruct the children step by step:

Where to draw the axes, e.g. 3 squares up from the bottom, 2 squares from the left.

How to write the numbers on the y-axis to give the scale.
How and why to split the x-axis into 6 sections – approx 3 cm2 each and one for each type of traffic.

After cutting the pictures up, explain the order the children should stick them in the sections under the x-axis. The order is up to you but it will make sure that the children’s graphs are all the same to make troubleshooting easier.
Go through each type of traffic in the table, explaining how to draw the bars, using their rulers.

Remind the children to:

write the title – Bar graph to show the Volume of Traffic going into Headingley in 1 hour, 

label the axes (turning the paper to make labelling the y-axis easier) Y-axis – Amount of Traffic. X-axis – Type of Traffic 

write their name on their work.

The children can then colour in the bars in their own choice of colours.

Resources

Resource 6 – Transport Pictures…..………………………………………………25
Resource 7- Example of Bar Graph produced with Microsoft Excel……………...26
 XE "Resource 6:Transport Pictures" [image: image19.png]



 XE "Resource 7:Bar Graph" Bar Graph showing the Volume of Traffic Travelling into Headingley in One Hour
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Lesson 3 – How Big an Issue is Traffic on the High Street?

Teacher’s notes

	Objectives:

1. To analyse fieldwork results and explore reasons for them.

2. To study the different schemes that can be used to ease or solve the problems of traffic, using the case study of Otley Road.

3. To add to the children’s knowledge of traffic issues in their local area.
	Length of Lesson:

1 hour

	Preparation:

· Mark the children’s graphs from lesson 2 so they all are correct for further work.

	Equipment needed:
- Children’s graphs from lesson 2
	Resources required:

· Traffic on Otley Road Worksheet (resource 8), one per child. 


Give out the children’s graphs and go over what they show. What type of traffic was the most common? What was the least? Are the differences big or small?  Lead this into a discussion (15 mins) on the points that will be brought up on the worksheet:

· Ranking – explain what it is and how to do it. Link with the most and least common types of traffic from the graphs. Explain what to do if there’s a tie - if two or more types have equal numbers draw a bracket to join them and an equals sign next to it:

 = (  An example should be shown on the board.

· Ask for a few reasons for the distribution of the data? More cars likely due to their popularity, convenience, comfort, speed, lack of waiting times etc. Few bicycles likely due to long journey times, no way of carrying a lot of work / shopping / equipment, affected by the weather etc. Cars likely to have much larger count than any of the other types.

· Is the graph a true representation? Multiplying results from ten minutes to an hour gives an idea of the volume of traffic in an hour but cannot show exactly what the traffic would be like. Type and volume of traffic changes through the day and can depend on the day of the week e.g. delivery vans on Sundays.
· When is the high street busiest? “Rush hour” in the morning and evening of week days, around 9am and 5pm.

· Why is there a rush hour? People travelling to and from work. What are the children’s experiences of Otley Road at rush hour?

· How would the time of day that we did the survey change the results? At rush hour there would be a larger volume of traffic overall, likely to be due to more cars than any other traffic type. At night there would be considerably less traffic than through the day.
Give the class the Traffic on Otley Road worksheet (resource 8) to complete individually. Before they start read through each question to the class and answer any questions they may have. 30 mins

When the majority of children have finished the worksheet, start to discuss the answers. Ask a few children to read out their answers for each question and compare ideas.  Did anyone think that the traffic isn’t a problem? Why? And why did others think it was a problem? Conclude by asking the class to vote - overall, does the class think traffic a big issue? Remember that everyone’s opinion is valid! 10 mins

Resources

Resource 8 - Traffic on Otley Road worksheet…..…………………………………...………31
Resource 9 - Worksheet with possible answers……………………………………………….32
 XE "Resource 8:Traffic on Otley Road Worksheet" Traffic on Otley Road Worksheet

 Name…………….......…………………...…

Answer the following questions:




Date………………..

1. Using your graph, write down the different sorts of traffic (motorbike, car, van, bicycle, lorry and bus) in a ranked order


1..………………………….. (Write the type with the greatest number)


2…………………….………


3.…………………………… 

4.…………………………… 

5.……………………………


6.…………………………… (Write the type with the smallest number)

2. Why do you think so many people travel in the most common sort of traffic (the type you ranked number one in the last question)?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Why do you think there were so few of the types of traffic that have been ranked numbers 5 and 6?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Does your graph show what the traffic is like on Otley Road all the time? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. When would the traffic be different?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. How would it be different?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. How could we find out about how the traffic changes throughout the day?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Do you think that the traffic on Otley Road is a problem? Why?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

 XE "Resource 9:Otley Road Worksheet Answers" Traffic on Otley Road Worksheet with possible answers
Name……………...……

Answer the following questions:



Date………………….…

1. Using your graph, write down the different sorts of traffic (motorbike, car, van, bicycle, lorry and bus) in a ranked order


1..………………………….. (Write the type with the greatest number)


2………Depends….………


3.…………on…………………


4.……survey results……………………


5.……………………………


6.…………………………… (Write the type with the smallest number)

2. Why do you think so many people travel in the most common sort of traffic (the type you ranked number one in the last question)?

………………………………………………………………………………………..

…Probably car – popular, convenient, door – to – door transport, no waiting, comfortable, fast, lots of space for people, shopping, equipment etc………...
………………………………………………………………………………………..

3. Why do you think there were so few of the types of traffic that have been ranked numbers 5 and 6?

……Likely to be motorbikes or bicycles - bicycles mean long journey times and are affected by the weather, motorbikes can be dangerous ………………………..

4. Does your graph show what the traffic is like on Otley Road all the time? 

……………no…………………………………………………………………………

5. When would the traffic be different?

……At rush hour ……………………………………………………………………

……At night………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

6. How would it be different?

……… At rush hour – more cars and therefore bigger volume of traffic………

………At night – less traffic…………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

7. How could we find out about how the traffic changes throughout the day?

……Do traffic surveys at different times of the day………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Do you think that the traffic on Otley Road is a problem? Why?

…………………………………………………………………………………………

……Children to write their own opinion……………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………
Lesson 4 – Should the High Street be Closed to Traffic?
Teacher’s notes

	Objectives:

1. To study different solutions to traffic problems.

2. To look at the effects of closing the high street to traffic, using map work to look at alternative routes.

3. To introduce a questionnaire as a means to explore different view points.
	Length of Lesson:

1 hour

+ homework

	Preparation:

· This lesson includes homework.

	Resources required:

· Children’s field worksheets (resource 5) from lesson 1

· OS maps of Leeds (a photocopy is provided if multiple maps are not available – resource 10) One between two.

· Questionnaires for homework (resource 11), two per child. 


What solutions are there to solve the problem of traffic in the high street? 15 mins
Ask the children to look back at the bottom right hand box on their group field worksheets in order to produce a brainstorm on the white board titled ‘How is traffic controlled?’. 

Can the children think of any more ideas? Which of the ideas on the board do they thing work the best? 

· more traffic lights, cameras, cycle and bus lanes, fines for people who use bus lanes, ways of encouraging people to share cars, pedestrian precincts, pedestrian crossings, lower speed limits…

Lead this discussion to the extreme solution idea of closing the high street to all ‘through traffic’. Add this solution to the brainstorm (if its not there already!) and explain that the rest of the lesson will be discussing this issue. 

Closing Headingley to through traffic 30 mins
· What other routes could the traffic take if it wasn’t allowed through Headingley? Look at the maps of Leeds (resource 10), one between two. You may include some basic map skills work here if required, e.g. scale, grid references, symbols. 

· Ask each pair to locate Weetwood School, Headingley, Otley Road, the train station (which gives an idea of city centre), and the Universities by putting their finger on the map in the correct place.  Show the class the correct locations on the interactive white board via the video link.

· Ask the children for reasons why people travel through Headingley. 

Residents of Weetwood, Adel and surrounding areas travelling to and from the city centre for work, shopping, train station, entertainment etc.

People in the city centre travelling to Weetwood, Otley or further north via the ring road.

Lecturers and students travelling from north of Headingley (note Bodington Halls of Residence on map) to the universities. 

People visiting Headingley stadium (‘cricket gd’ on map) from the ring road.

· Ask the children to find alternative routes that avoid Headingley high street (as if it was closed to through traffic) for the following scenarios:

1. A woman who lives in Weetwood wants to go shopping in Leeds city centre.

2. A student who lives in Bodington Hall needs to go to a lecture at the University.

3. Some cricket fans in Horsforth are going to watch a match at Headingley stadium.

Note: The children are not looking for one ‘best route’ for each scenario; they should come up with a range that they can discuss.

For each scenario discuss:

· Routes by car and by public transport or on foot.

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of each alternative route?

· Whether they think people would like to use these alternate routes and why?

· Would more direct routes on smaller roads or routes on faster roads be better?

Questionnaire 15mins
Now ask the class how we could find out about different people’s opinions of the plan to close Headingley to traffic? – A questionnaire.
Ask the children to think of ideas of questions we might need to ask:

E.g. What age is the person answering the questionnaire, whether they drive, how often they drive through Headingley, why they drive through Headingley, do they think that the traffic in Headingley is a problem, if so, what is the main problem with it, do they think that it should be closed to through traffic and why? 

Give out the questionnaires (resource 11) and explain that the homework is for the children to ask a parent, grandparent, brother, sister, any relation or friend, guardian or carer to answer the questions. The questionnaire is to be anonymous: the children should not put any names on their sheets.  They can ask the questions and fill in the sheet themselves or give the sheet to the person to fill in. They should try to question 2 people (in different age groups if possible). Go through the questionnaire to make sure that the children understand what each question means and what they need to do. 


Resources

Resource 10 - OS Map of Leeds8.........................................................................38
Resource 11 - Questionnaire…………………………………………………………………39
 XE "Resource 10:OS map of Leeds" OS Map of Leeds
[image: image21.png]



Source: Ordnance Survey Landranger Map. Leeds & Bradford 1:50 000 scale. 2004

 XE "Resource 11:Questionnaire" Questionnaire on the Traffic on Otley Road, Headingley

1. Which age group do you fit into?

(Tick one box)


Under 16
   17–25 
  26–40 
  41–60
 61+

2. How many cars does your household have?

3. Approximately how often do you travel through Headingley in a car?

(Tick one box) 


Once a month or less………………………….

Once a week……………………………………

Once a day……………………………………..

Twice a day …………………………………….

3 or more times a day………………………….

4. Do you think that the traffic in Headingley is a problem? 

Yes / No 
(Circle answer)

If yes, what is your biggest concern about traffic?

…………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………..

5. Do you think that Headingley should be closed to traffic? 

Yes/No
(Circle answer)


Can you give reasons for your answer?
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions.

Lesson 5 – What can be done to Solve the Problems of Traffic on the High Street?

Teacher’s notes

	Objectives:

1. To explore the children’s opinions on closing the high street to traffic

2. To look at other people’s opinions – via the questionnaire results and role plays

3. To come up with reasoned substitute traffic management plans

4. To make a class decision on the best plan for the high street.
	Length of Lesson:

2 hours



	Preparation:

· The class will need to be split into 6 groups. For the role play work the classroom could be arranged as a meeting room with the chairs in a semi-circle around the room. Each group can then have their turn to present their opinions in front of the rest of the class.

	Resources required:

· Group role play worksheets (resource 12) 


Opinions on closing the high street to traffic 50 mins
Make sure every child has at least one completed questionnaire to look at. Go through the questionnaire results with the class, by asking them to put their hands up depending on their answers (they can put both hands up if they have two questionnaires that apply).  Do this to discover: 

· The range of number of cars in a household and what is the most common.

· How often the majority of people travel through Headingley.

· The proportion of people who think that traffic is a problem. Ask for some examples why.

· The proportion of people who think Headingley should be closed to traffic. Ask for some examples why and why not.

· Ask if anyone had any different answers between different age groups. Ask the children to compare their answers with those of other children on their table.

	Advantages

- Roads will be safer

- Traffic will be slower

- Fewer cars in the area

- Less road accidents 

- Reduced traffic pollution

- More parking space for residents

- Less road maintenance in Headingley 
	Disadvantages
- Businesses would lose money

- Journeys to work or school would be affected

- Other roads would become even busier

- Bus routes may have to change

- Difficult for emergency vehicles access


Ask what the children think Otley Road would be like without traffic?

Collect a list of advantages and disadvantages on the white board:
· Discuss who in particular would be happy and why?

Children and other pedestrians would be safer, Environmentalist due to less pollution and noise. 

· Who would be unhappy and why?

Shop owners would get less business, car drivers would have to take longer routes. 

Role plays in groups 45 mins
The children are to be split into 6 groups (as below) to analyse the issues relating to whether Headingley should be closed to traffic.  They must take on the role of their group name and think about what issues would concern them and whether they would want the high street to be closed to traffic.  The groups must decide on a yes or no decision and also think of at least one other plan that could help solve the problem of traffic in Headingley. 

Staged as a community meeting, each group will give a presentation of their views, and their alternative plan, to the class who can then ask questions and discuss the overall advantages and disadvantages of their idea. The class must then decide as a whole what the best plan for the high street is.

	
	Issues that concern the groups

	Group 1: Local Residents
	The roads outside their house will be safer

Fewer cars might drive through the area

More parking space

	Group 2: Leeds City Council
	Cost of lost business

Less road accidents

Less road maintenance needed in Headingley

	Group 3: Children at Weetwood Primary School 
	Safer for them to cross the road

May be able to walk to the high street

May reduce traffic pollution in the area

	Group 4: Senior Citizens
	Roads will be safer

Less pollution

Bus routes may have to change

	Group 5: Road Users
	Other roads may be busier

Journey to work may take longer

Inconvenient to use other routes

	Group 6: Shopkeepers
	Lost business from people passing through

Safer place to work

Less pollution


Resources

Resource 12 - Group role play sheets9………………..…………………………………….45-50
 XE "Resource 12:Group Role Play Sheets" GROUP 1:  Local Residents
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You are a local resident who lives in Weetwood.

You have two children.

You drive to work in the centre of Leeds everyday. 

Question 1 - What do you think about closing Headingley to traffic? Why?

Question 2 – Do you have a different plan that could help the traffic problem in Headingley?

Be prepared to tell the class.

Decide who in you group will speak.

You should say if you want Headingley to be closed to traffic.

You should explain why.

You should tell the class your other plan.

Be prepared to answer any questions on your ideas.

GROUP 2:  Leeds City Council
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You are a local councillor.

It is up to you to make the decisions about what happens in Headingley.

You are concerned about safety in Headingley.

You are also concerned about the loss of business in Headingley if it was to be closed to traffic.

Question 1 - What do you think about closing Headingley to traffic? Why?

Question 2 – Do you have a different plan that could help the traffic problem in Headingley?

Be prepared to tell the class.

Decide who in you group will speak.

You should say if you want Headingley to be closed to traffic.

You should explain why.

You should tell the class your other plan.

Be prepared to answer any questions on your ideas.

GROUP 3:  Children at Weetwood Primary School
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You are 9 years old and go to Weetwood Primary School.

You walk to school everyday and cross over Otley Road on your journey.

Your parents will not let you walk into Headingley alone because there is too much traffic.

Question 1 - What do you think about closing Headingley to traffic? Why?

Question 2 – Do you have a different plan that could help the traffic problem in Headingley?

Be prepared to tell the class.

Decide who in you group will speak.

You should say if you want Headingley to be closed to traffic.

You should explain why.

You should tell the class your other plan.

Be prepared to answer any questions on your ideas.

GROUP 4:  Senior Citizens
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You live by yourself in Headingley but your children and grandchildren visit you often.

You do most of your shopping on Headingley high street.

You have a bad leg and use a stick to help you walk.

You don’t have a car so you use the bus to travel away from Headingley.

Question 1 - What do you think about closing Headingley to traffic? Why?

Question 2 – Do you have a different plan that could help the traffic problem in Headingley?

Be prepared to tell the class.

Decide who in you group will speak.

You should say if you want Headingley to be closed to traffic.

You should explain why.

You should tell the class your other plan.

Be prepared to answer any questions on your ideas

GROUP 5:  Road users
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You have your own car and drive through Headingley every day.

You like to drive fast through Headingley because you are often late.

Driving through Headingley is the quickest route to your work.

Question 1 - What do you think about closing Headingley to traffic? Why?

Question 2 – Do you have a different plan that could help the traffic problem in Headingley?

Be prepared to tell the class.

Decide who in you group will speak.

You should say if you want Headingley to be closed to traffic.

You should explain why.

You should tell the class your other plan.

Be prepared to answer any questions on your ideas.

GROUP 6: Shopkeepers 
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You own a newsagent shop on Headingley high street.

You live in a flat above the shop.

You get a lot of business from people who drive through Headingley.

You don’t like the noise and pollution from the traffic on Otley Road.

Question 1 - What do you think about closing Headingley to traffic? Why?

Question 2 – Do you have a different plan that could help the traffic problem in Headingley?

Be prepared to tell the class.

Decide who in you group will speak.

You should say if you want Headingley to be closed to traffic.

You should explain why.

You should tell the class your other plan.

Be prepared to answer any questions on your ideas.

Lesson 6 – Introduction and Benefits of Supertram Proposals

Teacher’s notes

	Objectives:

1. To link traffic issues from Unit 12 to the Supertram proposal

2. To investigate the Supertram proposal and its benefits.

3. To understand where the Supertram is an issue by interpretation of maps of the plans.
	Length of Lesson:

1.5 hours

inc. summary of work so far

	Preparation:

· The Supertram CD gives the largest version of the virtual tour and can be requested from the Leeds Supertram Hotline on 01133848484 

· If  the CD is not available the tour can be downloaded from the internet -  http://www.leeds-supertram.co.uk/Routes/VirtualTour.htm    

· Before the lesson check that the programme will run and familiarise yourself with the plans and the virtual tour.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	Equipment needed:
- Interactive board with CD / internet connection
	Resources required:

· Supertram virtual tour – on interactive CD (resource 13) or downloaded from the internet.

· Maps of the city centre Supertram route (resource 15). One per child.


Summary of work so far (Unit 12) 20 mins
Ask the class these key questions from the work they have studied so far:

· What is the high street like? Ask for some descriptive words and some examples of what makes up a high street

Shops, banks, houses, traffic lights, roads, bus stops, busy, noisy, dangerous etc

· How big an issue is traffic? Ask for a few reasons why it is an issue.

Pollution, danger, not enough parking, slow traffic

· Should the high street be closed to traffic? What did the class decide on overall?

Briefly sum up both sides of the argument and reasons for decision 

· What can be done to solve the problem of traffic in the high street? Remind class of the role play and the different plans that they came up with.

Lead on to the bigger scale of not just the traffic problems in on Otley Road but also in the city centre. What’s being proposed to ease this?........………. SUPERTRAM!

Leeds Supertram

Ask the children if any of them have been on a tram? If so what were their experiences?

Start with short explanation of what trams are and key ideas of how the super tram will work – see the notes below. 20 mins

Virtual Tour 20 mins
Allow the children to watch the virtual tour to get an idea of what the trams will look like. Point out the rails, wires, metal arm, tramstops and ‘double ends’ of the tram. 

Next give out the maps of the city centre Supertram route (resource 14).  Ask the children to put their fingers on Boar Lane Supertram stop near the bottom of Briggate Street. There is a McDonalds near here which may help some of the children to link the map to their knowledge of the city centre. Explain that this is where the virtual tour starts and indicate which direction it will go around the centre loop (clockwise). Start the virtual tour and ask the class to watch it again, this time trying to follow the route with their finger at the same time. When the tram stops ask them to shout out the name of the tram stop that we are at.  Pause the video at each stop and confirm the correct location so that everyone can keep up. 

Benefits 20 mins
Next discuss with the class what benefits the Supertram will bring (see notes below), particularly focusing on environmental issues. Ask the children to think of all the benefits of the Supertram proposals and give them 5 minutes to write their ideas down. Then collect their ideas on the board for everyone to see and copy down. 



Resources
Resource 13 – Leeds Supertram interactive CD11……………………………….…………….57
Resource 14 – Map of Supertram Route11………...…………………………………58
 XE "Resource 13:Supertram Interactive CD" Leeds Supertram Interactive CD

 XE "Resource 14:Map of Supertram Route" 
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Lesson 7 – Disadvantages of the Supertram Proposals and Conclusion of Topic
Teacher’s notes
	Objectives:

1. To understand why the Supertram is a controversial issue

2. To look at the views of different groups of people

3. To undertake a decision-making exercise with a view to the future.
	Length of Lesson:

1.5 hours

	Preparation:

· Familiarise yourself with the negative aspects of the Supertram and its future plans.

	Equipment needed:

- Interactive board with CD connection / video link.

- Plain paper and colouring pencils for extension activity.
	Resources required:

· Map of the North Route – found on CD (resource 13) or as resource 15 for use with the video link.

· OS maps of Leeds (resource 10). One between two.

· Supertram Worksheet (resource 16). One per child.


Disadvantages 20mins
Begin the lesson by asking the class what they think the main disadvantage of the Supertram plans is? Can they think of any other negative points? Collect their ideas on the white board for everyone to copy down.


Local effects 10 mins
Show the class the North Line route on the interactive board, either with the CD (resource 13) or with the video link (resource 15) and ask them to find it on the OS maps.  

Ask: 

Which road the North line will go over? – Otley Road. 

What effects would this have on Headingley? – Most advantages and disadvantages would apply for Headingley as well as the city centre.

Would it help the problems of traffic on the high street? – Yes, it’s another possible solution to Headingley’s traffic problems.

What will happen in the future? 10 mins
Explain what the future holds for Leeds if the initial Supertram plans were to go ahead successfully:

· Extension of North line to airport and addition of west line to Bradford.

· Long term regeneration of Leeds

· Better Leeds environment.

Different People’s Opinions 40 mins
Remind the class of the benefits of the Supertram which they should have noted down from the last lesson. What do the class think? – does the scheme need more support or should it be forgotten? Do they think that everyone will think the same as they do? The children can explore these questions by individually filling in the Supertram worksheet (resource 16).


Resources

Resource 15 - North Line Route11……………………………………………………………64
Resource 16 - Supertram Worksheet…………………………………………………………65
 XE "Resource 15:North Line Route" North Line Route
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 XE "Resource 16:Supertram Worksheet" Supertram Worksheet



Name…………….............……...…………



Date………………….……

For each group of people decide what you think they would feel about the plans for the Leeds Supertram. 

Circle either FOR, AGAINST or DON’T KNOW then write a reason for your answer.

1.  City Centre Businesses


FOR  /  DON’T KNOW  /  AGAINST

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

2. Environmental groups


FOR  /  DON’T KNOW  /  AGAINST

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

3. Commuters




FOR  /  DON’T KNOW  /  AGAINST

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

4. Leeds City Council



FOR  /  DON’T KNOW  /  AGAINST

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

5. Senior Citizens



FOR  /  DON’T KNOW  /  AGAINST

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

6. Residents in Headingley


FOR  /  DON’T KNOW  /  AGAINST

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

7. What do you think?



FOR  /  DON’T KNOW  /  AGAINST

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Lesson 8 – Summary Lesson

Teacher’s notes
	Objectives:

1. Finish of any work that needs doing from previous lessons.

2. Conclude with a fun activity  - Poster and / or Word Search

3. Summarise with a discussion of the issues that have been studied.
	Length of Lesson:

1 hour

	Preparation:

· Go through the Supertram worksheets and total the number of children for, against and undecided about the Supertram plans.

	Equipment needed:
· Plain paper

· Colouring pencils / Felt tips
	Resources required:

· Word Search (resource 17). One per child.


Various Activities 40 mins
The class can use this time to finish any incomplete work for these units. Those who began the poster extension activity last lesson can complete these. The other children may choose between starting the poster activity (see extension activity for lesson 7) and the word search (resource 17).  
Summary 20 mins

Go through the main learning topics for the two units with the children as part of a class discussion to clarify that everything has been covered satisfactorily. The class should:

· Know why and where traffic is an issue.

· Know what has been done about the issue. 

· Understand the need for new plans.

· Realise that new ideas (closing the high street, Supertram) have many benefits and problems.

· Be aware that different people have different opinions on these issues.

· Understand that it is important to compromise to arrive at the best solution for everyone.

Resources
Resource 17 – Word Search…………………………………………………………………69
Resource 18 – Word Search Answers…….……………………………………………….70
 XE "Resource 17:Word Search" Word Search
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Clues:

1. A way to study the amount of vehicles on a road…………………………………….

2. The most common type of traffic……………………………………………………..

3. A big problem on the high street for cars……………………………………………..

4. 3 things found in the high street 
1)…………………………….






2).............................................






3)…………………………….

5. How traffic is controlled at junctions………………………………………………....

6. A safe place to cross the road………………………………………………………....

7. Someone who lives out of the city centre but travels there to work………………….

8. The company that runs public transport in Leeds……………………………….........

9. A good way to find out different people’s opinions…………………………………..

10. A possible new transport system for Leeds………………………………………….

11. An advantage of this system………………………………………………………....

12. A disadvantage of this system……………………………………………………….
 XE "Resource 18:Word Search Answers" WORD SEARCH ANSWERS
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Clues:

1. A way to study the amount of vehicles on a road……Traffic Survey
2. The most common type of traffic………………………Car………………

3. A big problem on the high street for cars…………………Parking…

4. 3 things found in the high street 
1)…………Shops…….






2).................Main road...................





3)…………Restaurant
5. How traffic is controlled at junctions……………………Traffic lights
6. A safe place to cross the road…………………Pedestrian crossing
7. Someone who lives out of the city centre but travels there to work…Commuter
8. The company that runs public transport in Leeds…………………Metro....
9. A good way to find out different people’s opinions……………Questionnaire
10. A possible new transport system for Leeds……………………Supertram
11. An advantage of this system……………………Faster / Less pollution
12. A disadvantage of this system………………Expensive / Disruption
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My Experience at Weetwood Primary School

At the start of this project 3 objectives were set: 

1. To complete classroom observation work of at least 60 hours

2. To produce a programme of teaching materials equivalent to ten 1 hour lessons 

3. To stand up and teach the children (if agreed by the school)

I believe that I have successfully completed these objectives and more through my time working with Year 5 at Weetwood Primary School:

1. Classroom Observation Work 
I completed approximately 65 hours at Weetwood Primary School, observing and assisting Year 5 teaching. I was lucky to be able to observe a variety of lessons, from the core subjects English and Maths to P.E and decorating biscuits in Technology. This gave me valuable insights into different teaching methods appropriate for different situations and the important ability of a primary school teacher to be able to teach all subjects. As the class teacher was away for two weeks I was able to observe and compare the teaching methods of various other teachers to see what the children responded particularly well to and what they found difficult or boring. This was very beneficial to me for the production of my materials and for reference for when I was teaching the class.  
I was very keen to also assist the children’s learning and get involved rather than just observe and this quickly allowed me to get to know the children, the lesson and day structures and how the classroom works. I really enjoyed assisting in the classroom as I felt I could make a difference to the children I helped without the pressure of teaching. I found that I particularly enjoyed explaining Maths (which I always enjoyed when I was younger) and listening to group reading. I found the differences in ability in these subjects interesting and the feeling of helping the children learn life skills very rewarding. My first day in the school was just spent observing and assisting which was a great start to the placement as I had time to get to know the class and the school before I began teaching. The children benefited from my observation and assistance by gaining an extra learning source and the class teacher benefited from another assistant. 
2. Teaching Materials and Lesson Plans

The programme of teaching materials I have produced corresponds to the two QCA units that I was asked to produce materials for by the school because they didn’t have any for these units. As well as my own use of the materials this year, I therefore hope that they will be useful to the school in future years, especially as I have improved some of the lesson plans from my experiences of teaching with them. I found it very challenging to start producing the materials as this was something I had no prior experience of. I am very appreciative of the class teacher for going over my first few lesson plan drafts and pointing me in the right direction until I felt confident with the materials I had produced. The ability to try out my materials was an extra bonus when producing this pack as I could use each lesson to assess the strengths and weaknesses of my materials and the timings of the activities and therefore develop them for future use. Particular highlights regarding my materials include the relief of arriving back at school (safely and with everyone!) after a successful first lesson fieldtrip to the high street, the satisfaction of 32 accurately and colourfully produced bar graphs of the traffic entering Headingley and the hugely enthusiastic interest in the Leeds Supertram proposals. 
3. Teaching Experience
The biggest challenge of my placement was actually standing up in front of the class and teaching my own lessons. My previous experience of working with children (and my memories of when I was at school) gave me confidence in understanding learning from a child’s point of view and I was determined not to be a boring teacher! Before my first lesson I was quite nervous and in retrospect a fieldtrip may not have been the best choice for my first teaching experience. However the class were interested by a new teacher and a change of scenery and the class teacher was excellent at helping me to keep to the lesson plan and in control. 
My main worry of teaching was that there would be behavioural problems that I would not be able to deal with as it was not my role to discipline the children. However this was not really an issue at Weetwood Primary School and the children were well behaved throughout my teaching. 

Being able to teach the class was a fantastic experience and the only true way to know what teaching is like. I now feel a lot more confident about addressing a class of children. However I have had little experience of teaching where discipline is a problem and would still find this worrying if I were to teach in a school with more behaviour problems. In teaching Year 5 Geography I believe I have increased the children’s knowledge and helped the school by covering a section of the curriculum and bringing fresh ideas into teaching.
Through the completion of the objectives and overcoming challenges I have benefited the pupils, teacher and school and gained personal benefits through the insight into teaching as a profession. There is a lot more work involved than I initially expected but a primary PGCE is probable in the next few years or so. I enjoyed the placement a great deal and feel very lucky to have been placed in such a welcoming classroom and friendly school. Many thanks go to the Year 5 classroom teacher, assistant, and pupils for all the support and encouragement I was given.  
Extension activity for back in the classroom, if time after the trip:


Discuss the children’s experiences of Otley Road and Headingley


Ask each group how their traffic survey went.


Collate and share ideas from the first worksheet and the second part of the 2nd worksheet.





IMPORTANT: Go through safety points with children before the trip: 5 mins


always stay with an adult


walk sensibly – do not run


do not cross roads until told to do so


listen very carefully


obey all instructions from the teachers





Weetwood





Otley Road





School





Arndale Centre





Headingley





Alternate IT Activity


To include IT skills the use of spreadsheets and graphing software could be used to record the data and produce the graphs (see resource 7).


Extension Activity


Ask the children to make some notes on:


what they think the results show and 


any reasons they can think of for the results.





Amount of traffic





Type of Traffic
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Extension / Alternate Activity - If there is more time available the class could produce their own questionnaires from a selection of the questions they came up with in the previous activity. If facilities are available then this could be typed as an IT activity.





Extension work – If a few children finish very quickly, pair them together so they can compare and discuss their answers before the class discussion.





Supertram Plans


40 trams – will travel along rails using electricity from overhead power lines collected by a metal arm on top of the tram.


Rails will be placed in the city centre and along 3 of the most heavily used routes into the city.


There will be park and ride sites on each route for people to park their cars and use the tram instead.


There will be about 50 stops at regular intervals along routes so that people can get to where they want to be.


Some areas will be tram only, in other sections trams will run next to roads. Where there are junctions with trams in addition to the red/amber/green traffic lights there will also be white signals for the trams.


A great deal more information on the Leeds Supertram plans can be found on the interactive CD and on the website10 � HYPERLINK "http://www.leeds-supertram.co.uk" ��www.leeds-supertram.co.uk� 





Benefits of Leeds Supertram:


Reduce congestion


Less pollution - better for environment


Safer – fewer car accidents


Easy access to the city centre for Leeds growing population to get to university, work, hospital without a car


Easy access for disabled people, the elderly, small children and people with pushchairs


Faster route into the city centre


Low noise and vibration compared to bus and lorries


More jobs


Make Leeds a more attractive place to live, work, shop and do business. Therefore more money into Leeds (regeneration)


Park and ride means less car use - better for environment


Reliable and on time, every 6 mins at peak times, every 15 mins at other times.


Cheaper than travelling by car.





Disadvantages of Leeds Supertram


Construction disturbance to main roads and the city centre – closed lanes would inconvenience people and traffic would have to take different routes.


Construction costs – money could be spent elsewhere (schools, hospitals etc). BUT funding from the government is only for a tram system so Yorkshire would not get the money otherwise. 


Could cost a lot more than expected.


Construction time – will take years to complete whole Supertram route.


Can be thought of as more dangerous than cars – trams are quieter so harder to hear them approaching and they can’t swerve to avoid someone.


Wires make the city look messy.


Some tramstops will be in the middle of the road – danger crossing to them.


People might park along the route instead of using the Park and Ride if they have to pay to park.


Would lead to fewer buses.





Extension Activity - Mention that next lesson we will be looking at why the Supertram is a controversial issue and which groups of people are against the scheme.  Children can begin thinking of ideas for this if there is extra time available.





Extension activity: 


Ask the children to design a poster showing their views about the Supertram. If they are undecided then they can produce a poster showing both sides of the argument.  The poster should be colourful and eye-catching but should include a small amount of notes / annotation as well as drawings.
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Extension Activity - If children complete their first choice they can do the other activity.





�








PAGE  
3

